
HOUSE No. 305.

House of Representatives, April 5, 1877.

The Committee on the Revision of the Judicial System, to
whom was referred the Report of the Commission to inquire
into the expediency of revising the judicial system of the
State, report in part the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

F. P. GOULDING.

(ftommonnualtt) of iltassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
Concerning District and Police Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All clerks of district and police courts
2 who are now by law required to be appointed by
3 the governor or elected by the people, shall here-
-4 after be appointed by the governor, with the advice
5 and consent of the council, and all clerks of district
6 and police courts shall hold their offices for the
7 term of five years : 'provided , however, that the
8 present clerks of district and police courts shall
9 hold their several offices for the term for which

10 they have been commissioned, except those whose
11 terms are not limited to a certain number of years,
12 and such clerks shall hold their offices for the
13 term of five years from and after this act takes
14 effect.

1. Sect. 2. The salaries of all judges and clerks
2 of district and police courts, and all the expenses
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3 of said courts, shall hereafter be paid by the sev-
-4 eral counties in which they are established, and no
5 fees shall be received by said judges or clerks to
6 their own use for any services rendered by them
7 in any capacity in receiving complaints or issuing
8 warrants, subpoenas, mittimusses, or other proc-
-9 esses, or as trial justices of juvenile offenders, but

10 all such fees shall be paid over once in three months
11 by said judge or clerk to the county in which such
12 court is established: provided, that nothing herein
13 contained shall be construed as requiring the pay-
-14 ment to the county of any moneys which are
15 payable under existing laws to cities or towns.

1 Sect. 3. The accounts of every clerk of a dis-
-2 trict or police court shall at least once in every
3 three months be examined and audited by the
4 judge of said court, and an exact detailed state-
-5 ment of the receipts and expenditures of said clerk
6 during said three months, with the certificate of
7 said judge of the result of said examination, shall
8 be immediately transmitted to the county treasurer,
9 who shall forthwith settle with said clerk by pay-

-10 ing or collecting the balance due from or to the
11 county, as the case may be.

1 Sect. 4. The several district and police courts
2 of the Commonwealth shall hereafter, within the
3 territory over which they have jurisdiction, have
4 original and concurrent jurisdiction with the
5 superior court of all actions of contract, tort or
6 replevin, where the debt or damages demanded or
7 value of the property alleged to be detained is
8 more than twenty and does not exceed three hun-



[Apr.DISTRICT AND POLICE COURTS.

9 dred dollars ; and shall have exclusive original
10 jurisdiction of all actions of contract and tort
11 wherein the debt or damages demanded do not
12 exceed the sum of twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 5. The judges of the several district and
• 2 police courts shall have and exercise within the

8 districts under the jurisdiction• thereof all the
4 power, authority, and jurisdiction that trial justices
5 of juvenile offenders now have.

1 Sect. 6. District and police courts shall have
2 the same authority to issue commissions to take
3 depositions in cases pending therein that the
4 superior court now has in cases pending in that
5 court.

1 Sect. 7. The judges of the several district
2 and police courts in each county where more than
3 one court is established, shall meet as often as
4 once in each year and make and adopt rules for
5 their several courts, which shall be as nearly uni-
-6 form as possible. Such rules shall provide for an
7 entry day of writs as often as once a week; and
8 for fixed times and places for holding the sessions
9 of said courts, subject to the existing provisions of

10 law applicable thereto. In any county where only
11 one such court is established, the judge of said
12 court shall make the necessary rules for said court,
13 and said rules shall provide as aforesaid. Said
14 rules shall be made and adopted in each county
15 within thirty days after this act takes effect.

1 Sect. 8. Sections one and two of this act
2 shall apply to assistant clerks of district and
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3 police courts, and section two shall apply to the
4 special justices of said courts when acting in
5 the place of the judge thereof: provided, that
6 the compensation to the special justices of any
7 court, for services rendered in any one year, in
8 excess of eight per centum of the annual salary of
9 the standing justices of such court, shall be

10 deducted by the county treasurer from the salary
11 of such standing justice ; but this proviso shall
12 not apply to the compensation of special justices
13 for services in holding one of two or more sessions
14 held at the same time according to law.

1 Sect. 9. Nothing in this act contained shall
2 be held to affect any case now pending, and all
3 laws or parts of laws, so far as they are inconsist-
-4 ent With the provisions of this act, are hereby
5 repealed.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon the
2 first day of July, in the year eighteen hundred
3 seventy-seven.




