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House of Representatives, March 30, 1877.

The Committee on Federal Relations to whom was referred
the communication from the. governor of Vermont relating to
the Centennial Celebration of the Battle of Bennington, sub-
mit the following—

REPORT:
The communication is as follows :

State of Vermont.
Executive Chamber, St. Johnsbury,, December 30, 1876.

To His Excellency Hon. Alexander H. Rice, Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir :—I have the honor to transmit herewith to your Excellency
a copy of an Act passed at the recent session of the Legislature of
this State, in which I am directed to invite, in the name of the
State, the States of New Hampshire and Massachusetts to unite
with Vermont in erecting a monument at Bennington in memory of
the heroes of the Battle of Bennington.

In complying with this request, I feel sure I give expression to
the earnest desire of all the citizens of this State. And as the
States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont together
won this decisive victory, it seems eminently fitting that they should
together observe the centennial anniversary of the great event by
joining in the erection of a monument to the memory of the men
who wrought so nobly, sacrificed so grandly, and died so bravely.

Trusting that Massachusetts will heartily cooperate with Vermont
and New Hampshire in this proposal to do honor to their patriot
dead,

I remain, your Excellency’s most obedient servant,
Horace Fairbanks.

Cfltnmonujcaitl) of ittassacljusctte.
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Since the letter above copied was received, letters of invita-
tion, addressed to His Excellency the Governor, with the
heads of departments, and to each branch of the Legislature,
have been received.

St. Johnsburt,Vt., March 26, 1877.
To the Hon. John D. Long, Speaker of the House of Representatives of the Com-

monxoealth of Massachusetts.
Dear Sir :—ln compliance with the accompanying resolution, I

desire to extend to you, and through you to the House of Repre-
sentatives, the cordial invitation of the association to attend and
participate in the exercises of the Centennial Celebration of the
Battle of Bennington, at Bennington, in this State, on the sixteenth
day August, a. d. 1877.

I am, very respectfully yours,
Horace Fairbanks,

President of the BenningtonBattle Monument Association.

[copy.]
Bennington, Vt., March 21, 1877.

At a meeting of the Battle Monument Association, held this day
at the court-house, the following resolution was adopted, and the
chairman, Ex-Governor Hall, was directed to transmit a copy of the
same to His Excellency Governor Horace Fairbanks, president of
this association:

Resolved , That His Excellency Horace Fairbanks, president of
this association, be directed to invite, in the name of the associa-
tion, the Governor and Council, the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives and the state officers of the States of New Hampshire
and Massachusetts to attend and participate in the Centennial
Celebration of the Battle of Bennington, at Bennington, Yt., on the
sixteenth day of August, 1877.

(Signed) J. T. Shtjrtleff,
Secretary pro tern.

A similar communication was addressed to the President of
the Senate.

The Act of the Vermont Legislature, above referred to, is
as follows :

An Act to incorporate the Bennington Battle Monument Association.
It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the Stale of Vermont:

Section 1. Hiland Hall, Horace Fairbanks, W. H. H. Bingham,
Justin S. Morrill, E. J. Phelps, Geo. F. Edmunds, Isaac Jennings,
Trenor W. Park, John B. Page, Jacob Estey, E. P. Walton, John
Gregory Smith, Asahel Peck, John W. Stewart, Abram B. Gardner,
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Paul Dillingham, Harmon Canfield, Edward Seymour, Burnam Mar-
tin, Frederick Billings, Franklin Butler, Jed. P. Ladd, Mason S.
Colburn, Edward A. Sowles, Carroll S. Page, E. D. Mason, W. W.
Grout, E. P. Colton, Geo. N. Dale, Duane L. Kent, Gilbert A.
Davis, Homer Goodhue, Milo C. Huling, J. Henry Guild, Geo. W.
Farwell, Oscar E. Butterfield, Cyrus Jennings, E. D. Blodgett, Red-
field Proctor, John Lovejoy Mason, Eben Graves, Hiram Barton ;

and Seth B. Hunt, H. Henry Baxter, and Wm. M. Evarts, of the
city of New York ; Samuel B. Sanford and Daniel Robinson, of
Troy, N. Y.; and Sidney B. Squires, of Boston, Massachusetts,
with seven persons to be elected annually in January by the Ben-
nington Historical Society, are hereby constituted, with their asso-
ciates and successors, a body politic and corporate by the name of
the Bennington Battle Monument Association, for the purpose of
erecting and maintaining a suitable monument commemorative of
the achievements of General John Stark and the patriot soldiers of
Vermont, New Hampshire and Massachusetts, at the decisive battle
of Bennington, fought on the sixteenth day of August, 1777, with all
the rights and powers incident to corporations ; and said corporation
shall be located at Bennington, and may have a common seal and
the same alter at pleasure ; may sue and be sued ; may make such
laws and regulations as may be necessary, not inconsistent with the
laws of this State ; and may take and hold by gift, purchase, devise,
or otherwise, real and personal estate to the amount of 130,000,
and the same manage and dispose of for the purposes of said cor-
poration.

Sect. 2. The governor, lieutenant-governor, speaker of the house
of representatives, and the chief justice of the supreme court, shall
be members ea: officio of this corporation; and said corporation at
their first meeting, or at any annual meeting, may elect by ballot
any number of persons, not exceeding sixty in all, exclusive of the
members ea: officio, to be members of the corporation.

Sect. 3. At their first annual meeting said corporation shall elect
a president, a vice-president, a treasurer, a secretary, and a board
of directors, and may elect other officers as they shall see fit. The
treasurer shall give bonds in such sum as the directors shall deter-
mine, and these may be increased from time to time as they may order.

Sect. 4. The governor is hereby directed to invite, in the name
of this state, the states of New Hampshire and Massachusetts to
unite with the state of Vermont in erecting a battle monument at
Bennington.

Sect. 5. No moneys appropriated by the State shall be expended
by this association in the erection of a monument, until sufficient
funds shall have been accumulated by the association to complete it.
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Sect. 6. This association shall at their first annual meeting take
measures to secure at Bennington, during the week of the 16th of
August, 1877, an appropriate centennial celebration of the battle of
Bennington, and also the recognition of the year 1877 as the 100th
year of the existence of this state as an independent state.

Sect. 7. The auditor of accounts is hereby directed to draw his
order on the treasurer of the state in favor of the treasurer of this
association for the sum of $15,000, upon receiving satisfactory proof
that said association has raised and is in actual possession of avail-
able funds to the amount of $5,000, to be expended for the erection
of a battle monument at Bennington ; he is also directed to draw a
further order for the sum of $2,000 for the purpose of carrying out
the provisions of section six, provided the association shall raise
the sum of $2,000 for this purpose.

Sect. 8. The first meeting of this corporation shall be held with-
out further notice on the second Wednesday in January, a. d. 1877,
at the court-house in said town ofBennington, at 10 o’clock in fore-
noon, at which meeting any ten of said corporators shall be a quorum
for business.

Sect. 9. This act shall take effect from its passage.

The letters from Governor Fairbanks invite Massachusetts
to unite with Vermont and New Hampshire in celebrating the
centennial anniversary of the battle, as well as in erecting a
monument. A brief sketch of the battle, showing the part
Massachusetts bore in this, then and since recognized as one
of the most important engagements of the war, may not be
amiss.

The course of American history has been marked at inter-
vals by signal events, conspicuous to the whole world, and
indicative of that influence on the world’s progress which it
has been the destiny of this country under Providence to
exert. The landing of the Pilgrims was one of these events;
the resistance to British aggression made at Concord and Lex-
ington was another; the formation of the National Constitu-
tion under the lead of Washington was another. Secondary
in importance to such events as these, yet no less character-
istic of the spirit and capacity of the New England people,
were such incidents as the revolt against Andros in 1689, the
battle ot Bunker Hill in 1775, and the victory at Bennington
two years later. These two battles, indeed, though fought at
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an interval of years and a distance of many miles, may be
regarded as no more than successive phases of the same
engagement, in both of which the same veteran captain,
John Stark of New Hampshire, had a leading part. At
Bunker Hill, the best soldiers of the British army, victors
in many a contest in Europe, were twice repulsed in attack-
ing the hasty intrenchments of the New England militia. At
Bennington, the same militia, without cannon or bayonets,
and by the mere force of courage, aided by skill in strategy,
drove from their strong intrenchments the best soldiers of
Germany, followers of the great Frederick, who were fight-
ing upon ground of their own choice, and with all the
appointments of a regular campaign. And it was the same
Stark who with his New Hampshire sharpshooters covered
the retreat of Prescott from Banker Hill, that at Henning-

-7 O

ton, leading the same sharpshooters, re-enforced by the hunters
of Berkshire and the Green Mountain Boys, made the irresist-
ible assault that again repulsed the enemy from the invasion
of New England. What Gage had attempted, with a fleet
and a fortified town at his back, and what Bunker Hill
thwarted, was again essayed by Burgoyne from the other
side of New England, with a loyal province and the alliance
of savages at his back. In neither attempt could the enemy
march a mile into the well-defended borders of New England,
and never again was the campaign renewed. Bunker Hill on
the east, Bennington on the west, gave fair warning to Old
England that her American namesake was not to be con-
quered by invasion; and a few reckless marauders on the
coasts of Maine, Rhode Island and Connecticut, in the suc-
ceeding years of the war, only served-to call attention to the
impregnable strength of New England.

It is because the battle of Bennington so well illustrates
what was and must ever be the bulwark of New England,
that its centennial commemoration should command the atten-
tion and the cooperation of Massachusetts. Yet the part
taken by Massachusetts men in the battle was by no means
a trifling one; and if New Hampshire furnished the general,
and Vermont the timely aid of her partisan warriors, our
Commonwealth sent to the camp of Stark, that picturesque
accessory of the combat, a fighting parson. The Reverend
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Thomas Allen of Pittsfield, who, at the head of his parish-
ioners, took an active part in the battle, was a fit representa-
tive of the religious element which entered so warmly into
the American Revolution, and contributed so much to its
success. Having taught his people for years that "resistance
to tyrants was obedience to God,” he was withheld by no
weak scruples from joining in the crusade he had preached,
and he handled his musket at Bennington as bravely as he
handled his Bible texts in Berkshire. He went to the fight,
not so much a chaplain as a captain, and Stark had good
cause to praise his pious aid.

The situation of the national cause for some months before
the victory at Bennington, was gloomy indeed. General
Bnrgoyne, at the head of a large and confident army, had
moved rapidly down from Quebec, and early in July had
compelled the evacuation of Ticonderoga, which was looked
upon as the key to New England and New York. Flushed
with victory, he marched on to unite with Sir William Howe
on the Lower Hudson, whence, as he thought, New England,
cut off from the rest of the colonies, would fall an easy prey.
The northern colonies were in a panic; Schuyler was dis-
trusted and unpopular; Stark had retired from the army in
disgust; the towns of New York, Vermont and Western New
Hampshire were encouraged to take up anus against their
fellow-countrymen. At this crisis, Bnrgoyne, heedless of
danger, but also impelled by the necessity of procuring
supplies, detached a body of men to ravage New A rork, and
was meditating a like detachment for Vermont and Massa-
chusetts. Reports of the impending danger reaching New
Hampshire, Stark was called from his retirement and put in
command of a small army raised "for the defence of this and
the neighboring States, to prevent the encroachments and
ravages of the enemy thereinto,” as the New Hampshire
Legislature voted on the 18th of July, 1777. The soldiers
were on their march at once, and before the first of August
were in Vermont, where thev were joined by the Green
Mountain Boys. General Stark was empowered by his State
to act independently of the national army, and he refused to
obey orders from General Schuyler to march his men into
New York. He knew where the danger was, and how the
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enemy should be met, better than any one could tell him.
On the 9th of August he encamped at Bennington, the very
day on which Burgoyne issued his instructions to Col. Baum.
The latter was directed to advance through Arlington, Man-
chester and Rockingham to Brattleborough, and thencereturn
through Berkshire to Albany, where Burgoyne hoped to meet
him early in September, or even sooner. Baum set out on
the 11th of August, which was Monday morning, and reached
a hillside, near Bennington, on the 13th, where he encamped
with his w'hole force of nearly one thousand men. Of these
the greater part were Germans, and they brought with
them two pieces of artillery. Finding himself opposed by
Stark before he had fairly entered New England,—for his
intrenched camp was in New York, —Baum sent back to
Burgoyne for reinforcements. On the morning of the 15th,
these reinforcements, consisting of two German battalions and
two pieces of cannon, under the command of Col. Breymau,
left Burgoyne’s army, only twenty-five miles from Bennington,
and marched, as he supposed, to join in Baum’s victory.

In the meantime Stark had tried in vain to draw Baum and
his men from their intrenchments, so that they might fight on
fair terms with the ill-armed militia under his command.
Finding this impossible, he had been delayed by a pouring
rain on the loth of August from making the attack upon
which he had determined. This delay it was that brought the
men of Berkshire into the fight, which otherwise might have
been won or lost without them. They reached Bennington
from the southward on the night of the 15th, the soldiers
marching on foot, and Parson Allen driving through the muddy
roads in his parochial chaise,—going to war in his chariot, like
one of the Old Testament kings. He reported himself for
duty at once to the gray-haired commander of the American
forces, asking only to be allowed to fight this time, since his
parishioners had been so often called out without firing a gun.
"Among the reinforcements from Berkshire,” says Edward
Everett in his Life of Stark, "came a clergyman with a por-
tion of his flock, resolved to make bare the arm of flesh
against the enemies of his country. Before daylight on the
morning of the 16th, he addressed the commander as follows :

'We, the people of Berkshire, have been frequently called
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upon to fight, but have never been led against the enemy.
We have now resolved, if you will not let us fight, never-to
turn out again.’ General Stark asked 'if he wished to march
then, when it was dark and rainy ?’ 'No,’ was the answer,
' not just this minute.’ 'Then,’ continued Stark, 'if the Lord
should once more give us sunshine, and I do not give you
fighting enough, I will never ask you to come again.’”

Stark was as good as his word. When the sun rose on the
morning of Saturday, the 16th of August, the clouds broke
away, and everything gave promise of a tine day. The Amer-
ican commander had already formed his plan of battle. Send-
ing Col. Moses Nichols, a New Hampshire physician, com-
manding the sixth regiment of militia in that State, and Col.
Herrick of Vermont, with about 250 men each, to outflank
the British intrenchments and attack them in the rear, Stark
himself, with his main body of 500 men, prepared to attack
Baum in front. This small force he again divided, sending
Col. David Hobart of the New Hampshire 12th regiment, and
Col. Thomas Stickney of the 11th, to attack the right wing
of Baum with 200 men, when Nichols and Herrick should be
heard attacking his rear. The Massachusetts soldiers, beingo 7 O

portions of Col. Symonds’s and Col. John Brown’s regiments,
and some volunteers from Southern Berkshire (the two last-
named bodies commanded by Lieut. Col. David Rossiter of
Richmond), were under Stark’s immediate orders; and it
was to them that he made the famous speech, " Boys, there’s
the enemy; we must whip them before sundown, or Molly
Stark will be a widow to-night.” Parson Allen addressed his
companions in more scriptural phrase, and offered prayer in
their name to the God of battles. Then going forward with

O ~

them, he was one of the first to fire his musket at the Tory
outworks of Baum’s fortified camp (provoked by shots from
his false countrymen, whom he was warning of their sin in
fighting against the United States). Tradition reports him
as mounting upon the temporary pulpit of a fallen tree, in
full view of theRoyal Rangers, as the Tories called themselves,
and there declaiming and exhorting. The Tories paid little
heed to his words, but they recognized -his slender, youthful
figure, clad in black, and shouting, " There’s Parson Allen—-
let’s pop him ! ” they let fly a hailstorm of bullets. He stepped
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down unharmed, reserving the rest of his discourse for a more
quiet opportunity, and turning to his brother, Lieut. Joseph
Allen, who had followed him to the front, said, "Now give
me ray musket; you load and I’ll fire.” Little harm was
probably done by his shots at this time ; but later in the fight,
observing a flash and a shot often repeated from a certain
bush, at which one of Stark’s men usually fell, Parson Allen,
as he used to say afterwards, "fired that way and put the
flash out.”

"Precisely at three o’clock in the afternoon,” writes Gen.
Stark in his official despatch, "Col. Nichols commenced the
attack, which was followed by all the rest. I pushed forward
the remainder with all speed; our people behaved with the
greatest spirit and courage imaginable. Had they been
Alexander’s or Charles’s of Sweden they could not have
behaved better.” The farmers of Berkshire, the militia
men from New Hampshire, the hardy Green Mountain
Boys, fresh from the scythe and the hay field, and stripped to
their shirts because of the hot day, advanced like veterans
through fire and smoke, and "mounted breastworks that were
well fortified and defended with cannon.” "It was the hottest
fight,” Stark said, "that he had ever seen; it was like one
continued clap of thunder.” The men behind the fortifica-
tions were German artillerists and dismounted dragoons,

O '

English grenadiers, Tory volunteers, and Indian warriors.
The latter, numbering a hundred and more, fled early in the
engagement, finding themselves caught in a trap by their old
antagonist, Stark, whom some of them had met in the French
War. The cannon were well served, and the regular troops
fought gallantly, but the Americans rushed up almost to the
cannon’s mouth, and shot down the gunners, with little loss
to themselves. Baum at last attempted a sally, but was him-
self mortally wounded in leading it. "Then,” says Stark,
"we forced their breastworks at the muzzles of their suns.”O ’

and the first encounter was over.
The victorious yeomanry, at five o’clock in the afternoon,

now began to pursue and to plunder, with the pardonable
license of conquerors. While thus occupied, Breyman,
with his reinforcements, was reported within two miles
of the battle-field. Stark began to collect his men for a

2
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second encounter, and, while doing so, Breyman (rally-
ing the British fugitives and threatening to turn the defeat
into a victory) advanced half way to Baum’s captured iu-
trenchments. Col. Rossiter of Berkshire now distinguished
himself, and Stark turned upon Breyman the cannon he had
just captured ; but the fight was won a second time by the
Green Mountain regiment of Col. Seth Warner, 150 in num-
ber, who were sent fresh into action, and, with the aid of the
other regiments, drove Breyman, at sunset, from the field.
"Then,” said Stark, "we pursued them till dark, when I was
obliged to halt for fear of killing my own men. We killed
upwards of 200 of the enemy on the field of battle. I have
1 lieutenant-colonel (since dead), 1 major, 7 captains, 14
lieutenants, 4 ensigns, 2 cornets, 1 judge-advocate, 1 baron,
2 Canadian officers, 6 sergeants, 1 aid-de-camp, and 700
prisoners.” Stark adds, with arithmetical precision, "I almost
forgot 1 Hessian chaplain.” " Gentlemen,” he concludes,
addressing his superiors in New Hampshire, "I think we
have returned the enemy a proper compliment in the above
action for the Hubbart-town engagement.”* The actual lossO ~

of the British was about 1,000 men ; while of the Americans,
less than 80 were killed and wounded.

Parson Allen not only opened the battle with prayer, and
continued it with musketry, but he wrote an account of it at
night, which was sent to Hartford and printed in the Connecti-
cut "Couraut” of August 25. After describing the movement
of Burgoyue to ravage Vermont, Mr. Allen says: "This
digression was of such ill tendency, and savored so much of
presumption, that General Stark, who was at that time provi-
dentially at Bennington, with his brigade of militia from New
Hampshire State, determined to give him battle. The General,
it seems, wisely laid his plan of operation ; and Divine Provi-
dence blessing us with good weather, between three and four
o’clock, p. m., he attacked them in front and in flank, in three
or four different places at the same instant, with irresistible
impetuosity. The action was extemely hot for between two
and three hours. The flanking divisions had carried their

* A skirmish on the 7th of July, in which Fraser and Riedesel had captured or
killed more than 200 men of New Hampshire and Vermont, not far from Ticon-
deroga.
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points with great success, when the front pressed on to their
breastworks with an ardor and patience beyond expectation.
The blaze of the guns of the contending parties reached each
other. . .

>. This action, which redounds to the glory of
the great Lord of the heavens and God of armies, affords
the Americans a lasting monument of the divine power and
goodness, and a most powerful argument of love to and trust
in God. The victory is thought by some to equal any that
has happened during the present controversy, and as long as
prudence, moderation, sobriety and valor are of any estima-
tion among these United States, will not fail to endear Gen.
Stark to them. It is the opinion of some that, if a large
body of militia was now called to act in conjunction with our
northern army, the enemy might be entirely overthrown.”
This opinion was confirmed by what soon happened. Gen.
Gates took command at Albany three days afterward, and with
large reinforcements had checked the march of Burgoyne at
Stillwater a few weeks later. About the 20th of October, Stark
having consented to serve under Gates, and placed himself in
the rear of Burgoyne, that General surrendered his whole
army.

The victory won at Bennington was indeed complete, and
its results were out of all proportion to the number of men
engaged. Napoleon scoffed at our Revolution as "a war of
skirmishes,” but they were decisive skirmishes, and therefore
quite as effective as Austerlitz, Jena, or Waterloo. This
three hours’ fight among the Green Mountains determined the
fate of Burgoyne’s splendid campaign, which had been
arranged in cabinet councils at London, and promoted by
the mercenary princes of Germany, who sold their subjects
to fill their own purses. From the day that the British gen-
eral received back the weary fugitives escaping from Stark’s
guns, his army was doomed to defeat and capture. Unable
to gather supplies by ranging the country, and weakened in
his fighting force by the loss of nearly a tenth part of his
army, Burgoyne soon saw that advance was impossible.
Delaying to retreat, from pride and shame, he felt the net of
Gates and Stark slowly closing about him, and within nine
weeks from the battle of Bennington, ho surrendered his
6,000 fighting men at Saratoga. In the journal of the
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Baroness Riedesel, whose husband was one of Burgoyne’s
most trusted German officers, we read that in his opinion the
battle of Bennington " paralyzed at once the operations of the
British army.” So important, at the critical moment, was
the heroic achievement of Stark and his farmer-soldiers.

It was in this light that the General Court of Massachu-
setts regarded it, when at their next session, in December,
1777, they acknowledged the receipt of the trophies of Ben-
nington which now hang in the Senate Chamber, and returned
thanks to General Stark, who had sent them "the tokens of
victory at the memorable battle of Bennington.” " The events
of the day,” the letter of the General Court goes on to say,
"strongly mark the bravery of the men who, unskilled in war,
forced from their intrenchmeuts a chosen number of veteran
troops, of boasted Britons, as well as the address and valor
of the general who directed their movements, and led them
on to conquest. This signal exploit opened the way to a
rapid succession of advantages most important to America,”

It is a just acknowledgment of these results, and as a
becoming tribute to John Stark and his men, that the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts is now asked to unite with her
sister States of Vermont and New Hampshire in commemo-
rating so glorious an achievement.O O

The Committee are of opinion that a battle so brilliant in
execution and decisive'in results, and one in which Massachu-
setts took so conspicuous and honorable part, may properly
receive the cooperation of this Commonwealth in celebrating,
its centennial anniversary and in erecting a memorial monu-
ment. They therefore report the accompanying Resolves.

E. 11. KELLOGG,
HENRY C. EWING,

Of the Senate.

JUSTIN DEWEY,
F. W. BIRD,
FREDERICK HATHAWAY.
F. N. THAYER,
WM. A. READ,

Of the House.
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RESOLVES

Relating to the Celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of
the Battle of Bennington, and in aid of erecting a Monu-
ment in commemoration of the same.

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts accepts
the invitation of the governor of Vermont, transmitted by
direction of the legislature of the state, to unite with the
states of Vermont and New Hampshire in commemorating
the centennial anniversary of the battle of Bennington, on the
sixteenth of August next.

Resolved, That a joint committee, consisting of five on the
part of the senate, of whom the president of the senate shall
be one, and ten on the part of the house, of whom the speaker
shall be one, be appointed to attend the celebration.

Resolved, That a sum not exceeding five thousand dollars
be allowed and paid out of the treasury in aid of the erection
of a monument in commemoration of the battle of Benning-
ton, to be paid to the treasurer of the Bennington Battle
Monument Association, a corporation established under the
laws of Vermont, at such times and in such sums as his
excellency the governor may direct: provided, that no part
of such sum shall be paid until the plans of said monument
shall be approved by the governor, and until ho shall be
satisfied that funds are provided from other sources, including
the sum herein appropriated, sufficient to complete the monu-
ment according to the plans approved by him.

Commomucaltl) of ittaosadjusetto.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.




