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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

1 Sect. 1. The city of Boston may erect and
2 maintain works for the manufacture of gas for
3 light, and may supply the same to the inhabitants
4 of the city, or others therein, on the payment of
5 rates therefor as hereinafter provided, and for such
6 public uses as may be prescribed from time to time
7 in ordinances or orders duly passed for that pur-
-8 pose; and for said purposes shall have all the
9 powers and privileges and be subject to all the

10 duties, liabilities and restrictions granted to or im-
-11 posed upon gas-light companies by the laws of this

12 Commonwealth.

AN ACT
In relation to the Erection and Maintenance of Gas-

Works in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives., in General Court assembled , and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:
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1 Sect. 2. The first section of this act shall be
2 void and of no effect if at any time within three
3 months after the acceptance of this act, as provided
4 in section eight, the Boston Gas-Light Company,
5 by a vote at a legal meeting duly called for the
6 purpose, shall agree to sell to said city of Boston
7 their franchise, gas-works and other property
8 necessary or convenient for maintaining the same,
9 for such sum as three disinterested men, or a major

10 part of them (one to be selected by the mayor of
11 the said city of Boston, one to be selected by the
12 said Boston Gas-Light Compapy, and the third to
13 be selected by the two thus chosen by the said
14 mayor and the said company), shall appraise the
15 same to he worth; and the said Boston Gas-Light
16 Company is hereby authorized to make the afore-
-17 said transfer of their franchise, gas-works and
18 other property as aforesaid, and the said city of
19 Boston is hereby authorized to accept the same.

1 Sect. 3. The said city of Boston may borrow,
2 upon such terms and conditions as may be pre-
-3 scribed by the city council, such sums of money
4 as may be necessary for the erection of gas-works,
5 or for the purchase of the franchise, gas-works
6 and other property of the Boston Gas-Light Com-
-7 pany, as the case may be.

1 Sect. 4. The city council of said city shall
2 have authority by ordinance, order or otherwise,
3 to make and from time to time to alter, all needful
4 rules and regulations, and to provide for the ap-
-5 pointment and define the duties of all necessary
6 officers and agents, to carry into effect the first or
7 the second section of this act, as the case may be.
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1 Sect. 5. The city council of said city shall
2 from time to time fix the rates to be charged for
3 gas to such of the inhabitants of the city or other
4 individuals, firms or corporations therein as may
5 be supplied with the same from the gas-works
6 belonging to the city, with a view to the payment
7 from the net income and receipts .therefor, not
8 only of the interest but ultimately of the principal
9 also of the indebtedness that may be incurred

10 under the provisions of section three of this act, so
11 far as the same may be practicable and reasonable.

1 Sect. 6. At any time after the expiration of
2 two years from the completion of the works
8 mentioned in section one, or after the purchase of
4 the works mentioned in section two, as the case
5 may be, and before the payment of the principal
6 of the indebtedness incurred under section three,
7 if the surplus income and receipts for the use of
8 gas distributed under the provisions of this act at
9 the rates established by the city council, after

10 deducting all expenses and charges of distribution,
11 shall, for any two successive years, be insufficient
12 to pay the accruing interest on said indebtedness,
13 then the supreme judicial court, on the petition of

14 one hundred or more of the legal voters of the

15 said city praying that the rates may be increased

16 so far as may be necessary for the purpose of pay-

-17 ing from the said surplus income and receipts the

18 said accruing interest, and upon due notice of the

19 pendency of such petition given to the said city in

20 such manner as the said court shall order, may

21 appoint three commissioners, who, upon due

22 notice to the parties interested, may increase the
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23 said rates, if they shall judge proper, so far as may
24 he necessary in their judgment, for the purpose
25 aforesaid, and no farther. And the award of said
26 commissioners, or the major part of them, being
27 returned to the said court, at the then next term
28 thereof for the county of Suffolk, and accepted by
29 the said court, shall be binding and conclusive for
30 the term of three years next after the said accept-
-31 ance and until the rates so fixed by the commis-
-32 sioners shall, after the expiration of said term, be
33 changed by the city council.

1 Sect. 7. If the surplus income and receipts for
2 the use of gas distributed under the provisions of
3 this act at the price established by the city council,
4 after deducting all expenses and charges of distri-
-5 hution, shall for any two successive years be more
6 than sufficient to pay the accruing interest on the
7 indebtedness incurred under section three, then
8 the supreme judicial court, on the petition of one
9 hundred or more of the legal voters of the said

10 city who may deem the said rates unnecessarily
11 high and pray for a reduction thereof, and upon
12 due notice of the pendency of said petition given
13 to the said city in such manner as the said court
14 shall order, may appoint three commissioners, who,
15 upon due notice to the parties interested may, if
IGJthey shall judge proper, reduce the rates estab-
-17 lished by the city council: provided, that such re-
-18 duction shall not be so great that the surplus
19 income and receipts aforesaid will in the judgment
20 of the said commissioners be thereafter insufficient
21 for the payment of the said accruing interest.
22 And the award of the said commissioners, or the
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23 major part of them, being returned and accepted
24 as mentioned in the preceding section, shall be
25 binding and conclusive in the same manner and to
26 the same extent as therein provided in regard to
27 awards made pursuant to the provisions of that
28 section.
29 And the said court may at their discretion order
30 the costs on such petitions as are mentioned in this
31 or the preceding section, and of the proceedings
32 thereon or any part thereof, to be paid by either of
33 the said parties, and may enter judgment and issue
34 execution therefor accordingly,

1 Sect. 8. The hoard of aldermen of the city of
2 Boston shall notify and warn the legal voters of
3 the said city to meet in their respective wards on
4 the third day of November next, for the purpose
5 of giving their votes on the question whether they
6 will accept this act, and the votes shall be received,
7 sorted, counted, declared and returned in the same

8 manner as votes at other elections; and if a ma-
-9 jority of the votes shall be in the negative, this

10 act shall be'null and void; but if a majority of the
11 votes shall be in the affirmative, the act shall be
12 deemed and regarded as accepted by the city of
13 Boston on the said third day of November, and
14 the city clerk of said city shall within ten days
15 thereafter notify the Boston Gas-Light Company
16 of such acceptance.








