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House of Representatives, May 12, 1874.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs to whom was referred
the petitions of—

Rufus R. Wade and 184 others ;

J. P. Squire & Co. and others;
Rensalear Knight and others of Somerville;
Edward Atkinson end others of Boston ;

A. H. Rice and others of Boston;
Francis Houghton and 43 others ;

B- F. Shaw and 31 others;
Geo. W. Long and 87 others of Somerville ;

Johnson Fay & Co. and others ;

James AC Perley and 104 others of Cambridge ;

S- F. Woodbridge and 165 other firms of Quincy and
Faneuil Hall Markets;

John McSorley and others of Cambridge ;

Samuel Walker and 59 others ;

A. f. Lowe and other merchants of Boston;
F. Nickerson and others ;

L. R. Mudge, Sawyer & Co. and others;
Chas. J. Adams and 125 others;
Henry L. Daggett and 45 others;
Otis Allen and 55 others ;

(Hommonujcaltl) of ittaseacljusctte.
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Selectmen of Andover,
A. Hamilton & Co. and others ,

Geo. H. Yalpey and others :

Geo. F. Sturtevant and 159 others ;

David Snow and others ;

Geo. F. Whitney and others of Lowell;
J. T. Glines and 91 others;

for,such modification of chapter 167, Acts of 1871, as will
secure the right of trial by jury,—report the accompanying
Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN BIGELOW.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
In addition to an "Act concerning Slaughter-houses

and Noxious and Offensive Trades,” being Chapter
one hundred and sixty-seven of the Acts of the
year eighteen hundred and seventy-one.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives., in General Court assembled, and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The state board of health shall have
2 power to order any person engaged in slaughter”
3 ing cattle, sheep, swine and other animals, or in
4 melting or rendering, to conduct such business in
5 the manner in which the public health or the public
6 comfort and convenience shall, in the judgment of
7 said board, require.

1 Sect. 2. Any person aggrieved by an order of
2 the state board of health, made in pursuance of
3 the authority conferred upon said board by section
4 two of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven of
o the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-



[May,4 SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, Etc.

6 one, or of this act, may appeal therefrom, and shall
7 within thirty days from the service thereof upon
8 him, apply to the superior court, if in session in
9 the county where the building or premises men-

-10 tioned in such order are situated, or in vacation to
11 any justice of said court for a jury; and there-
-12 upon, after such notice to said board as said court
13 shall order, a trial may be had at the bar of said
14 court in the same manner as other civil cases are
15 there tried by jury.

1 Sect. 3. During the pendency of the appeal,
2 the trade or occupation, which is the subject of
3 the order, shall not be carried on within the build-
-4 ing or premises mentioned therein, except in con-

-5 formity with said order; and upon any violation of
G the order the appeal shall forthwith be dismissed.

1 Sect. 4 The verdict of the jury may either
2 alter the order, or affirm or annul it in full; and
3 said verdict, when accepted, shall have the
4 authority and effect of an original order from
5 which no appeal had been taken.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the attorney-
-2 general and of the several district attorneys in
3 their respective districts, in case of any violation
4 of any order of the state board of health made in

5 pursuance of any provision of this act, and not

6 appealed from, and also in case of a violation ol

7 any such order as affirmed or modified by a jury,
8 to commence and prosecute in the name ol the

9 Commonwealth, against the party or parties com-

-10 mitting such violation, any and all proceedings in
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11 law or in equity suitable and proper to enforce the
12 penalty in any such case made and provided, and
13 to secure compliance with the terms of such order.
14 Said attorney-general and district attorneys, within
15 their said respective districts, are also authorized
16 and required, upon application of the state board
17 of health, to appear and represent said board upon
18 the trial of any appeal to a jury from any order
19 of said board made pursuant to any provision of
20 this act.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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CONCLUSIONS OF A MINORITY.

The undersigned are unable to concur with the majority of
the Committee on Mercantile Affairs, in recommending a
change in the statute of 1871, chapter 167, for the following
reasons ;—-

The operation of that statute has been in the highest degree
satisfactory and beneficial. No single instance is pointed out
or claimed by those desiring a change, in which the powers
conferred by it have been abused, or exercised except in a wise
manner, with salutary results.

The nature of the subject is such that the changes proposed
will defeat the object to be attained. The object is police and
sanitary control. It is accomplished by conferring direct
power upon the State Board of Health. To stay the orders
of that board to await the finding of a jury would paralyze the
efficiency of the board.

The petitions in this case are presented by persons, or at
the instance of persons, proceeded against under the statute,
and whose cases are now pending.

To grant them would be to legislate for individual advan-
tage at the expense of the public.

The public welfare, especially in large and rapidly increas-
ing communities, demands the continuance and unimpaired
exercise of the powers conferred by this statute.

For these reasons we recommend that the petitioners have
leave to withdraw.

JOHN A. HAWES.
* ROBERT R. BISHOP.






