
HOUSE No. 453.

[House, No. 438, as amended.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To consolidate the several Acts relating to Elections,

passed since the General Statutes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:
I. PROVISIONS IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER SIX OF THE

GENERAL STATUTES.
1 Sect. 1 Every male citizen of twenty-one
2 years of age and upwards (except paupers, per-
-3 sons under guardianship, and persons excluded by
4 article twenty of the amendments to the consti-
-5 tution), who has resided in the state one year,
6 and within the city or town in which he claims
i a right to vote six months next preceding any

Commomucaltl) ot iilassadjusctts.
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8 election of city, town, county, or state officers,
9 or of representatives to congress, or electors of

10 president and vice-president, and who has paid,
11 by himself, his parent, master, or guardian, a state
12 or county tax assessed upon him in this state
13 within two years next preceding such election,
14 and every citizen exempted from taxation but
15 otherwise qualified, shall have a right to vote in
16 all such elections; and no other person shall have
17 such right to vote.

1 Sect. 2. In any election of representatives to
2 congress, no person shall be allowed to vote for
3 the same until he shall have resided in the congres-
-4 sional district where he offers to vote, six months
5 next preceding such election, and shall be other-
-6 wise qualified according to the constitution and
7 laws: provided, that when the state shall be dis-
-8 tricted anew for members of congress, he shall
9 have the right so to vote in the district where he

10 is located by such new arrangement; and provided,
11 also, that no voter residing in any city which now

12 is, or hereafter may be, divided by the line between
13 congressional districts, shall be deprived of his
14 vote in the district in which he was assessed, or

15 liable to assessment, on the first day of May next
16 preceding such congressional election, if he be

17 otherwise qualified.

1 Sect. 3. The collectors of state and county
2 taxes in each city and town shall keep an accurate
3 account of the names of all persons from whom
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4 they receive payment of any state or county tax,
5 and of the time of such payment; and upon re-

-6 quest, shall deliver to the person paying the same

7 a receipt specifying his name and time of payment ;

8 and such receipts shall be admitted as presumtive
9 evidence thereof.

1 Sect. 4. The collectors, whether the time for
2 which they were chosen has expired or not, shall
3 twice in each year, namely, once not more than
4 twenty nor less than fifteen days before the annual
5 city or town elections, and once not more than
6 twenty nor less than fifteen days before the Tues-
-7 day next after the first Monday in November,
8 return to the mayor and aldermen and selectmen
9 of their respectiye cities and towns, an accurate

10 list of all persons from whom they have received
11 payment of any state or county tax subsequently
12 to the time appointed for making their last preced-
-13 ing return.

1 Sect. 5. Every collector neglecting to make
2 such return shall forfeit one hundred dollars for
3 each neglect; and twenty dollars for every name

4 in respect to which he makes a false return.

1 Sect. 6. When any person, on or before the
2 fifteenth day of September, in any year, gives
3 notice in writing, accompanied by satisfactory
4 evidence, to the assessors of a city or town, that
5 he was on the first day of May of that year, an in-
G habitant thereof, and liable to pay a poll-tax, and



[June,ELECTION LAWS.4

7 furnishes under oath a true list of his polls and
8 estate, both real and personal, not exempt from
9 taxation, the assessors shall assess him for his polls

10 and estate; but such assessment shall be subject
11 to the provisions of chapter one hundred and
12 twenty-one of the acts of the year one thousand
13 eight hundred and sixty-live; and the assessors
14 shall, on or before the first day of October, deposit
15 with the clerk of the city or town a list of the per-
-16 sons so assessed. The taxes so assessed shall be
17 entered in the tax list of the collector of/ the city
18 or town, and he shall collect and pay over the
19 same in the manner specified in his warrant.

1 Sect. 7. The mayor and aldermen of cities,
2 and selectmen of towns, shall at least ten days
3 before the annual city and town elections, and at
4 least ten days before the Tuesday next after the
5 first Monday in November, annually, make correct
6 alphabetical lists of all the persons qualified to
7 vote for the several officers to be elected at those
8 periods, and shall at least ten days before said
9 elections cause such lists to be posted up in two or

10 more public places in their respective cities and
11 towns.

1 Sect. 8. The selectmen of towns shall be in
2 session at some convenient place for a reasonable
3 time, within forty-eight hours next preceding all

4 meetings for the election of town, county or state
5 officers, or of representatives in congress, or of
6 electors of president and vice-president; for the
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7 purpose of receiving evidence of the qualifications
8 of persons claiming a right to vote in such elec-
-9 tions and of correcting the lists of voters. Such

10 session shall be holden for one hour at least before
11 the opening of the meeting on the day of the
12 election, and notice of the time and place of hold-
-13 ing the sessions shall be given by the selectmen
14 upon the lists posted up as provided in the preced-
-15 ing section.

1 Sect. 9. The mayor and aldermen of cities
2 shall be in session on the day immediately preced-
-3 ing the meeting for any election, and for as much
4 longer time previous to said day as they judge
5 necessary, for the purpose of receiving evidence of
6 the qualifications of persons claiming right to vote
7 at such meeting, and of correcting the lists of
8 voters; and they shall give notice of the time and
9 place of holding the sessions upon lists of voters

10 posted up as required by section seven of this
11 act. When the day immediately preceding such
12 meeting is Sunday, such session shall be held on

13 the Saturday preceding.

1 Sect. 10. The name of no person shall be
2 added to the voting lists in any city after the lists
3 have been placed in the hands of the ward officers,
4 unless the qualifications of said person as a voter
5 shall have been determined by the mayor and
6 aldermen, at some meeting held previous to the
7 opening of the polls; such fact to be verified by
8 the certificate of the city clerk.
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1 Sect. 11. Voters in cities shall be registered
2 in the respective wards wherein they are assessed,
3 except as provided in the next section.

1 Sect. 12. No person who removes from one
2 ward in any city to another ward shall be regis-
-3 tered as a legal voter in said last mentioned ward,
4 or vote therein, until he has resided in said last
5 mentioned ward continuously for a period of at
6 least three months, when he may be so registered;
7 and until any person who so removes shall have
8 the right to be registered and vote in the last
9 mentioned ward, he shall have the right to vote in

10 the ward in which he was previously registered, if
11 otherwise qualified according to the constitution
12 and laws.

1 Sect. 13. In every toAvn where the number of
2 qualified voters exceeds one thousand, a session of
3 the selectmen for like purpose to that mentioned
4 in section eight of this act, shall be holden on the
5 day immediately preceding the meeting, and for as

6 much longer time previous to said day as they
7 judge necessary for the purpose aforesaid. When
8 the day immediately preceding such meeting is
9 Sunday, such session shall be holden on the Satur-

-10 day preceding.

1 Sect. 14. The selectmen shall also enter on

2 such lists the name of any person known to them
3 to be qualified to vote, and shall erase therefrom
4 the name of any person known to them not to be
5 qualified.
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1 Sect. 15. The mayor and aldermen and select-
-2 men before entering upon the lists the name of a
3 naturalized citizen, shall require him to produce
4 for their inspection his papers of naturalization
5 and be satisfied that he has been legally natural-
-6 ized; but they need not require the production of
7 such papers after they have once examined and
8 passed upon them.

1 Sect. 16. Whoever gives a false name or a

2 false answer to the mayor and aldermen or select-
-3 men when in session for the purposes aforesaid,
4 shall forfeit the sum of thirty dollars for each
5 offence.

1 Sect. 17. The mayor and aldermen and select-
-2 men, if they have duly entered on said lists the
3 names of all persons returned to them by the col-
-4 lectors, shall not be answerable for any omissions
5 therefrom.

1 Sect. 18. A city or town officer who wilfully
2 neglects or refuses to perform any duty required
3 of him by the provisions of the preceding sections
4 of this act, shall for each offence forfeit a sum not
5 exceeding two hundred dollars.

IT. PROVISIONS IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS TWO, THREE,
EIGHT AND NINE OF CHAPTER SEVEN OF THE GENERAL
STATUTES.

1 Sect. 19. Meetings for the election ofnational,
2 state, district and county officers may be opened
3 as early as seven o’clock in the forenoon, and shall
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4 be opened as early as two o’clock in the afternoon
5 of the election day, and the mayor and aldermen
6 and selectmen shall decide whether such officers
7 shall be voted for on one ballot or at the same time
8 on separate ballots, and shall give notice thereof
9 in the warrant calling the meeting.

3 Sect. 20. Such meetings in cities shall be
2 called according to the provisions of the acts
8 establishing them and the acts in addition thereto,
4 and the warrant for notifying such meetings shall
5 specify the time when the polls for the choice of
6 the several officers shall be opened, and the hour
7 at which the polls shall be closed; and the polls
8 shall be kept open at least two hours; but in no
9 case shall the polls be kept open after sunset.

1 Sect. 21. Such meetings in towns shall be
2 called by the selectmen in the manner ordered by
3 the towns, and the warrant for notifying such
4 meetings shall specify the time when the polls for
5 the choice of the several officers shall be opened,
6 and the hour at which the polls may be closed.
7 The polls in towns shall be kept open at least two
8 hours, and for such longer time as a majority of
9 the voters present shall by vote direct, but they

10 shall not be closed until the hour named in the
11 warrant has arrived; and in no case shall the
12 polls be kept open after the hour of sunset.

1 Sect. 22. At town meetings for the election of
2 national, state, district and county officers, the
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3 selectmen shall preside; and shall have all the
4 powers which are vested in moderators.

1 Sect. 23. The presiding officers at meetings
2 held for the election of town or other officers, shall
3 be provided with a complete list of the persons
4 qualified to vote at such election; and no person
5 shall vote at an election whose name has not been
6 previously placed on such list, nor until the pre-
-7 siding officers find and check his name thereon:
8 provided, however, that in the election of town offi-
-9 cers, it shall not be necessary to find and check

10 the name of the voter, except in the cases where
11 the election is, or may be, required by statute to
12 be by ballot; and in all other cases, the check-list
13 shall be used or not, as the town, at its meeting,
14 may determine, except that in the election of mod-
-15 erators of town meetings, held for the choice of
16 town officers, the check-list shall be used.

111. PROVISIONS IN AMENDMENT OF SECTIONS SEVEN TO

TWENTY-FOUR INCLUSIVE OF CHAPTER EIGHT OF THE
GENERAL STATUTES,

Representatives to the General Court.

1 Sect. 24. Warrants for meetings for the elec-
-2 tion of representatives to the general court shall
3 direct that the voters in towns, cities and wards,
4 be notified to bring in their votes on one ballot
5 for the representatives to which their several dis-
-6 tricts are entitled, and shall specify the number
7 thereof. And such elections shall be conducted
8 and the results thereof determined as provided in

2
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9 chapter seven of the General Statutes, except as
10 otherwise provided in this act.

1 Skot. 25. In towns, cities and wards, composing
2 a part of a representative district, the selectmen
3 and town clerks and ward officers, in open town
4 and ward meetings, and the mayor and aldermen
5 and city clerks, shall forthwith upon the vote for
6 representative being recorded, make out under their
7 hands and seal up and deliver to their respective
8 clerks, a true transcript of such record.

1 Sect. 26. The county commissioners, mayor
2 and aldermen, or board of aldermen, or such special
3 commissioners as are authorized to apportion the
4 representation assigned to the several counties, at
5 their meeting for such purpose, shall designate a

6 place in each representative district, not contained
7 in or consisting of one town or city, at which the
8 clerks of towns, cities and wards, composing such
9 district, shall assemble for the purpose of ascertain-

-10 ing the result of elections. Due notice of such
11 appointment shall be given by said commissioners
12 or mayor and aldermen to every town, city and
13 wai'd, in the district. Such place of meeting may
14 be changed once in two years by the same authority,
15 after a hearing on the petition of two of such clerks.

1 Sect. 27. The clerks of cities, towns and wards,
2 composing such districts, shall meet at noon on
3 the day following an election for representatives,
4 at the place so designated, and shall examine and



1874.] HOUSE—No. 453. 11

5 compare such transcripts and ascertain what per-
-6 sons have been elected. If any error appears in a

7 transcript or return, the clerks shall forthwith give
8 notice thereof to the officers required to make the
9 return, and such officers shall forthwith, in conform-

-10 ity with the truth and under oath, make a new

11 return, which, whether made with or without such
12 notice, shall be received and examined by said
13 clerks within two days after the time appointed for
14 the meeting; and for that pimpose the meeting may
15 be adjourned not exceeding two days. No return
16 shall be rejected when the number of votes given
17 for each candidate can be ascertained.

1 Sect. 28. Such clerks shall at such meeting
2 make out under their hands a complete return of
3 the names ofall persons for whom votes were given
4 in the district, and the number of votes for each
5 person, and a record of the return shall be made in
6 the book of records of their respective cities, towns
7 and wards, within four days after the day of the
8 meeting.

1 Sect. 29. When it is ascertained who is elected
2 representative in a district, composed of one town
3 or city, or one or more wards of a city, the select-
-4 men or mayor and aldermen shall make out dupli-
-5 cate certificaates thereof, one of which they shall
6 transmit to the office of the secretary of the Com-
-7 monwealth on or before the first Wednesday in
8 January following, and the other by a constable or
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9 other authorized officer to the person elected,
10 within ten days after the day of election.

1 Sect. 30. When the clerks of cities, towns and
2 wards composing a district, at their meeting for
3 the purpose, ascertain that a representative is
4 elected in their district, they or a majority of them
5 shall make out duplicate certificates thereof, one
6 of which they shall deliver into the office of the
7 secretary of the Commonwealth, on or before the
8 first day of January following, and the other by a
9 constable or other authorized officer transmit to

10 the person elected, within ten days after the day
11 of election.

1 Sect. 31. Such certificates of election shall be
2 in substance as follows:

3 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, county of . Pur-
-4 suant to a law of this Commonwealth, the qualified voters of
5 Representative District Number ,in their several meet-
-6 ings on the day of November instant, for the choice of
7 representatives in general court, did elect , being
8 inhabitants of said district, to represent them in the general
9 court to be holden on the first Wednesday of January' next.

10 Dated at the day of in the year one
11 thousand eight hundred and

12 Such certificate shall have a return thereon,
13 signed by the officer authorized to give such
14 notice, and stating that notice of the choice was
15 given to the persons therein mentioned, and that
16 said persons were summoned to attend the general
17 court accordingly.
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1 Sect. 32. If it shall appear that no choice of
2 representative has been effected bj reason of two
3 or more persons having the same number of votes
4 so that no person has a plurality, a certificate of
5 the fact shall be transmitted to the secretary of
6 the Commonwealth by the same officers and in the
7 same manner as is provided in sections twenty-
-8 nine and thirty of this act for one of the certifi-
-9 cates of election in cases when an election is made.

1 Sect. 33. When a vacancy occurs in a repre-
-2 sentative district, the speaker of the house of
3 representatives shall, in the precept which he may
4 issue by order of the house giving notice of such
5 vacancy, appoint a time for an election to fill the
6 same. Upon the reception of such precept, the
7 mayor and aldermen of a city and the selectmen
8 of the towns comprising the district, shall issue
9 their warrants for an election on the' day named in

10 the precept; and similar proceedings shall be had
11 in filling such vacancy as in the original election
12 of representatives.

1 Sect. 34. The secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall furnish to cities and towns blank forms for
3 certificates, transcripts and returns required under
4 this act. Such blanks for returns shall have printed
5 thereon sections twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one and
6 thirty-two of this act, and the first four sections
7 of chapter two of the General Statutes.
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1 Sect. 35. City or town officers wilfully neglect-
-2 ing or refusing to perform the duties required of
3 them under chapter eight of the General Statutes
4 or under this act, shall for each offence forfeit a
5 sum not exceeding two hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 36. Selectmen giving a certificate of
2 election to a person voted for as representative to
3 the general court, not in accordance with the
4 declaration of the vote in open town meeting at
5 the time of the election, shall forfeit three hundred
6 dollars.

1 Sect. 37. Clerks wilfully signing a certificate
2 not in conformity with the result of au election, as

3 apparent by the transcripts and returns, shall for-
-4 feit a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 38. Towns and cities may provide suit-
-2 able compensation to clerks and selectmen for
3 services performed by them under the require-
-4 ments of this act.

1 Sect. 39. In case of a vacancy in the office of
2 town, city or ward clerk, or any disability in such
3 clerk to perform the duties required by chapter
4 eight of the General Statutes or this act, the
5 selectmen, mayor and aldermen, or board of alder-
-6 men, or warden, may appoint a clerk pro tempore,
7 who shall be sworn and perform such duties.
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IV.—PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE PRESERVATION OF BAL-
LOTS AND CHECK-LISTS IN CITIES.

1 Sect. 40. In all elections in cities, whether the
2 same shall be for United States, state, county, city
8 or ward officers, it shall be the duty of the warden,
4 or other presiding officer, to cause all ballots which
5 shall have been given in by the qualified voters of
6 the ward in which such election has been held, and
7 after the same shall have been sorted, counted,
8 declared and recorded, to be secured in an envel-
-9 ope, in open ward meeting, and sealed with a seal

10 provided for the purpose; and the warden, clerk,
11 and a majority of the inspectors of the ward, shall
12 indorse upon the envelope for what offices and in
18 what ward the ballots have been received, the date
14 of the election, and their certificate that all the
15 ballots given in by the voters of the ward, and
16 none other, are contained in said envelope.

1 Sect. 41. The warden, or other presiding offi-
-2 cer, shall forthwith transmit the ballots, sealed as
3 aforesaid, to the city clerk, by the constable in
4 attendance at said election, or by one of the ward
5 officers other than the clerk; and the clerk shall
6 retain the custody of the seal, and deliver the
7 same, together with the records of the ward and
8 other documents, to his successor in office.

1 Sect. 42. The city clerk shall cause to be fur-
-2 nished to the clerks of the several wards a seal of
3 suitable device, the design of which shall include
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4 the number or designation of the ward for which
5 it shall be furnished. He shall receive and retain
6 in his care the ballots transmitted to him, for the
7 space of not less than sixty days; if within the
8 time prescribed by law for forwarding returns or
9 declaring the results of an election, ten or more

10 citizens of any ward shall notify the city clerk,
11 by a written statement, that they have reason to
12 believe that the returns of the ward officers are

13 erroneous, and shall specify wherein they deem
14 them in error, the said clerk shall receive such
15 statement, and shall notify the board of aldermen,
16 or the committee thereof appointed to examine the
17 returns of said election, and the board of alder-
-18 men, or their committee, shall, within the time
19 required by law for examining the returns or de-
-20 daring the results of the election, examine the
21 ballots thrown in said ward, and determine the
22 questions raised; they shall then re-seal the envel-
-23 ope, either with the seal of the city or a seal pro-
-24 vided for the purpose, and shall indorse upon said
25 envelope a certificate that the same has been opened
26 and re-sealed by them in conformity to law; and
27 the ballots, sealed as aforesaid, shall be returned
28 to the city clerk, who, upon their certificate, shall
29 alter and amend such returns as are found to be
30 erroneous, and such amended return shall stand as
31 the time return of the ward. And if, within sixty
32 days of an election, any person who received votes
33 for any office at said election shall serve upon the
34 city clerk, by himself, his agent or attorney, a

35 written notification claiming an election to such
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36 office, and declaring an intention to contest the
37 right of any person who has received or who may
38 receive a certificate of election for the same, the
39 city clerk shall retain such ballots, sealed as afore-
-40 said, subject to the order of the body to which
41 such person shall claim to have been elected, or

42 until such claim shall have been withdrawn or
43 finally decided.

1 Sect. 43. In all elections in cities in which a
2 check-list is required by law to be used, the war-
-3 den or other presiding officer of each ward shall
4 cause the check-list so used to be enclosed and
5 sealed in an envelope in the same manner as the
6 ballots cast at said election are required by law to
7 be secured by section forty of this act, and the
8 warden, clerk and a majority of the inspectors
9 in each ward shall certify on such envelope to the

10 identity of the check-list so inclosed: provided■,

11 that nothing in this act shall be construed to pre-
-12 vent the clerk of any city from furnishing a copy
13 of a check-list after it has been used in any ward,
14 upon the application of not less than ten legal
15 voters resident therein; and immediately upon
16 such copy being furnished, the check-list shall be
17 again sealed up.

1 Sect. 44. Whenever in any election the right
2 of any person offering to vote is challenged for
3 any cause recognized by existing laws, it shall be
4 the duty of the warden or presiding officer, if the
5 person challenging shall so demand, to require the

3
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G person so offering to vote to write his name and
7 residence upon the ballot so offered and chal-
-8 lenged, and the warden or presiding officer shall
9 add thereto the name of the person challenging

10 the same, and the cause assigned therefor, before
11 such ballot shall be received; and if such ballot
12 shall be offered sealed, the writing as aforesaid
13 may be upon the envelope covering the same, and
14 the warden or other presiding officer, in the pres-
-15 ence of the clerk and at least one inspector, shall
1G mark and designate such ballot by writing thereon
17 the name of the person by whom it was cast, be-
-18 fore it is counted, and at the close of the election
19 the same shall be returned to the envelope in
20 which it was deposited: provided, that nothing
21 contained in this section shall be so construed as
22 to permit ward officers to receive any vote which,
23 by existing laws, they are required to refuse.

1 Sect. 45. If any city clerk shall wilfully neg-
-2 lect or refuse to comply with any of the require-
-3 ments of the preceding five sections of this act,
4 he shall be punished by a fine not exceeding two
5 hundred dollars. And if any warden or other
6 presiding officer, constable or ward officer as

7 aforesaid, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to com-

-8 ply with the provisions of said sections, he shall
9 be punished by a fine of not less than twenty, or

10 more than two hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-11 ment in the county jail for a term not exceeding
12 one year.
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V.—PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE PRESERVATION OP BAL-
LOTS AND CHECK-LISTS IN TOWNS.

1 Sect. 46. At every election in towns for offi-
-2 cers other than town officers, the selectmen shall
3 cause all ballots given in, after having been
4 counted, declared and recorded, to be secured in
5 an envelope and sealed, and they shall endorse on
6 such envelope for what officers the enclosed bal-
-7 lots were cast, and at what election, and the same
8 shall be sealed, endorsed and delivered to the town
9 clerk, before the adjournment of the meeting at

10 which the ballots were cast.

1 Sect. 47. The clerk shall carefully preserve
2 such envelope, unopened, sixty days, and if within
B that time any person voted for serves notice on
4 him in writing, claiming an election, and desiring
.7 a recount of said ballots, the clerk shall continue
6 to hold such envelope, subject to the order of the
7 legislative body to which such person claims an
8 election, or in other cases, of the board required
9 by law finally to examine the returns and issue

10 certificates of election; and in all such cases said
11 legislative body or board may take and open said
12 envelope and recount the ballots thus preserved.

1 Sect. 48. In all elections in towns in which a
2 check-list is required by law to be used (except
3 elections for town officers), the selectmen shall
4 cause the check-list so used to be inclosed and
5 sealed in an envelope, in the same manner, but not
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6 in the same envelope, as the ballots cast at said
7 election are required hy law to be secured by sec-
-8 tion forty-six of this act; and a majority of the
9 selectmen shall certify on such envelope to the

10 identity of the check-list so inclosed: provided, that
11 nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent
12 the selectmen from furnishing a copy of a check-
-13 list after it has been used in any election, upon the
11 application of not less than ten legal voters,
15 resident therein; and immediately upon such copy
16 being furnished, the check-list shall be again
17 sealed up, with a new certificate attached, by Avhich
18 the identity and original condition shall be certified
19 by a majority of the selectmen.

1 Sect. 49. When the right of a person offering
2 a ballot at any election in towns for officers, other
3 than town officers, is challenged for any cause

4 recognized by law, the selectmen, if they receive
5 the same, shall require the voter to write his name
6 and residence thereon, and they shall add thereto
7 the name of the challenger, and the cause assigned
8 for challenging. And if such ballot shall be
9 offered sealed, the writing as aforesaid be

10 upon the envelope covering the same, and the
11 selectmen shall mark and designate such ballot by
12 writing thereon the name of the person by whom
13 it was cast, before it is counted, and at the close of
14 the election the same shall be returned to the
15 envelope in which it is deposited.
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1 Sect. 50. Whoever wilfully or negligently vio-
-2 lates any provision of the four preceding sections
3 of this act, shall be punished by a fine not exceed-
-4 ing two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the
5 county jail not exceeding one year.

VI.—PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE ELECTION OF WARD
OFFICERS IN CITIES.

1 Sect. 51. At each municipal election in any
2 city, it shall be the duty of the ward officers of the
3 several wards to make out and sign certificates of
4 the election of such ward officers as are chosen at
5 such election, in the manner now provided by law,
6 and said certificates for each ward shall be placed
7 in one envelope, endorsed “ ward officers chosen in
8 ward' number ,” and transmitted to the city
9 clerk, who shall retain said envelopes unopened for

10 twenty days, subsequent to the day of said election,
11 and he shall then open said envelopes, and trans-
-12 mit said certificates to the persons who appear to
13 be thus chosen.

1 Sect. 52. If, within said twenty days, a state-
-2 ment, in writing, is filed with the city clerk, signed
3 by ten legal voters in any ward, stating that they
4 believe that the warden, or clerk, or any inspector
5 of elections of said ward, who has been declared
6 elected, did not receive a plurality of the votes cast
7 on the preceding election day, it shall he the duty
8 of the city clerk to lay the same before the board
9 of aldermen for the time being, who shall proceed
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10 to count the original ballots east for such warden,
11 clerk or inspector, and shall declare the result, and
12 shall issue a certificate to the person entitled
13 thereto: provided, that this act shall not apply to
14 ward officers chosen to fill vacancies on election
15 day.

1 Sect. 53. If the charter of any city, or any act
2 in amendment of such charter, or otherwise relat-
-3 ing to such city, contains any specific and particu-
-4 lar provision inconsistent with such of the provis-
-5 ions of this act as apply to cities, such specific and
6 particular provision shall continue in force in such
7 city, anything in this act contained to the contrary
8 notwithstanding: provided, however, that all elec-
-9 tions in cities which, by any act, are appointed to be

10 held on Monday, shall be held on the Tuesday
11 next following such Monday.

VII.—CONCLUDING PROVISIONS.

1 Sect. 54. Until the close of the polls and the
2 public declaration of the vote at an election in any
3 city,

no statement shall be made by any snper-
-4 visor, warden, inspector or clerk, of the number
5 of ballots cast, the number of voters present, the
6 number of votes given for any person or for any
7 officer, the name of any person who has voted, the
8 name of any person which has been voted on, nor
9 of any other fact tending to show the state of the

10 polls.
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1 Sect. 55. Any warden, ward clerk, or inspector
2 or supervisor violating the provisions of the pre-
-3 ceding section of this act, shall be punished by a

4 fine of not more than one hundred dollars or im-
-5 prisonment in the house of correction for twenty
G days.

1 Sect. 56. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 affect the validity of the provisions of chapter sixty
B of the acts of the present year, entitled an act to
4 establish the board of registrars of voters of the
5 city of Boston and to regulate the preparation and
6 revision of the voting lists in said city.

1 Sect. 57. Chapter six of the General Statutes,
2 sections one, two, three, eight and nine of chap-
-3 ter seven of the General Statutes, and sections
4 seven to twenty-four, inclusive, of chapter eight of
5 the General Statutes, together with the several
6 acts enumerated in the schedule hereto appended,
7 are hereby repealed: provided, that such repeal
8 shall not revive any act heretofore repealed or

9 superseded; and the provisions of this act, so far
10 as they are the same as those of existing laws,
11 shall be construed as a continuation of such laws,
12 and not as new enactments; and references in laws
13 not repealed to provisions of laws incorporated
14 herein, shall be construed as applying to the same
15 provisions so incorporated.
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Schedule of Acts Repealed.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty.
Chapter 138. An act concerning municipal elections.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundredand Sixty-one.
Chapter 145. An act defining the qualifications of voters for representatives to Congress.

An Act of the Year One ThousandEight Hundred and Sixty-two.
Chapter 180. Section first of an actrelating to the election of town officers.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-three.
Chapter 144. An act concerning electionsin cities.
Chapter 198. An act in relation to the election of moderators of town meetings.

Acts of the Year One ThousandEight Hundredand Sixty-seven.
Chapter 50. An act in relation to the time of holding meetings for the election of certain

officers.
Chapter 206. An act in addition to an act concerning the qualifications of electors.
Chapter 240. An act in relation to the election of ward officers.

An Act of the Year One ThousandEight Hundredand Sixty-eight.
Chapter 211. An act relating to the assessment of taxes.

Acts of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundredand Sixty-nine.
Chapter 62. An act concerning elections in cities and towns.
Chapter 443. An act to repeal section one of chapter two hundred and eleven of the acts of

the year eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, concerning theassessment of taxes.

An Act of the Year One Thousand Eight Hundredand Seventy-one.
Chapter 40. An act concerning the preservation of ballots in towns.

Acts of the Year One ThousandEight Hundred and Seventy-two.
Chapter 140. An act to change the time of holding the annual municipal elections in cities.
Chapter 261. An act in relation to the change of domicile of voters in cities.
Chapter 270. An act concerning election in cities.

An Act of the Year One ThousandEight Hundredand Seventy-three.
Chapter 376. An act to prevent fraud at elections in cities.

An Act of the STear One Thousand Eight Hundredand Seventy-four.
Chapter 20. An act concerning elections in cities.

1 Sect. 58. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

Note.— Act of 1871, eh. 124, an Act to provide for the use of a check-
list in the election of the officers of fire districts, is not included in this
consolidation.


