
HOUSE No. 341.

House of Representatives, May 7, 1874.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Order relative to compensation of special justices of dis-
trict courts, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

RICHARD OLNEY.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four,

AN ACT
In addition to an Act relating to District Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. In all cases and proceedings in district
2 courts, except where a jury trial is had, or where
3 the value of the property replevied or the amount
4 claimed in the writ does not exceed fifty dollars,
5 appeals shall lie to the superior court for the county,
6 in the manner now provided by law for taking
7 appeals from the judgments of justices of the peace.
8 In actions and proceedings where trial by juryis had,
9 exceptions from each of said courts in matters oflaw

10 shall lie to the superior court for the county, shall be
11 entered at the then existing or next ensuing term
12 of said court, and shall be heard and determined
13 in the manner, and at times, to be prescribed by
14 general rules of said superior court. Any party
15 deeming himself aggrieved by such determination,
16 may cause such exceptions to be entered, heard
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17 and determined in the supreme judicial court,
18 under the same conditions, in the same manner,
19 and with the same effect, as if said exceptions had
20 originally been taken and allowed in the superior
21 court: provided, however, that where such excep-
-22 tions are sustained by the superior court, the cause
23 shall be at once remanded to the district court
24 for a new trial; and provided, further, that in all
25 cases of exceptions or appeals on matters of law,
26 if the judgment or rulings of the district court,
27 being affirmed by the superior court, are also
28 affirmed by the supreme judicial court, the pre-
-29 vailing party shall recover double costs, unless the
30 supreme judicial court shall otherwise order.

1 Sect. 2. So much of section four of chapter
2 thirty-six of the acts of one thousand eight hundred
3 and seventy-four, as authorizes district courts to
4 report cases for the determination of the supreme
5 judicial court, is, and all acts and parts of acts
6 inconsistent herewith arc, hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 3. The justice of any district court
2 may retain to his own use from the fees received
3 in his court, all sums paid by him for services of
4 any special justice of said court: provided, the sum
5 so retained shall not in any one year exceed eight
6 per centum of the annual salary of such justice.
7 But no justice or clerk of a district court shall re-
-8 ceive any compensation whatever other than the
9 salary provided by law for his office for the per-

-10 formance of any official duty.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




