
HOUSE No. 357.

Boston, May 8, 1878,
To the House of Representatives.

I have the honor herewith to transmit a communication
addressed to me by the Board of Trustees of the State
Lunatic Hospital at Danvers, which seems to require the
consideration of the Legislature.

ALEXANDER H. RICE.

Boston, May 7, 1878.

To His Excellency Governor Alexander H. Rice, State House.

Sir, The Board of Trustees of the Danvers Hospital for
Insane, created by the Legislature under acts of 1877, chapter
252, section 1, and appointed by your Excellency, beg to
represent that they received the buildings in October in an
unfinished condition, and have since given close attention to
the economical advancement of necessary work.

The balance of “ construction fund ” which came into their
hands was about |27,000 : this has been nearly exhausted in
payment of the balances becoming due on old contracts
closed since appointment of the Trustees, and for work upon
the buildings that they find absolutely necessary under pro-
visions of the statute.

During the year, and before another session of the Legisla-
ture, additional necessary expenditures will be required,
properly chargeable to construction, for out-buildings con-
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nected with the farmer’s department, for walls and fences,
and other purposes looking wholly to the protection and im-
provement of the present buildings and grounds.

We beg to suggest to your Excellency, that, in our opinion,
a moderate appropriation towards completing the construction
of the hospital is desirable, so that improvements that are
and shall be found necessary during the year may not fail for
want of means.

We have no doubt that those having charge of the hospital
during the remainder of the year will find expenditures for
these purposes, to a moderate extent, absolutely necessary;
and that any sum intrusted to them will be resorted to only
in case of necessity, and what may be needed will be ex-
pended with fidelity and economy.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

By order of the Trustees,

JAMES STURGIS, Chairman.






