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House of Representatives, June 2, 1874.

The Committee on Education to whom was recommitted the
Bill to establish a quarter-mill school fund for the support of
schools, with instructions "to consider and report whether
any provision in the Act would have the effect to repeal or
alter any of the provisions of law in relation to the distribu-
tion to cities and towns of one moiety of the income of the
school fund; and also, whether any proportion of the money
to be raised under this Act is to be expended by the board
of education and not distributed to the cities and towns,—
have duly considered the same and respectfully report that
the effect of the Act would be to alter the provisions of the
law in relation to the distribution of one moiety of the income
of the school fund among the cities and towns. But no por-
tion of the money raised under this Act could be expended by
the board of education without a special Act of the legislature.

The board of education can expend no money without a
special appropriation, and this Act gives them no additional
power.

Your Committee report back the Bill that was referred to
them, and also another Bill, which we recommend be substi-
tuted for the original Bill, which will accomplish essentially
the same result.

For the Committee

J. F. MOORS.

Commomucaltl) of illassacljusctts.
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In the Year Chie Thousand Ei«;ht Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
Relating to the Massachusetts School Fund.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Coart assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

CommomDcaltl) of illassachusctts

1 Sect. 1. All the receipts from the sales of the
2 Back Bay lands, less the expenses of commission-
-3 ers, and of filling and preparing the lands for sale,
4 including the portions now by law payable into
5 the bounty loan or war loan sinking funds, and
6 also all net receipts, not already appropriated from
7 sales of other public lands, shall be added to the
8 principal of the Massachusetts school fund, till it
9 shall amount to three million dollars.

1 Sect. 2. One-half of the annual income of said
2 fund shall be apportioned and distributed for the
3 support of public schools without a specific ap-
-4 propriation, and in the manner following, to wit:
5 Every town complying with all laws in force relat-
-6 ing to the distribution of said income, and whose
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7 valuation of real and personal estate, as shown by
8 the last returns thereof, does not exceed one mil-
-9 lion dollars, shall annually receive two hundred

10 dollars; every town complying as aforesaid, whose
11 valuation is more than one million, and does not
12 exceed three million dollars, shall receive one hun-
-13 dred and fifty dollars; and every town complying
14 as aforesaid, whose valuation is more than three
15 million and does not exceed five million dollars,
16 shall receive one hundred dollars. The remainder
17 of said moiety, after the division above provided,
18 shall be distributed to all the towns and cities of
19 the Commonwealth whose valuation does not ex-
-20 ceed ten million dollars, in proportion to the num-
-21 her of persons belonging to each between five and
22 fifteen years of age.

1 Sect. 3. All money appropriated for other
2 educational purposes, unless otherwise provided in
3 the act appropriating the same, shall be paid from
4 the other half of said income, so long as it shall
sbe sufficient for that purpose. If insufficient, the
.6 excess of such appropriation in each year, shall be
7 paid from any money in the treasury not otherwise
8 appropriated. If the income in any year exceeds
9 such appropriations, the surplus shall be added to

10 the principal of said fund.

1 Sect. 4. Chapter forty-five of the acts of eigh-
'2 teen hundred and seventy is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect from its
2 passage.




