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Mass. Employment Bureau for Disabled Soldiers
35 Pembeeton Squake, Boston, Dec. 31, 1877

To His Excellency Alex. H. Bice, Governor:
I beg leave to hand yon my Report of Disabled Soldiers'

Employment Bureau, inasmuch as Surgeon-General Dale, to
whom I have formerly reported, has expressed the opinion
that the transactions of the Bureau should no longer be
appended to the Report of his department.

I take the liberty of enclosing the Report of D. O. Balcom,
Superintendent of the Bureau, to whose faithful service and
judgment the efficiency of the work is chiefly due.

Received 1877.
Cash from the State, . $B,OOO 00
Cash from other sources, . . . . . . 1,608 26

$4,608.26
Expended 1877.

Salary to Superintendent, .......$l,BOO 00
To sick and disabled soldiers and their families, charity and

transportation, . . .
. . . . 1,875 40

Soldiers’ Messenger Corps, ....... 141 20
Office Expenses, ......... 98 00

$3,914 60
Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1878, ..... $698 66

Very respectfully,
Your ob’t servant,

HENRY S. RUSSELL, Treasurer.
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Office of Soldiers’ Messenger Corps,
35 Pemberton Square, Boston, Xov. 30, 1877.

Geu. Henry S. Russell, Treasurer Disabled Soldiers’
Employment Bureau.

Sir, I have the honor to submit the following Report
of the transactions of this office for the year ending this
day;

The names of six hundred and ninety-seven (697) new
applicants for employment have been registered. Of this
number, thirty-six (36) have lost, or lost the use of, a limb
each; three hundred and seven (307) have been otherwise
wounded more or less severely; and three hundred and fifty-
four (354) were discharged for disease or disability of some
kind incurred in the service during the war of the Rebellion.

Employment has been furnished to six hundred and twelve
men (612), applicants of this and previous years. Of those
so aided, twenty-nine (29) have wholly or partially lost the
use of a limb each, two hundred and sixty-seven (267) have
been otherwise wounded more or less severely, and three
hundred and eight (308) were discharged the service for
disability.

That more has not been accomplished by the office during
the past year is owing to the general stagnation in business
of every kind, which is felt more seriously by those who
were disabled during the Rebellion than by any other class of
citizens having to depend upon their own exertions for a
living, as they are obliged to contend for work against
able-bodied men, often skilled workmen, who are only too
willing to accept any employment that offers. Without in-
Jluence from some quarter in their favor, the soldier, no mat-
ter how good his record, finds it very difficult to obtain work,
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not because he is not both able and capable, but because his
service in the army may have left its mark; may, and probably
has, shattered his once strong constitution; and because per-
fectly able-bodied men, who never heard a gun lire in battle,
will do the work at the same wages; in brief, because the
claim of the soldier is, as a rule, no longer recognized.

For over twelve years this office has been the direct means
of enabling hundreds of worthy soldiers to not only keep
out of poorhouses, but to support families in comfort. It
has in no sense outlived its usefulness. With a return of
business prosperity, its opportunities may, and, properly
directed, will, be greatly increased. From intimate knowl-
edge of its applicants, the office can always, at short notice,
furnish men competent to fill almost any business position,
with references as to character and qualifications beyond
question, skilled mechanics and tradesmen, and laborers in
any required number.

Besides the work of obtaining employment for disabled
soldiers, the office has gradually become a channel through
which the families of crippled, diseased, and dead soldiers
are aided with provisions and clothing, and in the many ways
that charity may be bestowed. This department of the work
of the office has very largely increased during the last four
years of hard times, and, though not legitimately belonging
to it, has been adopted as one of its duties ; and all inquiries
regarding applicants to individuals for aid which cannot be
fully answered from the records of the office are promptly
investigated and reported on. In this way a large number
of needy families are helped every year, sometimes sub-
stantially, of which no record or estimate can he made;
because, in the majority of such cases, the agency of the office
ceases when the report is made to the inquirer.

Soldiers’ Messenger Corps.

The Soldiers’ Messenger Corps has become so well estab-
lished, so generally and favorably known, that it is probably
not necessary to again describe its workings in detail. It
affords employment, and the means of comfortably supporting
their families, to twenty-four one-armed or otherwise badly-
crippled Massachusetts soldiers, some of whom, outside the
organization, would find difficulty in supporting themselves,
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being only able to do very light work. Five of the present
members of the corps have been connected with it since its
formation, over twelve years ago. Many of its past members
have, by gaining the good will and confidence of patrons
while on the corps, secured permanent situations as bank
and office messengers, janitors, watchmen, &c., &c. The
Soldiers’ Messenger Corps of this city is peculiarly a Massa-
chusetts institution : it was the first organized in the country,
has been a success from the start, and is now the only one in
operation on this side of the Atlantic.

I am, General,
Very respectfully,

Your ob’t servant,

D. 0. BALCOM, Supt.

Recapitulation .

Loss of i Otherwise j
Diseased. Total.I Limb. Wounded. :

Number of applicants registered
from Dec. 1, 1876, to Dec. 1,
1877, | 36 307 354 697

Number furnished with employ-
ment from Dec. 1, 1876, to Dec.
1, 1877, 29 267 308 612

The total number of soldiers furnished with employment
through this office, since its establishment Jan. 11, 1865, is
eleven thousand eight hundred and fifty-three (11,853).
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