
HOUSE No. 120.

House of Representatives, March 6, 1878.

The Committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the
petition of the Mayor of Boston for an Act extending the
powers of the assessors of the city of Boston, also an order
inquiring what legislation is necessary to promote just and
equal taxation, report, in part, the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

T. J. HASTINGS.
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[Mar.o ASSESSORS OF TAXES.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
Extending the Powers of Assessors of Taxes.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same,

as follows :

1 Sect. 1. When the collector of taxes of any city
2 or town in this Commonwealth shall become satisfied
3 that any poll-tax, or tax upon personal property, or

4 any portion of said tax, which has been committed
5 to him, or to any of his predecessors in office, for
6 collection, cannot be collected, by reason of the
7 death, absence, poverty, insolvency, bankruptcy, or

8 other inability to pay, of the person or persons to
9 whom such tax has been assessed, he shall notify the

10 assessors of taxes of the said city or town thereof
11 in writing, stating the reason why such tax cannot
12 be collected, and verifying the same by oath. It
13 shall then be lawful for the assessors of such city or
14 town, after due inquiry into the circumstances, to
15 make abatement of such tax, or any part thereof.
16 Upon such abatement being made, the said assessors
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17 shall certify the same in writing to the collector of
18 taxes; and said certificate shall discharge the col-
-19 lector from further obligation to collect the tax so

20 abated.

1 Sect, 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




