
HOUSE No. 9.

House of Representatives, January 19, 1877.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the
petition of Elijah A. Morse, contestant for the seat now
occupied by Thomas Lonergan from the Fourth Norfolk Dis-
trict, asking that the votes of said district be recounted, have
duly considered the same, and report as follows ;

The Committee have been governed in their decision in
this case by the rule adopted by former Committees on Elec-
tions, and which rule has been endorsed by different Houses
of Representatives. The rule referred to is this : that in the
absence of any evidence of fraud in the manner of calling,
holding or conducting the meeting at which the election is
held, or in the manner of ascertaining the result of the elec-
tion, or unless the petitioner shows a reasonable ground for
supposing an error in the count, other than the mere close-
ness of the vote, the Committee will not recount the ballots.
The only evidence offered before your Committee, in support
of the contestant’s claim, other than the fact that there is a
difference of but eleven votes between the number of ballots
cast for the sitting member and those cast for the petitioner,
consisted in the statement of the petitioner, that as the vote
was first announced in Milton (one of the towns in the
Fourth Norfolk District) the sitting member had only seven
plurality, and that, owing to a scarcity of printed ballots in
Milton, many of the votes for the petitioner had his name
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written in lead-pencil. As the Committee did not see any
reason why written ballots could not be counted as correctly
as printed ones, and as a plurality of seven would have been
as effectual for the sitting member as a plurality of eleven,
they are of opinion that these facts, if true, did not take the
case out of the operation of the above stated rule. The Com-
mittee therefore are of opinion that the sitting member is
entitled to his seat, and recommend that the petitioner have
leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

T. M. BABSON.


