
HOUSE No. 373.

House of Representatives, April 5, 1878.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolve in favor of the Old South Association in Boston,

REPORT.
The appropriation asked for would be a gratuity which the

Legislature have undoubtedly the right to grant; but we
recognize no claim for this gratuity which does not apply to
very many other objects, except that perhaps this case car-
ries with it a large element of sentiment. We have grave
doubts as to the propriety of any grant for this object: but
we are unanimously of opinion, that, if granted at all, it should
be with conditions which shall make it certain, so far as any
action of the present Legislature can secure it, that those who
have charge of this enterprise shall accept the conditions as
a notice that they will have no right to apply for further aid;
that future legislatures will be released from the slightest
obligation to grant further aid; but that this grant is intend-
ed to be, and shall hereafter be regarded as, final. We there-
fore conclude, that, if the grant be made at all, it should be
in the form of the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,
F. W. BIRD.

The undersigned dissents.
LEVI L. CUSHING.
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2 [Apr. 78.OLD SOUTH ASSOCIATION.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treas-
ury of the Commonwealth to the Old South Association in
Boston, incorporated by chapter two hundred and twenty-
two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-
seven, the sum of ten thousand dollars ; the same to be used
and applied for the preservation of the Old South Meeting-
House in Boston, payable only on satisfactory evidence fur-
nished to the Governor and Council that a sum has heen
received from other sources, which, together with this
amount, shall be sufficient to give to this association a com-
plete title to said meeting-house and the land connected
therewith, free from all debt or encumbrance. This grant is
made upon condition that the free use of said meeting-house
shall be given to the Legislature, whenever requested, for the
preaching of the annual election-sermon.

€ommcmiucaitl) of iHassacljuoctts.

RESOLVE
In favor of the Old South Association in Boston.






