
HOUSE Xo. 274.

House of Representatives, April 5, 1878.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the
Resolve in favor of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology,

REPOET.
The treasury of the Commonwealth contains no money

except that which is drawn by taxation from the pockets of
the people. Every new appropriation, therefore, means pro
tanto, in some form or other, additional taxation. In ordinary
times the public burden is easily carried, and the people are
not disposed to inquire too closely into all the various expen-
ditures of which it is the aggregate result. It is quite other-
wise now. For a few years past, the taxes’ in this Common-
wealth have been paid largely, perhaps principally, from the
capital or accumulated savings of the community, and not
from current earnings. All our industries have been, and
continue to be, most seriously depressed; and this depression
has been and is accompanied by much positive and personal
suffering among those who have been large tax-payers. I fence
the urgent call which we hear on every hand for a careful
revision of all our methods of taxation, and for rigid economy
in the administration of public affairs'. Such assessments as
have been laid upon the industry and resources of our citi-
zens in the past can no longer be borne; and appropriations
for extra governmental purposes, which for exceptional rea-
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sons might, perhaps, have been justified in more prosperous
days, would he without excuse now. For tins reason, it lias
become absolutely necessary to reduce and limit the expend-
itures, in connection with the educational, charitable, and
reformatory institutions of the State, to the lowest point com-
patible with a good degree of efficiency in their working; and
the time has arrived for a thorough examination into the
expenses of all departments of the State government, with a
view to permanent retrenchment.

In the light of these considerations, the Finance Committee
find themselves unable to concur in any recommendation for
the expenditure at the present time of the public money,
and for the consequent proportionate increase of the public
burden, to promote and sustain objects which cannot be
recognized as identified with some one or more departments
ot the government of the State as at present organized. For-
tunately, while so much individual suffering prevails in all
the cities and towns of the Commonwealth, there are still
many men and women who are both able and willing to
contribute generously to the maintenance of institutions
closely allied with the industrial and educational develop-
ment of the Commonwealth, while having no direct and
legitimate claim upon its treasury. To this voluntary and
private munificence the Finance Committee believe that such
institutions as the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
the TV orcester Free Institute, and indeed all our schools of
higher learning and special training, may, for the future, be
safely commended and committed.

ihese various institutions have received valuable grants
from the Commonwealth in times past, which have liberally
supplemented the benefactions of wealthy and generous citi-
zens. Ihe State, probably, had no intention, originally, of
adopting such a policy, even temporarily, in favor of all its
colleges and higher schools of learning; but the successful
application for aid to the Legislature by some one of them
has usually been followed by applications in behalf of others,
and it has been found impossible to break the force of pre-
cedent. It may be that the State has made no mistake in
thus assisting to establish these institutions on broad and
sure foundations; but, this much having been accomplished,
the Finance Committee believe that the officials having



31878.] HOUSE —No. 274

them in charge must hereafter rely for the means to carry
on their work upon their invested funds, and upon their sev-
eral patrons who have personal knowledge of and take a per-
sonal interest in it. Certainly, under existing circumstances,
there would be no propriety in diverting any portion of the
public funds for the purpose.

The Committee, therefore, report that the Resolve in favor
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1 in their judg-
ment, ought not to pass.

BEEN F. STONE.
FRANCIS W. BIRD.
LEVI L. CUSHING.
CHARLES H. ALLEN.
HAMILTON A HILL.
MATTHEW BOLLES.
LUTHER J. BROWN.



'Apr. ’7B.INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY.

RESOLVE

In favor of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the treas-
ury of the Commonwealth the sum of sixty thousand dollars
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology ; provided that
said sum shall be payable as soon as, and not before, a like
amount is obtained for the same purpose by private subscrip-
tion.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.


