
HOUSE No. 374.

House of Representatives, May 9, 1877.

The Committee on the Troy and Greenfield Railroad and
Hoosac Tunnel, to whom was referred that part of the message
of His Excellency the governor relative thereto, report further
thereon as follows :

The appropriations for construction, re-location, and repair
of the Troy & Greenfield Railroad since 1874 have been
expended in the following manner, as indicated in the books
of the management

Amount of unexpended appropriations at the date of enact-
ment of chapter 402 of the Acts of 1874, .... $122,981 36

Amount therein appropriated, 1,500,000 00

Total, $1,622,981 36

The actual expenditures to complete construction contracts
of the corporation created by chapter 403 of the Acts of
1872, were :

Grading and masonry, $1,076,610 46
Iron bridges, 77,809 25
Wooden bridges, 12,113 28
Land damages, 27,924 77
Steel rails, 277,592 87
Frogs and switches, 9,302 50
Cross-ties, 42,908 61
Fencing, 8,288 49
Spikes, bolts, and joints, .... 13,317 46
Extra work on foundation at Bardwell’s, . 12,096 62

Amount carried forward,
. .

. $1,557,964 31

CommcmuKaltl) of illassacl/usctte.
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Amount brought forward, . . . $1,557,964 31
Corporators’ payments, 5,249 76
Freight bills, 23,185 75
Engineering,—

Granger, .... $29,412 50
Stratton, .... 2,734 85
Doane, 9,890 44
Frost, 3,568 24

44,606 13
Lumber, 19,174 24
Sundries and miscellaneous, .... 146,034 88

$1,796,215 07
Deficiency to be paid by later appropriations, . . . $173,233 71

Of the appropriation of chapter 220 of the Acts of 1875 to
complete the re-location and repair of the whole line and the
arching of the Tunnel, the following is the statement of
expenditures:—

Appropriation, '

. $1,300,000 00

Expended,—
Deficiency above, $178,233 71
Grading, masonry, and bridges, . . . 490,393 36
Track-laying and ballasting, .... 24,274 00
Steel rails, 66,886 55
Cross-ties, 12,221 45
Fencing, 4,991 16
Land damages, 6,808 66
Foundation, piling, etc., Green River Bridge, 4,425 92
Greenfield turn-table and grading, . . 5,596 30
Greenfield tank-house, tanks, piping, etc., . 1,520 78
Construction rolls for labor, .... 6,826 73
Engineering and superintendence, . . 13,155 48
Frogs and switches, 2,890 00
Lumber, 975 41
Freight bills, 410 89
Miscellaneous, including Joints, spikes, chairs,

etc., 6,621 83

$807,231 23
Less due contractors, 111,355 08

$695,876 15
Add cash in treasury, 4,123 85

Total, $700,000 00
Expenditure on Hoosac Tunnel, $604,619 65
Less due B. N. Farren, . . 4,619 66

600,000 00
sl,3oo*ooo 00
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Unpaid—Deficiencies, due contractors, viz.:
Haven & Bates, 187,881 33
C. McClallan & Son, 23,473 75

5111,355 08
B. N. Barren, account Tunnel, 4,619 65

$116,074 73

Of this sum, the amount for work done in the current year, is—
To Haven & Bates, mostly for work caused by a wash-out

of banks not sufficiently protected, $12,337 27
C. H. McClallan & Son, in the heavy cut below Bardwell’s

Ferry, 15,615 26

$27,952 53

The Committee have endeavored, with the aid of the man-
agement, to ascertain the amount of money necessary to fully
and finally complete the road. Of course, the estimates in-
clude nothing for double track, for which the masonry, the
more important'bridges, and some of the road-bed are already
prepared. But when it is considered that the Erie road has
carried for some miles over a single track, more than half the
tons of freight carried by all the railroads of this State, the
double track would seem to be unnecessary until the business
of the road shall reach that of the Boston & Albany, when
the expense can be provided for from the income. The
amounts required are—

Item 1, To pay contractors for work done, ....$111,355 08
2, contractors for work yet to do, . . . 22,000 00
8, land damages, 32,500 00
4, for completing fencing, .... 6,000 00
5, for completing little tunnel,.... 10,000 00
6, for engine-houses, 30,000 00
7, for depot at North Adams, less amount to be

received for sale of the building now used
for offices, 15,000 00

8, for freight house at North Adams, . . 5,000 00
9, for ballasting road, 25,000 00

10, for land-slides, wash-outs, slopes, walls, . 60,000 00
11, for rebuilding highways, .... 5,000 00
12, for rip-rapping banks, 2,000 00
13, for relaying tracks and improving grounds

at Shelburne Falls, 3,000 00
14, for engineering and superintendence,. . 3,000 00

Amount carried forward,
$319,865 08
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Amount brought forward, $319,855 08
Item 16, To pay for award and'expenses at Greenfield, . 60,000 00

16, for stone arch at east portal of tunnel, . 12,000 00
17, for covering drain in tunnel, . . . 4,000 00
18, for bank wall at street in Greenfield, . . 2,000 00
19, B

;
N. Farren, voucher 1,196, . . . 4,619 65

$102,474 73
Less unexpended balance, 4,123 85

Total, $398,350 88

But the Committee have not included in the foregoing
amount certain laud damages due the Boston & Albany Rail-
road Company for land taken at North Adams—the amount
not being ascertained. They have included what will be
required for the passenger station at Greenfield, as the
amount stated covers land damages to be reimbursed by the
town of Greenfield to an amount sufficient for the purpose.
It should be stated relative to the foregoing expenditures
that they will furnish "terminal facilities” for which the con-
necting roads will justly pay $B,OOO or $lO,OOO per annum,
aside from the tolls. The Fitchburg road now pays $4,000
to the Connecticut River Railroad Company for the use of
similar facilities at Greenfield, and will gladly pay the same
to the State for the same accommodations. While the Fitch-
burg Company, however, alone operates the road, no appro-
priation is necessary for engine-houses at Greenfield, except
as the State may need them, for there can be no requirement
upon a turnpike company to build stables for the horses of
another company using its road at the terminus of their own.
Relative to the appropriations, the Committee are guided by
the idea that no expenditures should be made excepting those
essential to complete and render safe for use the road and
road-bed, and those other expenses which are unavoidable,
until the revenue of the road shall exceed all payments on its
account.

As to the items, the Committee recommend as follows :

Item 1: $111,355.08 to pay for work done. This ought
to be paid without delay. His Excellency the governor
and the honorable council, on the first day of November
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last, met this state of affairs. A previous administration
had decided upon the route through Greenfield, and work
had begun upon it. A deficiency in the appropriation
sufficient to cover the entire amount now necessary, had
occurred in the following manner. The cost of the work per-
formed under the corporators’ contracts had exceeded their
estimates to such an extent, that while the governor and council
had relied upon receiving $200,000 from the appropriation of
1874,* there was really a deficit of $173,233, as shown above.
This error is nearly sufficient to cover all amounts now
required (including the unexpected sum of $53,000 payable to
the Connecticut River Railroad Company not estimated),
which amounts would otherwise, doubtless, have been included
in the appropriation of 1874. The cause of their error may
possibly be accounted for by comparing with the figures at
the beginning of this Report, the estimates of their engineer
(vide Corporators’ Report of 1874, Appendix C), wherein
$1,190,000 was reported as an estimate covering everything
apparently, except land damages and the track in the tunnel,
and two miles between the tunnel and North Adams, requir-
ing no heavy expenditure. On the first of November $522,-
642 had been expended on this route No. 2, as stated above.
There was no possible doubt that the State would order its com-
pletion, for the reason that $461,000 would be required to com-
plete the old route, while work to the amount of only $150,000
remained to be done on this, of which $45,000 was on the line
between West Deerfield and Bardwell’s, necessary to be done
on either route. If the work were to be stopped, the old line
must be kept in order and repair. The old Green River
bridge upon it was unsafe, and would have required new ma-
sonry in the abutment, with other heavy expenses, which, with
the well-known deterioration of the abandoned work, would
have imposed a heavy tax upon the State, and perhaps se-
riously interfered with traffic. Under these circumstances,
llis Excellency the governor and the council could hardly have
done otherwise than pursue the course adopted ; viz., to pass
the order printed in Senate Document No. 44, pages 7 and 8,
notifying the contractors of the insufficiency of the appropri-
ation, and advising them that they proceeded at their own

* Vide Him Excellency’* address, page 46.
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risk, but assuring them that the governor and council believed
that the Legislature would promptly make the requisite appro-
priations. And, profits aside, it was creditable in such a case
for the contractors to continue the work at their own expense.
In this manner the work has been performed for the State in
good faith and ought to be paid for.

To avoid errors arising from these explanations as to the
costs of the route through Greenfield, the Committee desire
to state that this route, including the repairs between West
Deerfield and Bardwell’s, has and will cost as follows;

Expended as above stated, .....$522,642 44
Due contractors for work done, as stated, . . . 111,355 08
Item 15, Connecticut River Railroad Co., expenses, . 60,000 00
Item 2, above, ........22,000 00
Land damages, outside of right of way, . . . 12,000 00
Ballasting, ........14,000 00
Item 18, ........ 2,000 00

$743,997 52

The estimate in the Corporators’ Report, Appendix, page
cxvii, for this work was $720,910, but did not include the
$OO,OOO necessary to cross the land of the Connecticut River
Railroad, making it $780,910. From $743,997, the cost of this
route, must be deducted what would have been the cost of
repair and relocation of the old line, estimated by Corpora-
tors’ Report, 1874, to be $461,910, leaving a net cost of
$282,087. The new route reduces the maximum grade going
west from feet to 32 feet, saves a rise and fall of 21
feet, and, if trains were to continue to go to the present
Greenfield depot, saves three-fourths of a mile of backing of
the trains and three-fourths of a mile distance necessary in
all cases unless a station were to be established three-fourths
of a mile from Greenfield, in which case there would be a
saving of of a mile over the adopted route.

Item 2: $22,000.—This represents the remaining work
to bo done in a heavy cut beyond West Deerfield, made to
reduce a sharp curve. It is the work of McClallan & Son.
The great part of the work which this will complete is now
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done. It would seem entirely unwise to abandon it. It is to
reduce an eight degree curve to four degrees. The neces-
sity of reducing the curvature will be understood by refer-
ence to the following extract from the Commissioners’ Report,
February 28, 1863 :

“ For through passenger business, the Western [Boston and
Albany] Railroad has great advantages over this line. With all
the improvement which is likely to be made in the line through the
Deerfield Valley, there will probably remain more curvature, strong
enough to be embarrassing to quick trains, on this than on the
Western route, perhaps enough to equal the disadvantage of their
heavier grades, which for passenger service are not a very serious
obstacle.”

Of course the curves are a serious obstacle also to freight
transit. The resistance on ten degree curves, which are said
to have been used on this road, is double that upon a straight
line at 20 miles an hour.

Now all these difficulties have been obviated by the heavy
work done under the appropriations of 1874 and 1875, the
curvature is reduced to a maximum, as we are informed, of
six degrees, and is substantially as favorable as over the Boston
& Albany. Trains frequently run through the valley at forty
miles an hour, and are able there to make up the time lost
elsewhere.

It would not seem judicious, therefore, to leave one or two
bad places after having expended the greater part of the
money necessary to repair them. The Committee unhesitat-
ingly recommend the appropriation.

Hem 3: §32,500 Land Damages. —Of this amount,
$B,OOO is the amount, nearly all determined upon, for land
taken at various points along the line outside of Greenfield
not yet paid for; $12,000 is the amount due by estimate of
the chief engineer, in Greenfield, for land outside of the right
of way; $12,500 is for the land included in the five rods
commonly known as right of way.

Some misunderstanding has arisen relative to the payment
of land damages in Greenfield. It will be understood from
the following orders and correspondence. Certain citizens of
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Greenfield having urged the adoption of the route through
that village, known as corporators’ route No. 2, the following
order was issued by the governor and council:

“ 1875. June 4. The Committee on Railroads and the Hoosac
Tunnel recommend that in the relocation of the Troy & Greenfield
Railroad, between Bardwell’s Ferry and Greenfield, as authorized
by chap. 77, sect. 3, of the Acts of 1875, the route be adopted
that is designated as No. 2 in the Report of the Corporators of the
Boston, Hoosac Tunnel & Western Railroad Company ; provided,
the town of Greenfield, or individuals, shall first secure the right of
way, and land for station accommodations, that will be required by
the adoption of said route without expense to the Commonwealth.
The council concurred in the recommendation.”

The following was the response ;

“ At a town meeting held June 21, 1875, the following votes were
passed:

“ Voted, That a committee of three be chosen to represent the
town before the governor and council in aid of the change of location
of the Trojr & Greenfield R. R. between Blakeley Hollow and the
Greenfield depot, and to assure them that the town will vote to pro-
vide the right of way according to the vote of the governor and
council within the limits of Greenfield.

“And also that said committee take measures to procure at the
next Legislature an Act authorizing the town to raise money by taxa-
tion to defray the expense of the right of way within the limits of
Greenfield, should such change of location be made.

“Voted, That Wm. Keith, David Aiken and L. G. Barton be chosen
a committee of three persons to represent the town before the gov-
ernor and council in aid of the change of location of the Troy &

Greenfield Railroad between Blakeley Hollow and the Greenfield
depot.
“A true copy. Attest:

“Franklin A. Pond, Town Clerk, Greenfield.”

On the 14th of August, 1875, this town committee were
notified that the governor and council, before relocation,
would require a satisfactory guarantee that the provision, as
to right of way and station accommodations of their vote of
June 4, would be complied with.
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On the 23cl of August the town committee respectfully
submit that their authority is limited, by vote of the town,
to the limits of Greenfield; that they shall endeavor in good
faith to carry out that vote, but can give no assurance beyond.

On the 24th of August the governor and council pass an
order authorizing and empowering His Honor Lieutenant-
Governor Knight to modify or change the terms of the vote
of the council of June 4, 1875, and to compromise the mat-
ter as ho may deem proper.

On the 25th of August His Honor the lieutenant-governor
informs the committee that neither the action of the town on
the 21st of June nor their letter, are satisfactory, not meeting
the condition on which it was proposed to adopt substantially
Route No. 2 ; that the governor and council, as they did not
at the time anticipate so much expense in crossing the lands
of the Connecticut River Railroad, will not hold them to the
letter of their proposition ; but that he thinks the spirit
thereof should be complied with, and that ho thinks the least
that will be accepted as satisfactory is a guarantee that all
land taken by the new location, including that for stations,
shall bo furnished without cost to the State, excepting laud
taken from the Connecticut River Railroad Company.

On the 28th of August the following guarantee was given :
“ Greenfield, August 28, 1875.

“ Hon. 11. G. Knight, Lieutenant-Governor, and Members of Council.

“Dear Sirs :—Nearly all our leading citizens favored the vote of
the town to give the right of way to the State, within its limits,
for the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel & Western Railroad, to the line of
the Ct. River Railroad. They acted in good faith and chose
a committee to procure from the Legislature the legal right to
carry out that vote. I see nothing they can do more. I shall
use my best endeavors, and other citizens whose names are annexed
below will use theirs, to have the action of the town fulfilled to the
letter. Yours most truly,

(Signed) “W. D. Washburn.
“ Wsr. Keith.
“ C. C. Conant.
“ R. A. Packard.
“A. C. Deane.
“W. 11. Allen.’'

And eighty-six others.
2
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Sept. 1, 1875.—The governor and council pass the follow-
ing order:—

“ Resolved, That the action of the town of Greenfield, as certi-
fied by its clerk and by its committee, and the assurances received
by communications from its leading citizens, afford satisfactory evi-
dence that the condition will be complied with upon which the gov-
ernor and council proposed, by their vote of June 4th, 1875, to
adopt, substantially, the route designated as No. 2, in the reloca-
tion of the Troy & Greenfield Railroad, between Cardwell's Ferry
and the village of Greenfield. Wherefore, the said location is
hereby determined.

“Passed in council.”

Pursuant to the foregoing arrangements, the General Court
passed the Act, chap. 140 of 1876, to authorize Greenfield to
raise and appropriate money "for the purpose of reimbursing
the expenses to the Commonwealth for land taken, or that
may be taken for a roadway by the location of the Troy &

Greenfield Railroad within the limits of said town, excepting,
however, the land belonging to the Connecticut River Rail-
road.”

Primarily, the citizens of Greenfield thought they could deal
best with the land owners, but they soon found it impractica-
ble, from want of power. Chapter 150 of the Acts of 1876,
sects. 5 and 6, authorized the manager, with the approval of
the governor and council, to relocate the Troy & Greenfield
Railroad, and to take the lands necessary, and declares that he
"shall pay all damages occasioned by laying out, making,
locating and relocating said railroad, or by taking any lauds
or materials therefor.”

The inhabitants of Greenfield, by their Committee, claim
that the manager should first pay the damages according to
the foregoing laws, after which the just amount for them to
pay may bo ascertained. It is questioned whether Greenfield
should pay for a right of way five rods wide, or for the same
with the necessary slopes additional, or for the whole land
required and taken in their town, except that of the Connect-
icut River Railroad.

The committee have no evidence ofany intention in Green-
field to avoid the obligation of the town.
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The land owners have been deprived of their lands for a
long lime; some of them are poor and have been deprived of
their homesteads. And the Committee have no question that
the Commonwealth is, primarily at least, responsible to them
and that the appropriation ought to pass.

Item 4: $6,000. Fencing. —Railroads are required (Acts
of 1874, chap. 372, sects. 70, 83 and 84) to fence their
lands. Upon the Troy & Greenfield Railroad,-37 miles of
fence have been built. This amount is the estimate of the
chief engineer of the sum required to complete the fencing,
and the Committee recommend the granting of the appropri-
ation.

Item 5: $lO,OOO. Little Tunnel. —The public highway,
one of the main thoroughfares of Adams, passes over the
western portal of this tunnel by a bridge. The enlargement
of this tunnel has rendered this bridge unsafe. It rests
upon projections of rock extending some five or six feet over
the roadway, which are liable to break down. The town
authorities have notified the management that the bridge is
unsafe, and called for its protection. An arch is necessary to
protect the end of the tunnel and to furnish support for the
bridge. The Committee recommend the appropriation.

Item 6: Engine-Houses. $30,000. —The Committee do
not recommend the building of engine-houses at Greenfield
for the reasons heretofore stated; but at Adams the case is
different. This must be the terminus of the operation of
both the Troy & Boston and the Fitchburg roads. It is seven
miles from the roadway of the Troy & Boston, and thirty-seven
miles from that of the Fitchburg. The State has an engine-
house with six stalls hero, and more arc required. During
the past winter, locomotives have often been left out to the
weather. As traffic increases, this must bo more frequent.
They can find no protection unless the other roads build and
own engine-houses on the state road, and get special rights,
which the Committee think should bo avoided. It must be
remembered that the roads will be compelled to pay rental for
the use of these engine-houses as terminal facilities. The
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Committee, therefore, recommend that $lO,OOO bo appropri-
ated for additions to the North Adams engine-house.

Item 7: $15,000. Depot at North Adams. —There is
no question that new passenger and freight stations will bo
necessary at this point. The Boston & Albany road are ready
to co-operate with the State in the building and control of a
union depot, or to pay such rental as referees may fix upon if
the State will build. Their own station has become dilapi-
dated in their waiting for the action of the State. The sum
stated, with the proceeds of the sale of the present offices of
the management, would bo the portion necessary for the State
to pay if the other road should contribute. But the present
station may lie used, and the Committee are forced to the
opinion that the appropriation is not a present necessity when
compared with the other items.

Item No. 8: $5,000. Freight House. —Substantially the
same remarks apply to this expenditure as to Item 7. The
freight house is poor, but will answer temporarily.

Item 9: $25,000. Ballasting Road. —The road is well
ballasted with two feet of gravel to Charlemont, 23 miles.
Below, toward Greenfield, 21 miles, over the worst part of
the road for the action of frosts, through long stretches
of clay bank, there is but one foot. It is not sufficient. The
safety of use of the road depends largely upon this part of
the construction, and the money ought to be expended for
the purpose.

Item 10. Land-slides, Wash-outs, Blop>es, Walls: $50,-
000. —The road runs for about six miles of the way between
Shelburne Falls and West Deerfield, through heavy cuts in
the precipitous banks of the Deerfield. There are some as
deep as GO feet. The soil is clay, in many places, and the
slides are frequent, especially when the frost comes out.
In heavy rains mountain streams cause trouble. Many of
these banks should be protected by walls of considerable
height. The estimates of the amount necessary to complete
tills work are necessarily uncertain, but have been made as
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accurate as possible by r the management. The expenditure
of the sum asked is, no doubt, indispensable to the safety of
the road.

Item 11: $5,000. Highways to be Rebuilt. —These are
mostly in Buckland and Charlemont. The roads run close
to the railroad. The cuts are often right up to them,
and they must be moved farther away. Action has been
taken against the management by the county commissioners.
The expenditure is necessary.

Item 12: $2,000. Riprapping Ranks. —There is no work
on the line where one dollar expended will save so many as
this. The Deerfield, in a freshet, is a fearful mountain tor-
rent, and the road has once required almost rebuilding from
the lack of protection of the banks.

Item 13: $3,000. Relaying Tracks and Improving
Grounds at Shelburne Falls.—A heavy cut was made in a
bank at this station to furnish depot grounds and straighten
the track. The freight house, passenger depot and other
buildings were left upon the curve, and require removal.
The tracks require relocation, and the grounds require im-
provement, that the trains may bo transferred to the main
line. The Committee believe the appropriation is necessary.

Item 14: $3,000. For Engineering and Superinten-
dence.—The management asked $5,000. Much work is re-
quired of this nature in the heavy cut below Bard well’s, in the
relocation of tracks, the survey of lands taken, location of
fences, and other work incidental to the completion of the
road, for which appropriations have been recommended. But
the Committee have the opinion that $3,000 will suffice, and
advise the payment of this sum, believing that a consider-
able part of the work can be performed by men who may be
employed temporarily.

Item 15: $60,000. For award for land damages to Con-
necticut River Railroad at Greenfield, and expenses of grad-
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ing connecting tracks and moving freight house. —The amount
of the land damages for passing through the yard of the Con-
necticut River Railroad was a subject of dispute for consid-
erable time; it was finally settled by reference to ex-Gov.
Thomas Talbot, cx-Gov. Onslow Stearns, and Hon. D. Waldo
Lincoln, for arbitration, who, after an exhaustive hearing in
October, 187G, awarded the sum of $52,359. To this is to
be added interest from that date, and the remaining amount,
$7,000, is allowed for moving the freight house, grading, put-
ting in side tracks, and work upon the grounds for final use.
The appropriation is recommended by the Committee as
unavoidable.

Item 16: $12,000. Stone Arch at East Ported. —The
rock at this point is seamy and unreliable. From the effects
of water and frost there is danger of the fall of large portions
upon the track. A short time since a mass of perhaps a
hundred tons came down. Had it fallen a minute later it
might have destroyed the lives of the engineer and fireman on
the state locomotive, and would have destroyed the engine.
The arch at the west portal cost $28,000, and the sum asked
seems reasonable. We think it necessary for the safety of
travel.

Item 17: $4,000. Coveringfor the Drain in the Tunnel.
—This is a square drain cut in the rock, that carries off all
the water accumulating in the Tunnel. A large portion of
the way it is covered with flag-stones, with suitable openings
to admit the drainage ; but for a long distance in the western
portion of the Tunnel it is open. It is necessarily so near the
track that the ties on one side cannot bo safely ballasted, and
it fills, and the water overflows, causing the tics to rot. The
Committee believe that the work should be done.

Item 18: $2,000. To relay Bank Well at street in Green-
field. —This wall must be moved to accommodate the connec-
tion over the Connecticut River Railroad yard. It is built of
sandstone found in the vicinity, which soon disintegrates, and
has heretofore been relaid. A thorough wall should bo put
in.
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Item 19; §4,619.65. Voucher to B. IV. Barren. —This
was the final balance in excess of $600,000, for work clone by
this contractor in arching the tunnel. The amount was ascer-
tained, agreed upon and a voucher given. There was no
limit in the tunnel appropriation to that amount, and the
Committee are not informed why this was not paid. They
can see no reason why it should not be.

From the foregoing appropriations for land damage, item 3,
the Committee suppose the town of Greenfield will reimburse
the Commonwealth to an amount not yet ascertained. A
passenger station is needed at that point. It is the place for
a good restaurant, —the nearest important point to half-way
from Boston to- Troy. The rental for a restaurant would
be $6OO to $BOO, according to prices now paid to Connecticut
River Railroad. The present station will be 60 or 70 feet
from the trains, and the numerous tracks of the other railroad
have to be crossed by passengers. They are often encum-
bered with trains. A new station will have to bo built.
The Committee recommend that the governor and council be
authorized to expend, by their manager, the money reim-
bursed under chapter 140 of the Acts of 1876, to construct a
passenger station here, to bo a union depot, built under
agreement and division of expense with the other railroad
companies, or otherwise, if they shall deem the sums so
received to be sufficient.

The Committee have earnestly endeavored to arrive at the
amounts necessary to fully and finally complete the road, and
believe they have succeeded, and that the expenditures de-
scribed ought to be a finality. Of course, there will be the
perpetual burden of care, maintenance and improvement to
be provided for as usual from the earnings. As the appro-
priation is made in gross, a deficit in one item would be
counterbalanced by a surplus in another; this discretion is
indispensable.

If delay in the appropriation of any part should seem
advisable, the Committee suggest that 150 men with two

locomotives and gravel trains, worked under the very efficient
road-master of this road until December 1, would perform
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all the work indispensable this year (above that done by the
regular track force), of the following items:

Item 4, ........ SG,OOO 00
9, 25,000 00

10, 50,000 00
11, 5,000 00
12, 2,000 00

888,000 00

The cost of such a force, including lumber necessary for
fences, would be not far from $42,000, and would reduce the
appropriation asked by $46,000; but it would probably only
be a postponement.

The Committee therefore recommend the following appro-
priations,—

Item 1, .
. . . . . . . 8111.355 08

2, 22,000 00
3, 32,500 00
4, 0,000 00
5, 10,000 00
6, . . 10,000 00
9, 25,000 00

10, 50,000 00
11, 6,000 00
12, 2,000 00
13, 3,000 00
14, 3,000 00
15, ' GO,OOO 00
IG, 12,000 00
17, 4,000 00
18, 2,000 00
19, 4,G 19 G5

8302,474 73

And they believe that the unexpended $4,123.85 ought to
bo reappropriated to cover contingencies, deficits, and claims
unascertained.

It seems to the Committee that the governor and council
ought to bo allowed to use any part of the earnings of a cur-
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rent year, although paid into the treasury, for unexpected
damages by flood or accident.

The limitation that tolls shall not be raised for one year
after they are prescribed, seems to the Committee to be
wrong. No other road ever so limits itself. Surely the gov-
ernor and council may safely be trusted to decide upon rates.
They have no motive to reduce traffic or impose hardships on
railroads. This clause has been avoided by a special sj’stem
of rebates to meet the necessity of the case during the railroad
war, but if some other road should claim the reduced rate
within the year, it is questionable if they would not be entitled
to it. Freights vary in price every day, and such a limitation
is like a law preventing the managers of the Bank of England
from changing rates of discount.

The following are the passenger rates and tolls:

Passenger Tolls paid to State.
[Through, 55 cents. Bound for Springfield, Worcester or branch points, 60 cents.]

West
Deerfield. Bardwell’s. Shelburne

Falls.
Buckland. Charlemont. Zoar. Iloosac

Tunnel.
Xo.
Adams
and

stations
on

Troy

and
Bostonll.K.

Cts. | Cts. Cts. [ Cts. Cts, | Cts. Cts. Cents.Greenfield and stations east, . It) 15 25 j3O 10 ;60 60 76
West Deerfield,. . , . -| 10 20 25 85 |4O 50 70
Bardwell’s, . . . . - j - 10 15 30 jB5 45 60
Shelburne Falls, . .-I _

- 10 20 26 35 60
Buckland, -, - - ) - 10 120 30 45
Charlemont, . . . . - - - I - -10 15 30
Zoar, . . . . . . - —J -; - 10 125Iloosac Tunnel,. . . . - - - -

- -jig

Prices of tickets charged by the Fitchburg Railroad Company.

Greenfield and stations east, .!16 j 30 45 j65! 75 90 [lO5 135
West Deerfield,. . . . -I 15 30 ;40i 65 75 ,90 120
Bardwell’s, . . • - - 20 30 50 65 175 105
Shelburne Falls, , . . - j - - 15 130 45 60 90
Buckland, . . . . . -

- - -j 20 36 60 80
Charlemont, . . . . [ - j - -j - I - 15 30 60
Zoar, ------ 15 45
Hoosac Tunnel,. . . .

- : -I - I - - - 30

The freight tolls are printed in House Doc. 201, 1877,
page 45.

3



TROY & GREENFIELD RAILROAD, ETC. [May,

The net income of the road for 1877 will be very largely
increased. The authorized car equipment of the Hoosac Tun-
nel Line has been doubled, from 1,371 cars to 2,742. The
Fitchburg Company have decided to put on three express
trains. These are the first express trains they have run be-
yond Fitchburg. This must largely increase the passenger
traffic. The Great Western mails have been transferred to
this line. The increase of traffic is indicated by the Feb-
ruary report, the last one made up, compared with that of
last year:—

Feb., 1876. Feb., 1877.

Gross receipts for freight, . . . $2,863 00 $5,750 00
“ for passengers, . . 960 00 1,630 00

Tons of freight carried, .... 15,000 28,000
Number of passengers carried, . . 3,140 4,270

The net income of February, 1876, was about $950, to
which should be added rents, $1,666, making $2,616.
Against this, the net income of February, 1877, was $4,000,
and for rents, $1,666 ; total, $5,666. The expenses do not
increase. The Committee expect the net income to the State
for 1877 will be from $90,000 to $lOO,OOO.

When we bear in mind that the canals are now practi-
cally superseded by the i-ailroads, and the monopoly of New
York in grain shipment is thereby destroyed, and that,
therefore, the proportion sent to Boston will continue to in-
crease ; that the Delaware & Hudson Canal Company can
compete in coal delivery with the steam colliers and rail to with-
in fifteen miles of Boston, and that, therefore, a large area will
take their supply from this line; that the Erie road, now
sending 200,000 tons to Boston, seeks this avenue ; that other
lines are thereto projected; that the magnitude of the east-
ward-bound traffic has increased beyond the enthusiastic
speculations of the early promoters of this work ; when we
remember, further, that the physical advantages over the best
of the other lines amount to from five to seven per cent, of
the cost of transit from the Hudson, and that, therefore, the
present low half-cent toll may be maintained, and the more
easily by vast quantities of freight, because its carriage other-
wise is cheaper as the amount is greater; and when we con-
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skier, further, that the expenses would hardly he doubled for
ten times the tonnage, we ought not to despair over the
prospects of revenue, if the State chooses to claim its own.

When the "tons carried” reach the amount of the Boston
& Albany, the tolls will amount to $450,000. The passen-
gers would mostly cross the entire line, paying at least an aver-
age of fifty cents. If their number shall reach one-fifth of
those of the Providence road, the tolls would reach a sum
which, added to the freight charges, would pay the expenses
and the entire interest on the tunnel cost. The Committee
reported the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

HENRY WINN.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

AN ACT
To provide for and appropriate moneys for the im-

provement and completion of the Troy and Green-
field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, and the payment
of claims heretofore incurred therefor, and to ex-
tend the power of the Governor and Council relative
to tolls.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled , and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. For the purposes of repairing, re-
-2 location and completion of the Troy and Green-
-8 field Railroad and Hoosac Tunnel, and the pay-
-4 ment of claims hitherto incurred therefor, and
5 to enable the governor and council to perform the
6 duties imposed on them under the provisions of
7 chapter seventy-seven of the acts of eighteen
8 hundred and seventy-five, the treasurer of the
9 Commonwealth is authorized and instructed to

10 issue scrip, or certificates of debt, in the name and
11 on behalf of the Commonwealth, and under his
12 signature and the seal of the Commonwealth,
18 to an amount not exceeding three hundred and

Commcmuicfiltl) of ittassacljusctts.



1877.] HOUSE—No. 374.

14 sixty-two thousand five hundred dollars, on the
15 same terms and conditions as are provided in
16 section three of chapter three hundred and thirty-
-17 three of the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-
-18 eight.

1 Sect. 2. The governor and council are hereby
2 authorized and directed to take all necessary
3 measures for the preparation of said scrip, or
4 certificates of debt, and for the sale or negotiation
5 thereof, with authority to expend such sums of
6 money as may be necessary for this purpose.

1 Sect. 3. "Whatever premium may be received
2 from the sale of any of the scrip or certificates of
3 debt, issued under the authority of this act beyond
4 the cost of preparing and negotiating the same,
5 shall be added to and constitute a part of the sink-
-6 ing fund created by the provisions of chapter two
7 hundred and twenty-six of the acts of eighteen
8 hundred and fifty-four.

1 Sect. 4. Said sum of three hundred and sixty-
-2 two thousand five hundred dollars, or so much
3 thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropri-
-4 ated for the purposes expressed in the first section
5 of this act, and the expenditure thereof for the
6 said purposes shall be entrusted to the governor
7 and council.

1 Sect. 5. The governor with the advice and
2 consent of the council is authorized to use any
3 part of the tolls or earnings of the Troy and Grreen-
-4 field itailroad and Iloosac Tunnel which have been
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5 deposited with the treasurer of the Commonwealth
6 during the current year in which he may be
7 required to use the same, to pay for or repair any
8 damages arising from flood or accident upon said
9 railroad or in said tunnel. And the said earnings

10 are hereby appropriated for the purpose.

1 Sect. 6. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, is authorized to construct a
3 passenger station at Greenfield, either separately
4 or in combination with the Fitchburg Railroad
5 Company and Connecticut River Railroad Com-
-6 pany, or either of them, and to provide by agree-
-7 ment Avith either or both said companies, if a sta-
-8 tion shall be constructed at joint expense, for the
9 amounts to be paid therefor by the CommonAvealth

10 and by either or both said companies respectively,
11 and for the location, maintenance, use and con-
-12 trol of said station, and for the several riadits' O

13 therein of the CommonAvealth, of each of said
14 railroad companies, and of all other railroad
15 companies or parties that may use the same, and
16 for the equitable division of any income to be
17 derived therefrom: provided, that the moneys to
18 be paid for this station by the Commonwealth
19 shall be taken from the reimbursements for land
20 damages to be paid by the inhabitants of the town
21 of Greenfield under ehapter one hundred and forty
22 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
23 seventy-six, and said reimbursements are hereby
24 appropriated to the amount of tAvelve thousand
25 fiArn hundred dollars for the purposes of this sec-
-26 tion; and provided, further, that no action shall
27 be taken under this section if the governor and
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28 council shall not deem the moneys received from
29 such reimbursements to be sufficient for the pur-
-30 poses thereof.

1 Sect. 7. The words " not to be raised for one
2 year after they are thus determined ” in the
3 second and third lines of the fifth section of
4 chapter seventy-seven of the acts of the year
5 eighteen hundred and seventy-five, shall not be
6 construed to prevent the governor, with the
7 advice and consent of the council, from reducing
8 the rates of the tolls therein referred to tempora-
-9 rily, by means of rebates, and again restoring

10 them to the amount fixed for such year.




