
HOUSE No. 487.

House of Representatives, June 18, 1874.

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was recommitted
Senate Rill regulatin'* elections in the city of Boston, report
that it ought to pass in a new draft.

For the Committee

C. R. CODMAN.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Boston, and to

regulate Elections in said city.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. At every annual municipal election in
2 the city of Boston there shall be chosen by the
3 qualified voters of each ward seven inspectors of
4 elections for such ward, who shall he residents
5 therein, and who shall hold their offices for one
6 year, and until others shall be chosen and qualified
7 in their stead; but, at such annual election, no
8 person shall vote for more than four inspectors, and
9 no ballot for inspectors shall be counted that con-

10 tains the names of more than four persons for in-
-11 spectors. The seven persons receiving the highest
12 number of votes shall be declared elected; and if
13 less than seven persons shall be elected, the vacan-
-14 cies shall be filled as provided by the charter of
15 said city or by any acts in amendment thereof.
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1 Sect. 2. There shall be provided, under the
2 direction of the city clerk and at the expense of
3 said city, not less than four ballot-boxes for each
4 ward. Each of said boxes shall be plainly marked
5 with the number of the ward where it is to be
6 used, and shall have a single opening in its cover
7 sufficiently large to admit with convenience a
8 single ballot. Each box shall be furnished with
9 a lock and key, so that the same may be kept

10 securely fastened and not opened during the
11 progress of the voting as hereinafter provided.
12 The warden, before the voting begins, in the pres-
-13 ence of the clerk and inspectors, and in open meet-
-14 ing, shall see that the ballot-boxes are empty, and
15 shall forthwith securely close the same, and the
1G boxes shall not be reopened until the polls are
17 closed, nor except as hereinafter provided. The
18 warden shall then deliver the boxes and lists of
19 voters to the inspectors, who shall have the cus-

-20 tody of the same during the election as hereinafter
21 provided.

1 Sect. 3. Officers to be elected at any national,
2 state or municipal election, shall be voted for on

3 one ballot.

1 Sect. 4. The inspectors shall have the custody
2 of the ballot-boxes and lists of voters for their
3 respective wards during the days of the national,
4 state and municipal elections, from and after the
5 opening of the polls, and until delivered by the

6 warden to the constable in attendance as herein

7 provided, and they shall check the name of each

8 person voting, and shall watch and assist in the
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9 deposit of the ballots. Immediately upon the
10 close of the polls, the warden shall deliver to the
11 constable in attendance, for transmission to the
12 city clerk, the voting lists used at the election,
13 sealed and certified in the manner provided by
14 law; and shall also immediately open the ballot-
-15 boxes, and in open meeting the inspectors shall
16 proceed to count the votes cast, and the warden
17 shall thereupon make public declaration of the
18 result in open meeting, and the clerk shall record
19 the same in the record book of his ward.

1 Sect. 5. If, when said ballot-boxes are opened
2 for the purpose of counting the ballots as afore-
-3 said, two or more ballots are found folded together,
4 neither shall be counted. If more than one vote
5 for the same person, for the same office, is found
6 upon the same ballot, but one such vote shall be
7 counted. If more than the number of persons
8 necessary to fill any office are voted for on one
9 ballot, the vote for no one of such persons shall be

10 counted.

1 Sect. 6. All the ballots cast in each ward in
2 said city, in any national, state or municipal elec-
-3 tion, after the same shall have been counted as
4 aforesaid, shall be secured in an envelope, which
5 shall be sealed, and the inspectors who counted
6 the ballots for such ward, shall indorse upon said
7 envelope for what offices and in what ward the
8 enclosed ballots were cast, the date of the election,
9 and a certificate, signed by the warden, clerk and

10 such inspectors, that all the ballots cast at such
11 election in said ward, and none other, are contained
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in said envelope, and said inspectors shall im-
-13 mediately thereafter deliver said ballots to the
14 warden, who shall forthwith deliver the same to
15 the constable in attendance, who shall forthwith
16 carry and deliver the same to the city clerk, who
17 shall retain them, secured as aforesaid, for the
18 space of thirty days succeeding such election.

1 Sect. 7. The vote of each ward, when counted,
2 shall be recorded by the clerk, and in such record
3 shall he stated each office voted for, and for each
4 such office the whole number of ballots cast, the
5 number of ballots rejected, the number of blank
6 ballots, the name of every person voted for, and
7 the number of votes given for such person. The
8 record of the vote of each ward shall be signed by
9 the warden and clerk of the ward and by at least

10 a quorum of the inspectors. A transcript of such
11 record, certified to by the officers who signed such
12 record, shall be forthwith delivered by them to said
13 city clerk, who shall forthwith enter such tran-
-14 scripts as they are successively received, upon a
15 book kept for that purpose.

1 Sect. 8. The aldermen of said city shall ex-
-2 amine said transcripts and see that said record of
3 said city clerk conforms to them, and shall there-
4 upon transmit the results to the secretary of the
5 Commonwealth, or shall make declaration thereof,
6 as may be required by law. If any error appears
7 in any transcript said aldermen shall forthwith
8 give notice of such error to the warden, clerk and
9 inspectors who made such transcript, and said

10 warden, clerk and inspectors shall forthwith make
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11 a new and additional transcript, in conformity to
12 truth, for use in place of said defective transcript.

1 Sect. 9. Said city clerk shall furnish every
2 person whom said aldermen shall certify to have
3 been elected to an office at any municipal election,
4 with a certificate of his election, signed by said
5 clerk, which certificate shall be presumptive evi-
-6 deuce of the title of such person to the office
7 therein mentioned.

1 Sect. 10. If within the time prescribed by law
2 for forwarding returns, or declaring the results of
3 any national, state or municipal election, thirty or
4 more citizens of any ward in said city shall notify
5 said city clerk that they have reason to believe that
6 the transcripts of the record of the vote of such
7 ward are erroneous, and shall specify wherein they
8 deem them in error, said city clerk shall receive
9 such statement and shall notifj7 said aldermen, and

10 said aldermen, or their committee specially ap-
-11 pointed for the purpose, shall within the time rc-
-12 quiredbylaw for examining the returns or declaring
13 the results of the election, examine the ballots cast
14 in said ward and the lists of voters used therein,
15 and determine the questions raised; they shall then
16 reseal the envelope and shall indorse on the same
17 a certificate that the envelope has been opened and
18 resealed by them in conformity to law; and the
19 ballots sealed as aforesaid shall be returned to said
20 city clerk, who shall, if directed by a certificate
21 of said aldermen, alter and amend such transcripts,
22 and his record thereof and such amended tran-
-23 scripts and record shall stand as the true trail-
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24 scripts and record of such ward. And if within
25 thirty days after the day of any such election, any
26 person who received votes for an office at such
27 election, shall serve upon said city clerk, by him-
-28 self, his agent or attorney, a written notification
29 claiming an election to such office and declaring
30 his intention to contest the right of any person
31 who has received or who may receive a certificate
32 of election to the same, said city clerk shall retain
33 the ballots cast in any or all the wards in said city,
34 as the case may require, sealed as aforesaid, sub-
-35 ject to the order of the body to which such person
36 shall claim to have been elected, or until such
37 claim shall have been withdrawn or finally decided.
38 At the expiration of said thirty days, said city
39 clerk shall destroy the ballots not retained in
40 accordance with the provisions of this section,
41 without permitting any person to examine the
42 same.

1 Sect. 11. Any warden, clerk or inspector
2 of said city who wilfully violates any provision
3 of this act, shall be punished by a fine of not less
4 than fifty nor more than one thousand dollars, or
5 by imprisonment for not less than one year nor
6 more than five years, or both, at the discretion of
7 the court.




