
HOUSE No. 411.

AN ACT
To authorize the Construction of a new Bridge and

Avenue across the Charles River, between Boston
and Cambridge.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

(Sommoiuucaltl) of illassoclnisctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

1 Sect. 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge
2 are authorized, subject to the provisions of the one
3 hundred and forty-ninth chapter of the acts of the
4 year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, to construct
5 a bridge and avenue, as hereinafterprovided, across
6 Charles River, from a point on Beacon Street, in
7 Boston, to a point in Cambridge west of the west-
-8 erly line of the lands of the Boston and Albany
9 Railroad. The location of said bridge and avenue
10 shall be determined by the city councils of said
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11 cities, subject to the approval of the board of har-
-12 bor commissioners, and subject moreover to this
13 limitation: namely, that the line thereof shall not
14 be north-east of a line drawn from the junction of
15 Beacon Street and West Chester Park, in Boston,
16 to the junction of Front Street, in said Cambridge,
17 extended, with said lands of the Boston and Albany
18 Railroad, nor south-west of a line from the junc-
-19 tion of Beacon Street, Brookline Avenue and
20 Brighton Avenue, in Boston, to Putnam Avenue,
21 at its junction with said lands of the Boston and
22 Albany Railroad, in Cambridge. Said bridge shall
23 have a draw with a clear opening of at least thirty-
-24 eight feet in width, for the passage of vessels.

1 Sect. 2. Said bridge shall be firmly construct-
-2 ed of iron, resting upon stone piers and abutments,
3 the piers and abutments to be of such size, shape
4 and construction, and to be at such distances from
5 each other as the harbor commissioners, upon ap-
-6 plication made by said cities, upon such notice as

7 said commissioners deem proper, and after a hear-
-8 ing thereon, shall determine and certify to each of
9 said cities; and no piers shall be built except in
9 accordance'’with such certificate. In making such

10 determination and certificate, said commissioners
11 shall have reference to the use of the river for
12 pleasure-boating by row-boats* as well as for other
13 purposes. Said avenue, within the harbor-lines,

14 may be constructed of solid filling, with the ap-
-15 proval of said board of harbor commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. Each city may within its own limits pur-
-2 chase or otherwise take lands not exceeding one
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B hundred feet in width for said bridge and avenue,
4 and all the proceedings relating to such taking
5 shall be the same as in the case of land taken
6 for highways within said cities respectively, with
7 like remedies to all parties interested; and better-
-8 ments may be assessed for the construction of said
9 bridge and avenue, in each city, in like manner as

10 for the laying out of highways under the better-
-11 ment acts in force in each city respectively, with
12 like remedies to all parties interested.

1 Sect. 4. Each of said cities shall bear the
2 expense, including land damages, of constructing
3 such part of said bridge and avenue as lies within
4 its own limits; excepting that the expense of con-
-5 structing so much thereof, including the draw, as
6 shall lie between the harbor lines, shall be borne
7 equally by both cities.

1 Sect. 5. Such bridge and avenue, when com-
-2 pleted, shall be a public highway, and the expense
3 of maintaining the bridge and draw and keeping
4 the bridge and draw in repair and affording all
5 proper and necessary accommodation for the pas-
-6 sage of vessels through the bridge by day or
7 night, shall be borne equally by said cities, and
8 said cities shall be jointly liable for all damage
9 resulting from any defect or want of repair in said

10 bridge or draw by carelessness or neglect in the
11 care of said bridge and draw.

1 Sect. 6. Where said bridge and avenue cross
2 the Boston and Albany Railroad it shall be at
3 such grade as will leave a clear opening of not




