
HOUSE No. 509.

House of Representatives, June 25, 1874.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Bill to secure better accountability of public officers, and for
other purposes, report that it ought to pass in a new draft.

For the Committee,

C. R. CODMAN.
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2 [June,

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT

To require certain Public Officers to give Bonds, and
for other purposes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled , and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1 Every district-attorney, within sixty
2 days from the passage of this act, and every dis-
-3 trict-attorney hereafter elected or appointed, before
•4 entering upon the duties of his office, shall give
5 bond to the Commonwealth, with two sufficient
6 sureties, to be approved by the superior court, or
7 some justice thereof, in the sum of five thousand
8 dollars, to faithfully account for and pay over all
9 moneys received by him in the exercise of his office.

10 The superior court, at any time, whenever it shall
11 deem the sureties on any bond so given insufficient,
12 may require a new bond, with sufficient sureties.
13 A failure to give any such bond shall be deemed
14 to be a declination or resignation of the office, and
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15 the vacancy may be filled in the manner now pro-
-16 vided by law.

Sect. 2. District-attorneys shall commence
2 suits upon all recognizances in criminal cases with-
-3 in their respective districts, within sixty days after
4 default entered of record, or after they have satis-
-5 factory evidence of any act which should cause a
6 forfeiture thereof, and suits on recognizances shall
7 be entered and prosecuted without delay. But
8 nothing herein contained shall prevent the com-
-9 mencement or entry of any such suit after the

10 expiration of said sixty days. The district-
-11 attorney, or other prosecuting attorney, shall not
12 discontinue any such suit, except upon a certifi-
-13 cate signed by the sheriff 1 or his deputy that
14 the amount of the recognizance and the costs of
15 suit have been paid to him, which certificate shall
16 be filed in court, or by the consent or approval
17 of the court.

1 Sect. 3. Every clerk of a municipal, district
2 or police court, who has not already given bond
3 as such, every standing justice of such court of

4 which there is no clerk, and every trial justice,
5 within sixty days from the passage of this act, and
6 every such officer hereafter elected or appointed,
7 before entering upon the duties of his office, shall

8 give bond, with sufficient sureties, to be appi oved
9 by the superior court or some justice thereof, in

10 the sum of one thousand dollars, to the treasurer

11 of the county, to account for and pay over all

12 fines, costs, forfeitures, fees and moneys which he

13 shall receive in the exercise of his office. A fail-
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14 ure to so account, or pay oyer, shall be a breach of
15 his bond. A failure to give such bond shall be a

16 sufficient cause for his removal from office.

1 Sect. 4. The county treasurers shall annually,
2 in the month of November, notify all the officers
3 mentioned in the third section in their respective
4 counties, to make the returns required of them by
5 law, and in such notice they shall specify the
6 statutes under which returns are required to be
7 made.

1 Sect. 5. Every county treasurer shall annually,
2 in the month of January, return under his oath to
3 the auditor of the Commonwealth a correct state-
-4 ment of all lines, forfeitures, costs, fees and mon-
-5 eys received by him in criminal matters during
6 the year next preceding the first day of that
7 month, and from whom received, and also the
8 name of each magistrate or officer who has failed
9 to account for and pay over to him as required by

10 law, and what proceedings have been had upon
11 his bond or otherwise.


