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House of Representatives, February 25,1878.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee, dissent
from the Report, and recommend the passage of the accom-
panying Bill.

F. A. HARDEN.
WILLIAM REED, Jk.
ISRAEL C. CORNISH.
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[Recommended as substitute for report, leave to withdraw, of Committee
on Water Supply and Drainage.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
To regulate the Practice of Medicine and Surgery in

the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
m General Court assembled, and hi/ the authority of the
same , as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Each and every medical society now
2 existing in the city of Boston, under a charter from
3 the legislature of this Commonwealth, shall, at each
4 annual session of said society, elect a hoard of cen-
-5 sors, consisting of not less than three of its mem-
-6 hers, who shall hold their office until others are
7 elected in their stead ; which hoard .shall have
8 authority to examine and license practitioners of
9 medicine, surgery, and midwifery, as provided in

10 subsequent sections of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Every person, who, from and after sixty
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2 days after the passage of this act, shall, in the city
3 of Boston, engage in the practice of medicine, sur-

-4 gery, or midwifery, or by sign or advertisement, or

5 by any means whatever, offer his or her services to
6 the public as a practitioner of medicine, surgery, or
7 midwifery, or by such sign or advertisement assume
8 the title of doctor, physician, surgeon, or midwife,
9 shall be required to obtain from some one of the

10 aforesaid boards of censors a certificate, which shall
11 set forth that said' board of censors have found the
12 person to whom it is given qualified to practise all
13 the branches of medical art mentioned in it; and
14 said certificate shall be substantially in the following
15 form:

Certificate-
No. . State of Massachusetts. City of Bostok.

18 .

This mat certify that the undersigned, Board of Censors,
have found , of , in the count3r of ,

and State of Massachusetts, qualified in the following branches
of the medical profession ; viz. :

and therefore license him to practise the said branches within
the city of Boston.

I Hoard of Censors of
) Medical Society.

1 Sect. 3. Such certificates shall be recorded in a

2 book provided and kept for the purpose by the city
3 clerk of the said city of Boston, which book shall
4 bear the title and inscription, and shall be styled
5 the medical registry of the city of Boston; and the
6 fee for recording the same shall be twenty-five cents
7 each.
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Sect. 4. Any person to 'whom a certificate is
2 issued by a board of censors, as herein provided,
3 shall cause the same to he recorded in the medical
4 registry of the city of Boston; and, for failure or
5 neglect to record the same within thirty days after
6 its issue, the person so neglecting shall he liable to
l a tine of twenty-five dollars ; and any person who

8 shall practise medicine, surgery, or midwifery, in said
d city, or shall sign a certificate of death for purposes

10 of burial or removal, whose said certificate of quali-
-11 fication is not recorded in the manner aforesaid,
12 shall he liable to the same penalties provided in
13 section seven of this act for the punishment of per-
-14 sous who shall practise without a certificate.

1 Sect. 5. Each of said boards of censors shall, in
2 their discretion, notify all practitioners of medicine,
3 surgery, or midwifery, in said city of Boston, of the
4 terms and requirements of this act, and shall require
5 such persons so notified to comply therewith within
6 thirty days after such notification, or within such
i fuithei time as may he allowed by special permis-

-8 sion of such board, not exceeding sixty days.

1 Sect. 6. Each board of censors shall issue cer-
-2 tificates to all physicians and surgeons who furnish
3 evidence by diploma from some now existing or
4 heretofore existing legally constituted medical col-
-5 lege or university, or by certificate of examination
6 by some now existing or heretofore existing legally
7 constituted hoard of medical examiners, if such evi-
-8 deuce shall, after due investigation, satisfy said
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9 board of censors that the person so presenting such

10 credentials has been, after due examination by a

11 legally constituted board of medical examiners,
12 deemed properly and adequately qualified to prac-
-13 tise the branches mentioned in such diploma or cer-

iq tificate. Any certificate issued by any board of
15 censors, as herein provided, shall be valid in said
16 city of Boston after being duly registered. Said
17 boards of censors shall also have the power to re-

-18 voke or annul any certificate issued by them, if in
19 their judgment the person holding it has obtained
20 it fraudulently, or has by crime or misdemeanor,
21 whereof such person shall have been duly convicted,
22 forfeited all right to public confidence. And the

23 fee for issuing said certificate shall be one dollar.

1 Sect. 7. It is hereby declared a misdemeanor

2 for any person to practise medicine, surgery, or mid-
-3 wifery, in the said city of Boston, unless authorized

4 so to do by a certificate as herein provided; and any
5 person found guilty of such misdemeanor shall, for
6 the first offence, be fined not less than fifty dollars,
7 nor more than two hundred dollars; and for any
8 subsequent offence, not less than one hundred dollars,
9 nor more than four hundred dollars; which fines may

10 be recovered by indictment.

1 Sect. 8. Whoever knowingly advertises, prints,
2 publishes, distributes, or circulates, or knowingly
3 causes the same to be done, any pamphlet, printed
4 paper, book, newspaper, notice, advertisement, sign,
5 or reference, containing words or language giving or
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(i conveying any notice, hint, or reference, that they
7 are legalized practitioners under this act, without
S first having obtained a certificate as herein provided,
9 shall he liable to the same penalties as are provided

10 in section seven of this act for the punishment of
11 persons who shall practise without a certificate.

1 Sect. !). This act shall not be construed as to
2 apply to the practise of dentistry or veterinary sur-
-3 gory, nor to any person who does not assume the
4 title of doctor, physician, surgeon, or midwife, and
5 practises exclusively the Thomsonian or botanic
6 systems of medicine, or as clairvoyants or healing
7 mediums, nor to those who practise medicine gratui-
-8 tously, nor to any person who does not occupy an
9 office, or place of business, for the practice or adver-

-10 tisement of medicine, surgery, or midwifery, in the
11 city of Boston.

1 Sect. 10. All acts, and parts of acts, repugnant
2 to the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.






