
HOUSE No. 248.

House of Repeesentatives, March 26, 1877.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Bill (on leave) relating to the election of certain muni-
cipal officers, have had the same under consideration and
report that the Bill ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

C. H. HILL.
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2 MUNICIPAL OFFICERS—ELECTION. [Mar.

Iu the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
Relating to the Election of certain Municipal Officers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled , and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. At each municipal election in any city
2 it shall be the duty of the ward officers of each
3 ward to make out and sign certificates of the elec-
-4 tion of ward officers, members of the common
5 council and of such other officers as are by law to
6 be chosen by the voters of that ward exclusively,
7 in the manner now provided by law, and said cer-
-8 tificates for each ward shall be placed in one
9 envelope, endorsed with the designation of the

10 officers chosen, the number of the ward and the
11 date of the election, and transmitted within twen-
-12 ty-four hours to the city clerk, who shall retain
13 said envelopes unopened for six days subsequent
14 to the day of said election, and he shall then open
15 said envelopes and transmit said certificates to the
16 persons who appear to be thus chosen, except as
17 hereinafter provided, anything in the charter of
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18 any city or in any act in amendment thereof to
19 the contrary notwithstanding: provided, that this
20 section shall not apply to such officers as receive
21 their certificates of election from the board of
22 aldermen.

1 Sect. 2. If within three days next following
2 the day of an election, ten or more qualified voters
3 of any ward shall file with the city clerk a state-
-4 ment in writing that they believe that any officer
5 or officers mentioned in the preceding section, who
6 has been declared elected, did not receive a plural-
-7 ity of the votes cast on the preceding election day,
8 it shall be the duty of the city clerk to lay the
9 same before the board of aldermen for the time

10 being, who shall proceed, within five days, Sundays
11 excepted, next following the day of election, to
12 count the original ballots cast for each officer or
13 officers, and shall declare the result, and if the
14 ward return shall be found to be erroneous, shall
15 issue a certificate to the person entitled thereto:
16 provided, that this act shall not apply to ward offi-
-17 cers chosen to fill vacancies on election day.

1 Sect. 3. Sections fifty-one and fifty-two of
2 chapter three hundred and seventy-six of the acts
3 of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-four are
4 hereby repealed.




