
HOUSE No. 502.

House of Representatives, June 23, 1874.

The Committee on Water Supply and Drainage, to whom
was referred an order directing them to consider and report,
what legislation is necessary relative to impounding and stor-
age reservoirs, also the petition of the selectmen of Cheshire
and ninety-four (94) others, also the petition of Alvah
Crocker and others of Fitchburg, in aid thereof, have care-
fully considered the subject and respectfully report, that in
their judgment the State should maintain a more direct and
careful supervision over the construction and maintenance of
this class of works than has been hitherto attempted, or is
possible under the existing laws.

Charters authorizing the construction of dams and reser-
voirs, have been given for the asking, and without restriction
as to height of dam, plan ot construction, or extent of the
flowago caused thereby; the only supervision now lequiied

being that of the county commissioners, and then only as they

are appealed to by parties in interest, after the dams are

erected. Authority has even been given to a reservoir cor-

poration to take the public highways, change their location,
raise their grade, make them serve at the new grade and loca-

tion as dams to flow large tracts, and after the work was ac-

complished and accepted by the county commissioners, the
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expense of repairs and liabilities for damages arising from
defects in the way is to be borne by the town.

That there are imperfections in the present laws relating to
this subject, is too evident, and as the necessity for storing
large quantities of water is increasing each year, for the sup-
ply of municipal and private corporations, there should be
rigid restrictions as to the class and extent of works per-
mitted ; plans should be submitted and approved before com-
mencement of the work, and a rigid system of inspection
should be compelled as the works progress.

In view of the recent sad experience of the inhabitants of
Williamsburg, where nearly 4,000,000 tons of water were
precipitated, almost withoutwarning, upon the helpless village,
and Avith the knowledge that there are larger volumes of Avatero o

impending over the homes and workshops of still larger num-
bers of people, equally unconscious and helpless, there would
also seem to be a necessity for a careful examination of all
existing reservoirs; some of which are deemed unsafe and
are a constant source of apprehension to persons living on
lauds liable to be submerged by their giving way.

Since 1840 there have been passed one hundred (100)
Acts authorizing or relating to water-works, reservoirs and
dams, under authority of Avhich Avater can be collected in
large quantities in storage reservoirs. The expenditure
authorized by these Acts amounts to $22,112,000. An ex-
amination made from the best sources accessible, but known
to be exceedingly imperfect, gives the number of these
structures to be 106, and the area floAved by them amounts
to more than 10,350 acres. It is therefore manifest that any
legislation affecting interests so large and widely distributed
should be carefully considered, and only recommended after
full hearings and investigations ; these it has been impossible
to give from the Avant of time, but it seemed to the Commit-
tee that to recommend a reference to the next general court
Avould be a postponement to a season of the year unfavorable
for the personal inspection of such structures as well as
obliging a new committee to go over the same preliminary
investigations as have already occupied the attention of the
Committee. They therefore ask to be authorized to sit during
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the recess of the legislature and to visit such places and give
such hearings as they may deem expedient for the purpose,
and report to the next general court. They therefore
respectfully recommend the passage of the accompanying
order.

For the Committee,

HENRY W. WILSON.
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House of Representatives, June 23, 1874.

Ordered, That the Committee on Water Supply and Drain-
age be authorized to sit during the recess of the legislature,
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to visit and examine such structures, take testimony and give
public hearings, as it may deem expedient upon the order
directing it "to consider and report whether any legislation
is necessary to provide for the supervision of the construction
and maintenance of impounding reservoirs,” and report to
the next general court.
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