
HOUSE I\o. 70.

House of Representatives, January 30, 1877.

The Committee on Centennial Matters, to whom was
referred the petition of A. L. Coolidge of Boston, for reim-
bursement for money advanced in constructing and maintain-
ing the'Massachusetts State Building, on the Centennial
Grounds, at Philadelphia, and also so much of the governor’s
address as relates to Centennial matters, have duly considered
the same and respectfully report: —

That the Massachusetts State Building was erected and
maintained at a cost of about $35,000, of which sum, about
$17,000 was contributed in furnishing and preparing the house
for occupancy, by the furpiture dealers, paper-hangers, and
others, citizens of Massachusetts ; $7,216 was contributed, in
cash, by individual citizens of the State; $3,000 by the shoe
and leather trade, through the exertions of Mr. Coolidge,
and the balance, $8,098.84, was advanced by Mr. Coolidge,
for which he now asks the State to reimburse him ; that the
house was formally tendered to the State authorities for their
use, and was used by the governor as his headquarters at
Philadelphia, during the exhibition, and as the place to hold
his official reception on Massachusetts Day, and was by him
tendered to the State of Virginia for a similar reception ; that
the Centennial committee of the governor’s council recom-
mended the passage of an order, which the council adopted,.
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in July last, appropriating $6,000 towards defraying the
expenses incident to the building, if, as they were confident
there would be, so much remained of the appropriation of
$50,000, placed at their disposal by the Legislature of 1875,
in aid of the Exhibition ; and that in consequence of the pas-
sage of this order, Mr. Coolidgc felt safe in continuing an
expenditure, from his private funds, to maintain the building
for the use and accommodation of visitors from this State,
by whom it was freely used, the register bearing some ninety
thousand names. The Committee therefore concur with the
governor and council in the justice of this reimbursement,
and recommend the adoption of the accompanying Resolve.

GEORGE P DENNY,
A. C. MAYHEW,

Of the Senate.

CHAS. S. OSGOOD,
SAM'L R. HEYWOOD,
E. C. BOWEN,
TIMOTHY DACEY,
GEO. A. WILSON,

Of the House.

House of Representatives, February 13, 1877.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolve in favor of Albert L. Coolidge of Boston, report the
same ought to pass, Mr. Bird of the Committee dissenting.

For the Committee,

A. O. BIGELOW.
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Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the ti’eas-
ury of the Commonwealth (and the same is hereby appro-
priated), to Albert L. Coolidge ofBoston, a sum not exceed-
ing eight thousand one hundred dollars, in payment for money
expended by him in erecting and maintaining the Massachu-
setts state building on the centennial grounds at Philadelphia.
Payment to be made on vouchers approved by the governor
and council.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

RESOLVE

In favor of Albert L. Coolidge.




