
HOUSE No. 14.

House of Representatives, January 24, 1878.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the
petition of Dennis O'Connor for a recount of votes for
Representatives in the Eighth Suffolk District, have duly
considered the same, and report as follows:

The Eighth Suffolk District comprises the eighth ward
of the city of Boston, and elects two Representatives.

By the return of the ward officers the votes (excepting
the scattering) were as follows:

Francis Gargan, ........788
James L. Locke, ........605
Dennis O’Connor, ........681
Charles Jarvis, ........519

Upon petition, the votes for Representatives in the district
were recounted, agreeably to law, by the board of aldermen
of the city of Boston. The result of the count by the
aldermen was as follows: ,

Francis Gargan, ........667
James L. Locke, ........ 625
Dennis O’Connor, 562
Charles Jarvis, ........542

The scattering votes are also omitted in the recount.
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The ward officers’ returns would have elected Messrs. Gar-
gan and O’Connor. The recount elected Messrs. Gargan
and Locke, to whom certificates of election were given.

Mr. O’Connor asked for a recount; but he alleged no fraud;
he pointed out no errors in the recount.

His ground for asking a recount by the House was that
there had been counts by two boards of officers; that these
counts had been different, had led to different results, and
consequently he appealed to the final tribunal to decide
between the two.

The sitting member, holding a certificate of election, has
a prima-facie case, and his title is not to be put in peril,
unless some good reason is given.

The Committee consider that a recount by the board of
aldermen must stand, unless it is shown that clerical or
other errors were made, carelessness or fraud, or any other
cause existed, which, in the case of ward or town officers in
the primary count, would have been good ground for asking
a recount.

The Committee deem it their duty to establish no prece-
dent tending to make common the habit of appealing to the
House to recount votes when no valid reason exists for such
course.

The Committee, therefore, report that the petitioner have
leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

NATHAN M. HAWKES.






