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House of Representatives, March 21, 1877.

The Committee on Labor and the Decennial Census, to
whom was referred the consideration of the thirty-fourth
Report relating to the registry and return of births, marriages
and deaths in this Commonwealth for the year ending Decem-
ber 31, 1875 ; also, so much of the Governor’s Address as
relates to the subject of labor and decennial census, and the
consolidation and supervision of the statistics of the State,—
has attended to that duty and report the accompanying Re-
solve.

For the Committee,

JOSEPH J. KELLEY.

House of Representatives, March 26, 1877.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Re-
solve providing for the supervision of statistics, report the
same ought to pass.

For the Committee,

JOHN W. WHEELER.
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[Mar.2 SUPERVISION OF STATISTICS.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

RESOLVE
Providing for the Supervision of Statistics.

Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth, the
secretaries of the boards of agriculture, of state charities, of
education and of health, and the chief of the bureau of statis-
tics of labor, shall constitute a board of supervisors of statis-
tics, to serve without pay.

The governor, with the advice and consent of the council,
at once on the passage of this resolve, shall appoint one of the
members of said board as the chairman thereof, who shall
have power to appoint a secretary.

The said board shall meet regularly at the state house at
least once in each month, and whenever called together by
the chairman.

The board shall have general supervision of all matter re-
lating to the statistics to be gathered and reported by either
of the departments represented on the board. Any investi-
gation contemplated by either of said departments shall be re-
ported to the board for the purpose of harmonizing the work
with that of any other department before such investigation is
made, and it shall be the duty of the board to direct all such
investigations to be made in such manner as not to duplicate
work, and that all presentations of facts be so made as to avoid
complications; it shall also be the duty of the board to sim-
plify and abridge, when it can be done without detriment, the
statistical matter to be presented by any department repre-
sented, and when such matter is germane to that under the
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care of another department, shall see that such matters are
consolidated and presented by one department only.

The hoard shall also devise a plan, to be reported to the
next legislature, for securing uniformrecords in jails, prisons,
asylums, aud all penal and charitable institutions, that the
fullest results from such sources may be realized.

The board shall also consider and report to the next general
court a bill for securing more accurate and reliable original
entries which form the basis of the registration reports.

The board shall also consider and report to the next general
court on the expediency of consolidating, under the supervis-
ion of one department of statistics, the work of all depart-
ments whose custom is to present statistical matter, so far as
it relates to statistics in any form.

A sum not exceeding five hundred dollars shall be allowed
said board for annual contingent expenses.




