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House of Representatives, January 19, 1877

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition of the selectmen of Rockport for a change in the law
relative to the appointment of euginemen and members of
the fire department, report the accompanying bill.

For the Committee

HENRY W. FULLER

Commontocalt!) of ittassadjusctte.



In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven

AN ACT
Relating to the Term of Office of Enginemen and

other Members of Fire Departments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Any city or town which has estab-
-2 fished, or may hereafter establish, a fire department
3 under the provisions of chapter twenty-four of the
4 General Statutes, or acts in addition thereto or
5 amendment thereof, may by vote of the city council
6 in such city, or of the inhabitants of such town, at
7 a meeting called for the purpose, appoint the term
8 of office for the engineers, enginemen and other
9 members of the fire department, to begin at any

10 future day, and to end in one year from the day
11 so appointed, and so on from year to year.

1 Sect. 2. Whenever a year is thus appointed
2 other than the year beginning on the first day of
3 May, which is prescribed in said chapter twenty-
-4 four, all dates or other provisions of said chapter
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5 that have reference to the month of May, shall be
6 so far altered as to have like reference to the first
7 mouth of the year thus appointed.

1 Sect. 3. For the purpose of changing, in
2 accordance with a vote passed as provided in sec-
-3 tion one, the system existing at any time, any city
4 or town may, by another vote, which may be
5 passed at the same time, abridge or protract the
6 current term of office of the engineers, enginemen
7 and other members of the fire department: pro-
-8 vided, that no term shall be made shorter than six
9 months nor longer than eighteen months; and

10 provided, further, that the incumbents of such
11 offices shall in all cases hold office until others are
12 appointed in their stead.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




