
HOUSE No. 316.

House of Representatives, March 19, 1877.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
petition of Chaxdes W. Eliot, Henry Lee and othei’s for an
Act of incorporation, with power to purchase the Old South
Meeting-house in Boston, have had the same under considera-
tion and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

I dissent from that provision of the Bill reported which
confers upon the corporation the right of eminent domain,
being of opinion that the use is not of such a character as
will justify the Legislature in conferring that power; and also
from the provision appropriating the funds of the Common-
wealth, and the provision authorizing appropriations by the
City of Boston, for the benefit of said corporation.

A. E. PILLSBURY.

Commomuenltl) of iHacoadjusctts.

C. H. HILL.
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House of Representatives, March 20, 1877.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Bill to incorporate the Trustees of the Old South Meeting-
house, report that they have considered the same, and find
that the Bill contains important provisions which are not
within a fair construction of the petition, and are also new
matter introduced after the time limited by the 20th joint
rule. They therefore ask to be discharged from its further
consideration.

For the Committee,

E. F. STONE, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Trustees of the Old South Meet-

ing-house in Boston and to provide for the Preser-
vation of the same.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

{Hommomumltl) cf itlassadjusctts.

1 Sect. 1. The governor of the Commonwealth,
2 the mayor of the city of Boston, the president of
3 Harvard College, the president of the Massachu-
-4 setts Historical Society, the president of the
5 American Antiquarian Society, and the president
6 of the Hew England Historic-Genealogical Soci-
-7 ety, ere officiis, and William Gaston, Mark Hop-
-8 kins, Henry Lee, Martin Brimmer, and John D.
9 Long, and their associates and successors, are

10 hereby made a body corporate by the name of the
11 Trustees of the Old South Meeting-house in Bos-

-12 ton, for the purpose of acquiring and holding the
13 Old South Meeting-house in Boston and the land
14 under and adjacent to the same upon the corner
15 of Milk Street and Washington Street in said



[Mar.4 OLD SOUTH —BOSTON

16 city, for historical, memorial, educational, charita-
-17 ble and public religious uses and none other, with
18 all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
19 the duties, liabilities and restrictions set forth in
20 chapter sixty-eight of the General Statutes and
21 acts in addition thereto. Said corporation shall
22 have the power to take and appropriate to the
23 uses of said corporation, said meeting-house and
24 land; provided, that in case it shall exercise said
25 power, it shall within sixty days from the time of
26 said taking and appropriation, file in the registry
27 of deeds for the county of Suffolk a description of
28 the premises so taken as certain as is required in a
29 common deed of conveyance of land ; and any
30 party aggrieved thereby shall have the right to
31 apply for a jury to assess the damages sustained
32 by him, in the manner and with the effect provided
33 in the seventy-ninth section of chapter forty-three
34 of the General Statutes.

1 Sect. 2. The officers of said corporation shall
2 consist of a board of managers, the number of
3 which shall be fixed by the by-laws, and of which
4 the six first named in this act shall be members
5 ex officiis, and two shall be elected annually by
6 the city council of the city of Boston, and the
7 rest shall be elected by the members of the cor-
-8 poration; and said managers shall elect one of
9 their number president and shall also elect a sec-

-10 retary and a treasurer. All officers shall hold
11 over until others are chosen in their stead. New
12 members may be admitted in such manner as the
13 by-laws shalljorovide.
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1 Sect. 3. There shall be paid from the treas-
-2 ury of the Commonwealth to said corporation the
3 sum of twenty-five thousand dollars whenever it
4 shall be shown to the satisfaction of the governor
5 and council that the payment of said sum will
6 secure the preservation of the building and its per-
-7 manent use by the Commonwealth for the annual
8 election sermon and for such other purposes, not
9 inconsistent with those for which it is to be held

10 as the interest of the Commonwealth may require.

1 Sect. 4. The city of Boston may contract
2 with such corporation to secure the preservation
3 of said meeting-house and its use by said city for
4 certain public uses not inconsistent with the gen-
-5 era! purposes for which the building is to be held,
6 and may pay therefor any sum not exceeding one
7 hundred and fifty thousand dollars; and in case
8 said city shall make such contract with said cor-
-9 poration it shall have the right by its city council

10 to elect annually two directors or persons compos-
-11 ing the managing board thereof.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation may make contracts
2 with the city or the Commonwealth to determine
3 what use either of them is to make of said
4 building.

1 Sect. 6. Said meeting-house and land shall
2 be exempt from taxation.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




