
HOUSE No. 287.

[House, No, 256, as passed to be engrossed by the House ]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
To establish the Board of Registrars of Voters of the

City of Worcester and to regulate the preparation
and revision of the Voting Lists in said City.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

Commomocaltl) of illassacfjusctts.

1 Sect. 1. There shall be elected by the city
2 council of the city of Worcester, as soon as may
3 he after the passage of this act, and biennially
4 thereafter in the month of February or March, one
5 able and discreet person, an inhabitant of said city,
6 who shall hold no other office or position by
7 election or appointment under the government
8 thereof, and who shall hold his office for two years
9 and until another shall be elected in his place, who,
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10 together with the city clerk and the clerk of the
11 board of assessors of said city, shall constitute a
12 board ofregistrars of voters. The person elected as
13 above shall serve as clerk of the board, and in case
14 of a vacancy by reason of death, resignation or
15 removal, the city council shall elect a person quali-
-16 fied as aforesaid to hold the office for the residue
17 of the term.

1 Sect. 2. The registrars shall, in addition to
2 the duties imposed upon them by this act, perform
3 all and singular the duties devolved upon the
4 mayor and aldermen or board of aldermen by any
5 general or special laws which now are or hereafter
6 may be in force, respecting the preparation, cor-
-7 rection, revision, publication and transmission to
8 the ward officers of the alphabetical lists of voters
9 to be used at elections in said citjq and all the

10 powers so conferred, and all the duties and liabili-
-11 ties so imposed upon the mayor and aldermen, or

12 board of aldermen of said city in relation to the
13 preparation, correction, revision, publication and
14 transmission of said lists, are hereby conferred and
15 imposed exclusively upon said registrars.

1 Sect. 3. The registrars shall, before entering
2 upon the duties of their office, take and subscribe
3 an oath faithfully to perform the same. They
4 shall receive such compensation as the city council
5 may from time to time determine, bnt such com-

-6 pensatiou shall not be regulated by the number of
7 names registered on any list of voters, and any
8 reduction of compensation shall take eflect upon
9 such registrars only as shall be elected after such

10 reduction.
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1 Sect. 4. The registrars shall prepare, correct,
2 revise and publish, in accordance with this act and
3 with the laws of the Commonwealth, the alpha-
-4 betical lists of voters of each ward, and the
5 collectors of taxes of said city shall make the
6 return now required by law to be made to the
7 mayor and aldermen, to the board of registrars of
8 voters, and all assessors and collectors of taxes of
9 said city shall furnish any information in their

10 possession, necessary to aid the registrars in the
11 discharge of their respective duties.

1 Sect. 5. All registration of voters in said city
2 shall cease at ten o’clock in the evening of the
3 seventh day next preceding the day of any elec-
-4 tion; and no name shall thereafter be entered on
5 the voting lists of said city except as provided in
6 section ten of chapter three hundred and seventy-
-7 six of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
8 seventy-four. And the registrars shall, at least
9 twenty-four days previous to the day of the annual

10 state election, cause notices of the time of closing:,
O "

11 together with printed lists of the voters in each
12 ward, to be posted in one or more places in such
13 ward, with notices thereon stating the place and
14 hours in which they will hold sessions to correct
15 and revise the lists; and such sessions shall be
16 held in some place convenient to the voters, three
17 or more hours daily, for at least twelve days within
18 the twenty-four days immediately preceding the
19 annual state election, and in addition, six evening
20 sessions, of at least two hours’ length each, shall
21 be held within the said twenty-four days.
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1 Sect. 6. The registrars, before entering upon
2 the voting list the name of a naturalized citizen
3 who is an applicant for registration, shall require
4 him to produce for their inspection his papers of
5 naturalization, and shall be satisfied that he has
6 been legally naturalized, and they shall also require
7 such applicant to make oath that he is the identical
8 person to whom said papers were issued; but they
9 need not require the production of such papers

10 after they have once examined and passed upon
11 them.

1 Sect. 7. The city council shall furnish office
2 room for the registrars, and such aid as shall be
3 necessary for carrying out the provisions of this
4 act.

1 Sect. 8. Whoever gives a false name or a
2 false answer to any registrar concerning any mat-
-3 ter relating to the registration of voters, or to the
4 right of any person to vote, shall incur the same
5 penalty which is provided by law for giving a false
6 name or false answer to the selectmen of towns
7 when in session to correct the lists of voters.

1 Sect. 9. Any registrar who wilfully neglects
2 or refuses to perform the duties of his office shall,
3 for each offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding two
4 hundred dollars.

House of Representatives, April 2, 1877.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

Geo. A. Harden, Clerk.


