
HOUSE No. 75.

House of Representatives, February 19, 1878,

The Committee on Harbors, who were instructed bjr an
Order of the Bth instant to inquire and report “ what, if any
thing, has been done under chapter 219 of the Acts of the
year 1877, in relation to Green Harbor Marsh, in the town of
Marshfield,” have attended to the duty, and respectfully
report as follows:

By chapter 303 of the Acts of the year 1871, the proprie-
tors of Green Harbor Marsh, in the town of Marshfield, were
authorized to erect a dam and dike, across Green Harbor
river at a point therein designated, and for the purpose set
forth in said Act; but it was therein provided, that “ Should
shoaling take place above the level of mean low water in the
channel ” of said river, “in consequence of the construction
of said dam and dikes,” it should be the duty of said proprie-
tors to remove said shoaling; and in case of their failure to
remove the same “for six months after due notice from the
county commissioners of Plymouth county,” the said shoal-
ing was to be removed at the expense of said proprietors,
and they were by said Act made liable to the Commonwealth
therefor. In consequence of a breach of the provisions of
this Act by the said proprietors, the legislature subsequently,
in chapter 219 of the Acts of the year 1877, granted equity
jurisdiction to the supreme judicial court in the premises, and
authorized and directed the attorney-general, in the name
and behalf of the Commonwealth, to bring a bill in equity
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or other proper process, to enforce the provisions of said Act
ul 1871. In answer to that authority and direction the
attorney-general has caused an information to be prepared;
hut, owing to the absence of any appropriation to meet the
expense of such litigation, nothing further has been done,
and this Committee are of opinion that such appropriation
should he had.

For the Committee,

CHAS. J. NOYES.






