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House of Representatives, May 9, 1874.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of George Turnbull and others for an Act providing for
the annexation of the town of Winthrop to the city of Bos-
ton, and the petition of D. P. Mathews and 100 others in aid
thereof, having heard the parties thereon, report the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order of the Committee,

B. F. HAYES.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To unite the City of Boston with the Town of

Winthrop.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now comprised
2 within the limits of the town of Winthrop in the
3 county of Suffolk, with the inhabitants and estates
4 therein, is annexed to and made part of the city of
5 Boston, in said county of Suffolk, and shall here-
-6 after be subject to the same laws, municipal regu-
-7 lations, obligations and liabilities, and entitled to
8 the same immunities in all respects as the said city
9 of Boston.

10 All the duties now required by law to be per-
il formed by the selectmen and town clerk of said
12 town, or either of them, pertaining to the election
13 of representatives in congress, state councillors,

14 senators and members of the house of represent-
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15 atives, shall in like manner devolve upon and. be
16 performed by the board of aldermen and city clerk
17 of said city.

18 It shall be the duty of the ward officers of
19 ward one as now established in said city of Bos-
-20 ton, as hereafter provided, to make returns of all
21 votes that may be cast therein, and including said
22 annexed territory, from time to time, for repre-
-28 sentatives in congress, state councillors, senators,
24 members of the house of representatives, and for
25 all other national, state, district, county, municipal
26 and ward officers to the city clerk of the city of
27 Boston.

1 Sect. 2. All the public property of said town
2 shall be vested in and is declared to be the prop-
-3 erty of said city; and said city of Boston shall
4 succeed to all the rights, claims, causes of action,
5 rights of uncollected taxes, liens, uses, trusts,
6 duties, privileges and immunities of said town.
7 The town treasurer of said town, on or before the
8 second Monday of January, in the year eighteen
9 hundred and seventy-five, under the direction of

10 the selectmen of said town, who shall for this pur-
-11 pose, and for all other purposes necessary to carry
12 into full effect the provisions of this act, continue
13 to hold their offices, shall transfer, deliver, pay
14 over and account for to the city treasurer of the
15 said city, all books, papers, moneys and other
16 property in his possession as town treasurer of
17 said town when this act takes effect; and the said
18 city shall become liable for and subject to all the
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19 debts, obligations, duties, responsibilities and lia-
-20 bilities of said town. All actions and causes of
21 action which may be pending, or which shall have
22 accrued at the time this act takes effect, in behalf
23 of or against said town, shall survive and may be
24 prosecuted to final judgment and execution in
25 behalf of or against said city.

1 Sect. 3. The several courts within the county
2 of Suffolk, except the municipal court of the
3 southern district of the city of Boston, the muni-
-4 cipal court of the Dorchester district, the police
5 court of the Charlestown district and the muni-
-6 cipal court for the district of Chelsea, in said city
7 of Boston, after this act takes effect, shall have
8 and retain the same jurisdiction said courts now
9 have within said territory hereby annexed. All

10 suits, actions, proceedings, complaints and prose-
ll cutions which shall be pending within said terri-
-12 tory, before any court or justice of the peace,
13 when this act takes effect, shall be heard and
14 determined as though this act had not passed.

1 Sect. 4. Said territory shall be added to, and
2 constitute a part of, the judicial district under the
3 jurisdiction of the municipal court of the city of
4 Boston. Said court shall have the same civil and
5 criminal jurisdiction in said territory as it now has
6 by law in its district as it now exists.

1 Sect. 5. The said territory shall constitute a

2 part of ward one of the city of Boston, and shall
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3 so remain until the alteration of the ward limits of
4 the city of Boston, provided by law.

1 Sect. 6. The several police officers, watchmen,
2 lire engineers and firemen and members of the
3 fire department, in office in said town when this
4 act shall take effect, shall thereafter continue in
5 the discharge of their respective duties in the same
6 manner as if they were police officers, watchmen,
7 fire engineers and firemen of the city of Boston,
8 until others are appointed in their stead.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall not take full effect
2 unless accepted by a majority of the legal voters
3 of said city of Boston, present and voting thereon
4 by ballot at meetings which shall be held in the
5 several wards of said city, and also by a majority of
6 the legal voters of the town of Winthrop, present
7 and voting at a meeting which shall be held in said
8 town. All said meetings shall be held simnltane-
-9 onsly, on Tuesday, the third day of November, of

10 the present year, and upon notice thereof duly
11 given at least seven days before the time of said
12 meeting, and the polls shall be open at eight o’clock
13 in the forenoon of said day, and shall be closed at
14 four and one-half o’clock in the afternoon. In
15 ease of the absence of any ward officer at any
16 ward meeting in said city, held for the purpose
17 aforesaid, or of any of the selectmen or of the
18 town clerk at any meeting in said town held for
19 said purpose, a like officer may be chosen pro
20 tempore

, by hand vote, and shall be duly qualified,
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21 and shall have all the powers, and be subject to
22 all the duties of the regular officers at said meet-
-23 iugs. Said ballot shall be " yes ” or " no,” in
24 answer to the question, " Shall an act passed by
25 the legislature of this Commonwealth in the year
26 eighteen hundred and seventy-four, entitled ' An
27 act to unite the city of Boston and the town of
28 Winthrop,’ be accepted Such meeting in said
29 town shall be called, notified and warned by the
30 selectmen of said town in the same manner in
31 which meeting for the electipn of town officers in
32 said town are called, notified and warned; and
33 such meetings in the city ofBoston shall be called,
34 notified and warned by the board of aldermen of
35 said city, in the same manner in which meetings
36 for the election of municipal officers in said city
37 are called, notified and warned.
38 The ballots shall be assorted, counted and de-
-39 dared in the ward meetings in which they are

40 given in the city of Boston, in open ward meeting,
41 and shall be registered in the ward records ; and
42 in the town of Winthrop the ballots shall be as-

-43 sorted, counted and declared in open town meet-
-44 ing, and shall be recorded upon the records of the
45 town. The clerk in each ward in the city of Bos-
-46 ton shall make return of all ballots in favor of the

47 acceptance of this act, and the number of ballots
48 against said acceptance, to the board of aldermen
49 of said city, said returns to be made within forty-

-50 eight hours of the close of the polls.
51 It shall be the duty of the board of aldermen of
52 said city to certify as soon as may be the number
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58 of ballots cast in said city and the number of bal-
-54 lots cast in favor of the acceptance of this act and
55 the number of ballots cast against said acceptance
56 to the secretary of the Commonwealth.
57 The selectmen and the town clerk of the town of
58 Winthrop shall, as soon as may he, make a like
59 return of the ballots cast in said town, and the
60 number of ballots cast in favor of accepting of
61 this act, and the number of ballots cast against
62 said acceptance, to the secretary of the Common-
-68 wealth.
64 And if it shall appear that a majority of the
65 votes east in said city and a majority of the votes
66 cast in said town, respectively, are in favor of the
67 acceptance of this act, the said secretary shall im-
-68 mediately issue and publish his certificate declar-
-69 iug this act to have been duly accepted; and after
70 such publication and declaration, it shall not be
71 lawful for the inhabitants of Winthrop, or any
72 otficer of said town, to contract any loan or make
73 any new appropriations of money, or to disburse
74 any money, except in accordance with appropria-
-75 tions and orders legally made before the accept-
-76 ance of this act, unless the same shall first be
77 approved by the mayor and the board of aldermen
78 of said city of Boston.

1 Sect. 8. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs the submission of the question of the ac-
-3 ceptance of this act to the legal voters of said city
4 and said town, respectively, provided for in the
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5 seventh section of this act, shall take effect upon
6 its passage.

1 Sect. 9. If this act shall be accepted as here-
-2 in before provided, it shall take effect for all pur-
-3 poses, except as mentioned in section eight of this
4 act, on the first Monday of January, in the year
5 eighteen hundred and seventy-five.

1 Sect. 10. If any election or balloting upon the
2 question of the acceptance of this act, by either
3 said city or said town, shall within two months
4 thereafter be declared void by the supreme judicial
5 court, upon summary proceedings, which may be
6 had in any county on the petition of fifty voters of
7 either said city or said town, the question of ac-
-8 ceptance of said act shall be again submitted to
9 the legal voters of said city or town, and a meeting

10 thereof shall, within thirty days thereafter he called,
11 held and conducted, and the votes returned and

12 other proceedings had thereon, in like manner as

13 herein before provided. But no election or ballot-

-14 ing shall be held void for informality in calling,
15 holding or conducting the election, or returning
16 the votes, or otherwise, except upon proceedings
17 instituted therefor, as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 11. If this act shall be accepted as pro-
-2 vided in section seven, the citizens of the territory

3 by this act annexed to said city of Boston, shall
4 have the same right to vote for municipal officers,
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5 at the annual municipal election of the city of
6 Boston, in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-7 four, as they would have had if said territory had
8 formed part of the city of Boston for more than
9 six months next before said election.
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