
HOUSE No. 372.

House of Representatives May 12, 1874.

The Committee on Eoads and Bridges, to whom was re-
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ferred the Act entitled "An Act to establish and confirm the
judgment and order of the county commissioners of Middle-
sex County concerning the railway crossing and passenger
station in Natick,” and the papers accompanying the same,
having fully considered the matter, beg leave to report that,
in their judgment, the whole subject should be referred to the
next General Court.

For the Committee,

GEO. A. SHAW.
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House of Representatives, May 12, 1874.

A minority of the Committee on Roads and Bridges, to
whom was referred the bill and amendment relating to the
Washington Street crossing in Natick, dissent from the views
of the majority referring the matter to the next General Court,
and respectfully submit the following as some of the reasons
therefor.

Your Committee have limited themselves in this inquiry to
the simple question of "public convenience and necessity,”
avoiding all questions of covenants and equities.

At the first hearing, on the 28th ultimo, about forty of the
citizens of Natick appeared in support of the bill. Several of
these witnesses were called, including representatives of every
board of selectmen holding office since the obstruction of this
street. Their testimony was that the public convenience and
necessity require the restoration of this crossing; that a
bridge was impracticable at this point, while at the same time
the. situation was peculiarly favorable for a grade crossing.

It was admitted by the remonstrants that all of the remain-
ing witnesses, together with a "thousand” other citizens of
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Natick, would testify substantially the same, if present, and
with this the petitioners rested their case.

A view of the premises was had by the Committee, and the

facts show a passenger station standing directly across the
line of what otherwise might be a very handsome street, foxty
feet wide, well built, lined with shade-trees, with residences
upon either side north of the railroad; while on the south
side there are upon it, and in the immediate vicinity of its
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connection with the central street, the public library building,
containing the offices of selectmen, school committee, etc., the
high school, common schools, stores and four or five churches.

It appeared to your Committee that there is now but one
crossing in the village, and across this six tracks are laid;
showing from the situation of the freight-yard that this cross-
ing must be very much obstructed and endangered by the
shifting of freight-cars back and forth over it.

It seemed to your Committee that much relief from this
inconvenience would be found in another crossing at Wash-
ington Street, while a peculiar advantage for a grade-crossing
at this point was noticed, affording as it does an unbroken
view ofall approaching trains from both directions, before the
traveller arrives at the track.

There appears to be a well-worn path across the railroad in
the line of this street, indicating considerable use as now,
although apparently at the risk and inconvenience of climbing
between, or crawling under, freight-cars—a danger which, in
the judgment of your Committee, would be much lessened by
a crossing.

The remonstrants were heard on the 11th instant. They
called five witnesses, residents of Natick. Of these, it appeared
that three lived in the easterly part of the village, who while
they thought another crossing was needed east of Main Street,
did not think the public necessity required it to be at Wash-
ington Street, though differing as to the proper point.

The other two, living west of Washington Street, ques-
tioned the public necessity for this street, but admitted it
would be a great convenience and accommodation to those
who live in its vicinity. And the only objection offered by
either to the restoration of the crossing, was the proposed
removal of the station further east, thus causing the differ-
ence in travel for the people coming from Main Street to
reach it.

But your Committee fail to see the fore 1 of this objection,
from a view of the locality, and also when the people thus in-
commoded earnestly favor the crossing.

For these reasons among others, it seems to your Com-
mittee that the passage of the substitute bill offered by the
gentleman from Newton, Mr. Robinson, which, while it gives
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to the town all they desire, also secures to the railroad com-
pany compensation for all damages caused them, will result in
a speedy settlement of the whole difficulty, restoring friendly
relations between the town and railroad company, and will
prove to the mutual advantage of all parties concerned.

Your Committee therefore report that said substitute bill,
to wit, the bill found in House Document, No. 279, ought to
pass, with the following amendment, to wit: Add at the end
of section one ; "to the lino of said railroad. And said rail-
road company shall construct said way and crossing over its
land and track, within ninety days after the passage of this
act.”

Of the Senate.

Of the House.

H. L. BANCROFT,

P. H. ROBINSON,
H. A. LUCAS,


