
HOUSE No. 228.

House of Representatives, March 22, 1877.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the
petition of the Boston Land Company for authority to con-
struct a ship-channel in Boston Harbor, report the accom-
panying Bill.

Hon. John S. Sleeper dissenting.

For the Committee,

JAMES L. WALSH.

Cmnmomucaltl) of itfassacljusctts.



[Mar.BOSTON LAND COMPANY.

In the Tear One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
To authorize the Boston Land Company to make

certain improvements in Boston Harbor and for
other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The Boston Land Company are
2 hereby authorized to construct a ship channel not
B less than twenty-three feet deep at mean low
4 water, from any channel near Governor’s Island
5 in Boston Harbor to some point at or near the
6 shore on the southerly side of Breed’s Island, in
7 such manner and in such location as the harbor
8 commissioners shall approve. Upon the con-
-9 struction of such ship channel to the satisfaction

10 of the harbor commissioners within five years
11 from the passage of this act, said commissioners
12 shall, by deed executed in the name and behalf
13 of the Commonwealth, grant to said Boston Land
14 Company all the estate of the Commonwealth in
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15 the territory in tide-water, bounded westerly by the
16 line of the ownership of the flats of the shore-
-17 owners on the easterly shore of East Boston be-
-18 tween Sumner Street and Breed’s Island; north-
-19 erly by the flats of the Boston Land Company on
20 the southerly shore of Breed’s Island and the flats
21 of the shore-owners on the westerly shore of the
22 town of Winthrop; easterly by a line extending
23 from the line of mean high water on said westerly
21 shore of said town of Winthrop to the line of
25 mean high water on the westerly shore of Gov-
-26 ernor’s Island; and southerly by such line as the
27 harbor commissioners shall determine proper for a
28 permanent harbor-line, beyond which no wharf or
29 other structure ought to be built; or in so much
30 and such portions of said territory as the harbor
31 commissioners by agreement in writing made with
32 said company in the name and behalf of the
33 Commonwealth, subject to the approval of the
34 governor and council, shall, at any time after the
35 passage of this act, agree to grant under and
36 upon the terms of the same; and said company
37 are hereby authorized to build wharves and other
38 structures upon piles or otherwise, sea-walls, docks,
39 basins, warehouses, elevators and other buildings,
40 and fill land with solid material and dredge within
41 the limits of the flats belonging to said company
42 on the southerly side of Breed’s Island, within the
43 limits to be described in said agreement, of the
44 territory to be granted under this act and within
45 the limits, approved by said harbor commissioners,
46 of such flats belonging to shore-owners on said
47 easterly shore of East Boston, and of such flats
48 belonging to shore-owners on the westerly shore
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49 of said town of Winthrop, as shall be acquired by
50 said company; and said company shall have the
51 right to lay out and build streets and Avays and to
52 lay down and use railroad tracks upon such tcrri-
-53 tory and flats within the limits aforesaid, and to lay
54 vessels at the ends and sides of their Avharves or
55 water frontage constructed under this act, and to
56 receive wharfage and dockage therefor, and to
57 maintain and keep open and convenient for navi-
-58 gation at all times the ship channel said com-
-59 pany are herein authorized to construct: pro-
-60 vided, hotvever, that nothing herein shall be con-
-61 strued to impair the legal rights of any person
62 or corporation; and provided, further, that all
63 authority conferred by this act shall be exercised,
64 and that the grant herein authorized shall be
65 subject, to the provisions of the four hundred and
66 thirty-second chapter of the acts of the year eigh-
-67 teen hundred and sixty-nine, and to the provisions
68 of the two hundred and eighty-fourth chapter of
69 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
-70 four, except as herein provided.

1 Sect. 2. The determination by the gOAmrnor
2 and council, under said act of the year eighteen
3 hundred and seventy-four, of what compensation
4 shall be paid into the treasury of the Common-
-5 wealth for the territory the grant Avhereof is herein
6 authorized, shall be made on the request of said
7 company before beginning to construct said ship
8 channel, but shall not be binding upon said com-
-9 pany until accepted by said company in writing,

10 and the payment of such compensation shall not
11 be required until the execution to said company
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12 by said harbor commissioners of the grant herein-
-13 before authorized: provided, however, that, until
14 such determination of the governor and council is
15 accepted in writing by said company, no work
16 shall be done by said company under the authority
17 of this act.

1 Sect. 3. The board of harbor commissioners,
2 with the approval of the governor and council,
3 may authorize said company to make any of the
4 improvements authorized by this act, anywhere
5 within the limits of the ownership of the flats said
6 company shall acquire from any of the shore-own-
-7 ers on the easterly shore of East Boston, any act
8 establishing a harbor line on said shore to the con-
-9 trary notwithstanding.




