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Commcmrocalti) of illnssndjusctts.

House of Representatives, May 11, 1874.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
Order of the House referring to a change of the law regu-
lating the discipline of prisons, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

EDWARD J. JONES.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
Defining the Powers and Duties of the Board of In-

spectors of the State Prison.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same , as follows:

CommoiuDcaltl) of illassactyusetts.

1 Sect. 1. The board of inspectors and the
2 warden of the state prison shall establish rules
3 and regulations on all matters relating to the man-
-f agement of said prison, and the discipline of the
5 convicts therein, as in their judgment the best hi-
fi terests of the prison shall require, and the board
7 inspectors from time to time shall give such in-
-8 structions to the warden, physician, chaplain and
9 clerk, in regard to their special duties as they may

10 deem necessary or expedient, to secure a harmoni-
-11 ous and efficient cooperation of the several depart-
-12 ments of the prison.

1 Sect. 2. The board of inspectors shall convene
2 at the prison not less than once in two weeks, and
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3 whenever specially notified by the chairman of
4 said hoard, and one or more of said inspectors
5 shall be assigned by said board to visit the prison
6 and inspect the several departments not less than
7 once in each week. Said board, or any of them,
8 may at all times visit and inspect the prison as they
9 may deem expedient, and the warden and all other

10 officers shall give said inspectors free and unre-

-11 stricted access to the cells, hospital, kitchen, shops,
12 chapel, yard, or other premises of said prison,
13 with or without the attendance of an officer, as
14 they may desire.

1 Sect. 3. The inspectors shall have free and
2 unrestricted access to all the convicts in their
3 cells, shops, or in solitary confinement, or under
4 special punishment, and shall from time to time in-
-5 quire into and inspect the methods and extent of
6 the punishments of convicts, their medical treat-
-7 ment, hospital care, moral instruction, and labor in
8 the shops and elsewhere; and said inspectors may
9 issue all necessary orders to the warden to prevent

10 and correct any violations or abuse of the stand-
-11 ing rules, regulations and instructions which they
12 may discover.

1 Sect. 4. The warden shall appoint his deputy,
2 the turnkeys, watchmen and all other subordinate
3 officers of the prison, subject to the approval of
4 the board of inspectors; and said turnkeys, watch-
-5 men and other subordinate officers, so appointed,
6 shall not be removed, except for cause, and upon
7 complaint in writing to the board by the warden
8 or his deputy, and after such hearing as the in-
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9 specters shall deem necessary. When, in the
10 judgment of the warden, it is absolutely necessary
11 to immediately suspend an officer from duty, he
12 may do so, and shall at once report his action,
13 in writing, to the board of inspectors, who shall at
14 their next meeting hear and determine the com-
-15 plaint.

1 Sect. 5. The warden, under the direction of
•2 the inspectors, shall cause one or more letter-
-3 boxes to be placed in some convenient and ac-

-4 cessible place in the yard, hospital and chapel of
5 the prison, into which may be deposited by the
6 convicts any written communication which they
7 may desire to make to the inspectors, or either of
8 them; and when any convict shall make known to

9 any prison officer his wish to write such commimi-
-10 cation to the inspectors, the clerk of the prison
11 shall furnish the convict the necessary writing
12 material, including a self-sealing envelope, and
13 letters so deposited shall be transmitted to the

14 chairman of the board of inspectors, or to the
15 member to which the same may be addressed.


