
HOUSE . No. 203.

House oe Representatives, March 22, 1878.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the petition of Franklin W. Smith and others
for an Act of Incorporation as the Board of Aid to Land-
Ownership, submit the following

REPORT.

The petitioners present the plans, purposes, and necessity
of their association, substantially as follows: What shall
be done with the unemployed is a question imperative for
immediate solution, when savings are being exhausted, and
people hitherto self-supporting are vainly contending against
poverty. In over-crowded centres, the only practicable rem-
edy suggested is a divergence from labor to agriculture.
The unimproved lands of the United States are a heritage of
riches for their people and many generations of posterity;
yet the press frequently announces suicide and crime in
despair of food and shelter. While France, with an area less
than Texas, has six million independent, thrifty land-owners,
the American people, about equal in number, count but
three million farmers and planters.

The census reports of 1860 and 1870 show, that during
that decade, while the total valuation of manufactures in-
creased nearly one hundred per cent, the hands in manufac-
ture increased sixty per cent, and population increased but
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twenty-two and a half per cent; the increase of land in
farms in the United States was but twenty-five per cent,
and increase of farmers and planters in the United States
was but twenty-three per cent. Meanwhile, artificial-flower
makers increased one hundred per cent; billiard and howling
saloon keepers increased four hundred per cent; showmen
increased four hundred per cent.

Such facts conclusively demonstrate the necessity of or-
ganization to stimulate settlement of the public domain.
Boards of Aid may be factors of relief to the unemployed,
and contributors to substantial increase of national wealth.

It may be said that inducements to emigration are scat-
tered broadcast, posted at street-corners, until the laconic
advice, “Go West, young man,” is a byword. Individual
pioneership demands rare force of character; and, for suc-
cess, remarkable natural tact or practical experience. A
family cannot remove without expenditure, provision for
shelter and temporary sustenance. Kindred, churches, and
charitable organizations may be ready to contribute toward
the outlay; but resolution fails for lack of definite informa-
tion as to prospects and companionship.

For effective service, a Board of Aid must command capital
and induce emigration by systematic facilities, and in associa-
tion ; not, however, with any mutual or communistic obliga-
tions.

The practical measures proposed by the petitioners, through
the corporation they would organize, are,

First, The purchase of large tracts of land, selected with
due regard to fertility, water, healthfulness, proximity to
markets, and other important considerations, with the great
advantage which capital and credit command in prices and
terms. In this department of its work the Board would ren-
der great and ready service to the settler. The announcement
of such a company has induced offers from competing holders
of land throughout the West and South ; and negotiations are
now pending with the petitioners for lands at a very large
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discount from market-rates in their vicinity, on the cash ap-
praised values at which railroad land grants are being sold
in small portions. This discount it is proposed to divide with
the settler; capital being allowed compensation for its ex-
penses, interest and taxes.

Second , The Board will discriminate trustworthy informa-
tion upon the advantages of various localities. The tracts to
be developed would be divided according to the nature of
the culture expedient. For mixed farming, dairy, and fruit-
culture in the Central States, Virginia, or East Tennessee,
forty to eighty acres would be ample for a farm homestead;
while, in Kansas or Nebraska, the areas that can be utilized
by labor-saving machinery are limited only by the capital at
disposal.

Third, Town-sites would be surveyed upon system, for
convenience and social advantages, the Board having control
from the outset.

Fourth, Settlers will have the gratuitous counsel of an ex-
perienced superintendent: and, in addition to advantages pre-
viously mentioned, the control of the Board would insure
systematic adornment of roads and villages; restrictions upon
buildings and grounds for the common benefit; prohibition
of intoxicating liquors and immoral pursuits, in original
deeds, &c.

Fifth, The advantage of capital and credit would be made
available, as far as practicable from experience, in reduction
of costs to settlers, of transportation, seeds, building materials,
tools and machinety. Offers are made already to the peti-
tioners for supplies at wholesale rates for settlers.

The Committee believe that the proposed association in
charge of men of capacity and character, as these petitioners
unquestionably are, will be of great public utility. So long
as the affairs of the company are managed by the petitioners,
there seems no fear that it will become a land speculation ;

but, to guard against such possibility in the future, we limit
the duration of the corporation to twenty years.
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For reasons above given, the Committee report the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

F. W. BIRD.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Board of Aid to Land-Ownership.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same

,
as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Franklin W. Smith, Leverett Saltonstall,
2 George L. Ward, Edward Whitney, and I’obert
3 Treat Paine, jun., their associates and successors, are

4 hereby made a corporation, under the name of “ The
5 Board of Aid to Land-Ownership,” for the purpose
6 of aiding emigrants and others to settle in colonies
7 or otherwise, and to acquire and improve land in the
8 western and southern states; and for this purpose
9 they shall have all the powers set forth in chapter

10 sixty-eight of the General Statutes, and in other
11 general laws relative to such corporations.

1 Sect. 2. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand
3 dollars, and the corporation shall not commence the
4 transaction of business until fifty thousand dollars
5 have been paid in in cash.
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1 Sect. 3. This corporation may hold real estate
2 in any state or territory in the United States, and
3 the amount held in Massachusetts shall not exceed
4 fifty thousand dollars in value.

1 Sect. 4. For the purposes of taxation, this cor-

-2 poration shall be subject to the provisions of the
3 third, fourth, and fifth sections of chapter two hun-
-4 dred and eighty-three of the acts of eighteen hundred
5 and sixty-five.

1 Sect. 5. The charter of this corporation shall
2 expire at the end of twenty years from the passage
3 of this act.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.






