
HOUSE No. 196.

[Bill proposed by Mr. Stuart of Hyde Park as substitute for Report of
Committee on Manufactures (ought not to pass) on Bill for the appoint-
ment of inspectors of steam-boilers.

In the Year One Thousand. Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of Inspectors of Steam-

Boilers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. There shall be appointed by the gov-
-2 ernor, by and with the advice and consent of the
3 council, an inspector-general of steam-boilers, who
4 shall be practically familiar with steam-engines and
5 boilers, and shall hold his office for the term of five
6 years, and until his successor is appointed and quali-
-1 tied, unless sooner removed by the governor and
8 council. He shall be sworn to the faithful discharge

€ommomucaltl) of illassadjusts.
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9 of his duties ; shall keep an office in the city of Bos-
-10 ton, conveniently located, and accessible to the public;
11 and shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, to the
12 treasurer of the Commonwealth, in the penal sum
13 of five thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 2. Said inspector-general shall appoint a
2 sufficient number of competent and discreet deputy-
-3 inspectors who have had experience in the con-

-4 struction or management of steam-boilers, removable
5 at his pleasure, and for whom he shall be respon-
-6 sible, who shall be sworn, and give bond to him for
7 the faithful discharge of their duties.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of said inspector-
-2 general, by himself or one of his deputies, at least
3 once in this year, and in each calendar year here-
-4 after, two weeks’ previous notice having been given
5 to the owner or user thereof, to carefully inspect
6 every steam-boiler and its appliances used in this
7 Commonwealth for propelling vessels upon inland
8 waters, or for manufacturing, mercantile, hoisting,
9 or mechanical purposes, or for heating buildings,

10 except such as are used for heating private dwell-
-11 ings; and if, upon such inspection, he finds such
12 boiler and its appliances to be in good working or-

-13 der, and free from all weakness and defects, he
14 shall give a certificate of inspection to the person or

15 persons or corporation owning or using such boiler,
16 which certificate shall state the maximum pressure at
17 which the boiler shall be worked. All applications
18 for inspection shall he made to the inspector-general,
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19 and all orders for inspection shall issue from him.
20 Any owner or user of a boiler, at any time before
21 notice fixing a time for inspection has been given to
22 him as aforesaid, or within three days after such no-

-23 tice has been given to him, if the day named therein
24 is inconvenient to him, may notify the inspector-
-25 general in writing that he desires to have his boiler
26 inspected upon some one of five days specified in
27 such notification, which shall be within the current
28 year, and not later than six months from the date of
29 such notification, nor earlier than two weeks, unless
30 such date is after the tenth of December. Said in-
-31 spector-general shall immediately notify said owner
32 or user, in writing, which of said five days he has
33 selected for inspection, and the inspection shall take
34 place upon such last-named day. Any manufacturer
35 or corporation, upon written application, may have
36 his or its boiler or boilers inspected at any time
37 during the year, besides the annual inspection, ten
38 days’ previous notice in writing having been given to
39 the inspector-general.

1 Sect. 4. If any inspector shall find a boiler in
2 use which is in dangerous condition from defects,
3 excessive pressure, or from any cause, he shall advise
4 with the owner or user of the same, and recommend
5 such repairs as are necessary to place said boiler in
6 good sound condition; and, if the advice and rcc-
-7 ommendations of any deputy-inspector shall be dis-
-8 regarded by the owner or user of said boiler, such
9 inspector shall call in the inspector-general. If said

10 inspector-general shall be of the opinion that any
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11 boiler originally inspected by himself, or to the in-
-12 spection of which he is called by any of his deputies
13 as hereinbefore provided, is not sound and in safe
14 condition, he shall give a written notice to the owner,
15 forbidding the use of the same until such repairs as
16 are specified by him in said written notice have been
17 made; or if said inspector-general is of the opinion
18 that such boiler is utterly worthless, so that its use
19 will endanger the public safety, he shall in said
20 written notice condemn it, and forbid its use alto-
-21 gether.

1 Sect. 5. If any person or corporation shall neg-
-2 lect or refuse to have the boiler or boilers owned or
3 used by them inspected at least once in this year,
4 and once in each calendar year hereafter, or shall
5 unreasonably refuse to have the same ready to be
6 inspected at the time designated in the notice pro-
-7 vided for in the third section of this act, or to
8 permit the same to be then inspected, or shall un-
-9 reasonably neglect or refuse to give the assistance

10 necessary for said inspection, or shall carry a greater
11 pressure of steam than is allowed by the inspector’s
12 certificate, they shall be punished by a fine not ex-
-13 ceeding two hundred dollars for each and every
14 offence; and if any person or corporation shall use

15 a boiler which has been pronounced unsafe by the
16 inspector-general in a written notice as provided in
17 the fourth section of this act, without making the
18 repairs therein specified, or shall continue to use a

19 boiler condemned as worthless and beyond repair by
20 said inspector-general, or provided in said fourth
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21 section of this act, such person, and any officer or

22 employe of such corporation as shall actually use

23 such boiler, shall be punished by a fine for each and
2d every such offence not exceeding five hundred dollars,
25 or by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not
26 exceeding one year.

1 Sect. 6. Any owner, renter, or user of a steam-
-2 boiler or boilers, holding the certificate of any com-

-3 pany, organized for the exclusive purpose of insur-
-4 ing steam-boilers, which has filed a statement of its
5 financial condition with the insurance commissioner
6 of this Commonwealth, and paid the license fees
7 and taxes required by the laws of this Common-
-8 wealth, and which requires all boilers insured by it
9 to be inspected at least once in each calendar year,

10 shall be exempt from any7 further inspection, and
11 from the pains and penalties specified in this act.

1 Sect. 7. The charges for inspection shall be paid
2 by the user of the boiler or boilers, and shall be the
3 sum of ten dollars for each single boiler. If more
4 than one boiler is inspected for the same owner or
5 user in the same city or town, and at the same time,
6 the charges for said inspection shall be ten dollars
7 for the first boiler, and five dollars for each and every
8 other boiler. All said charges shall be collected by
9 the inspector when the certificate is issued. Each

10 deputy-inspector shall be entitled to retain for bis
11'services and expenses one half of the sums so col-

-12 lected by him, and shall pay over to the inspector-
-13 general the other half thereof at the end of each
14 month.
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1 Sect. 8. The inspector-general shall be paid a
2 salary of twenty-five hundred dollars per annum.
S There shall also be allowed and paid him the sums
4 actually expended by him for stationery, postage,
5 and office and clerk bill, not exceeding one thousand
6 dollars in all, and the sums necessarily expended by
7 him for actual travelling-expenses. lie shall be
8 required to make oath to all his accounts.

1 Sect. 9. The inspector-general shall keep a true
2 record of all steam-boilers inspected by him or his
3 deputies, and of all fees received by them and him,
4 and shall pay over to the treasurer of the Common-
-5 wealth, at the end of each quarter, all sums paid to
6 him by his deputies, or hereinbefore provided or
7 received by him for boilers inspected by himself.
8 He shall also report annually to the governor of the
9 Commonwealth the number and type of boilers in-

-10 spected by him or his deputies, and their condition,
11 with such detailed information as may be called for,
12 on blanks provided by the secretary of the Com-
-13 monwealth for this purpose. He shall also report
14 any accident to boilers in use, or explosions, which
15 have occurred during the year, with the causes, so
16 far as may be ascertained.

1 Sect. 10. No inspector-general or deputy shall be
2 a dealer in steam-boilers, or any of their appliances,
3 or have any pecuniary interest, directly or indirectly,
4in the sale or repair thereof. Any person violating
5 any of the provisions of this section shall be punished
6by a fine not exceeding twr o hundred dollars, or by
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7 imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding three
8 months.

1 Sect. 11. Chapter three hundred and twenty-
-2 one ot the statutes of eighteen hundred and seventy-
-3 three is hereby repealed.




