
HOUSE No. 371.

House of Representatives, May 14, 18T8.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Bill
to provide additional pay to poor and indigent soldiers and
sailors, report that they recognize the propriety of some
legislation in aid of that class of soldiers and sailors who
served in the navy and army of the United States to the
credit of the Commonwealth, and who, by reason of sickness
or misfortune, are unable to support themselves. But the
difficulty is to find a plan of relief which shall accomplish
the desired object, without introducing evils of a very serious
character, which every good citizen should do all in his
power to avoid. It needs but little reflection to perceive the
troubles that will be likely to arise in the administration of
any law that may be proposed. And your Committee, in the
short time at their disposal in the last days of the session,
have found it impossible to devise any plan which they could
recommend to the House. They therefore report back the
Bill which has been referred to them, with the recommenda-
tion that it be amended by adding thereto the following
section ; viz.:

1 Sect. 2. “It shall be the duty of the surgeon-
-2 general of the Commonwealth to inquire as to the
3 number of indigent soldiers or sailors now receiving
4 public aid throughout the Commonwealth, and in-
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•) elude in his next annual report such facts as he may
d gather in regard to the condition and necessities of
7 such persons.”

And ask to be discharged from the further consideration of
the subject.

For the Committee,

E. F. STONE.
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AN ACT
To provide Additional Pay to Poor and Indigent Sol-

diers and Sailors.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Every city and town in which any sol-
-2 dier or sailor resides, who has served in the army
3 or navy of the United States to the credit of this
4 Commonwealth, and been honorably discharged
5 therefrom, and is not entitled to admission to any
6 national soldiers’ home, and who is poor and indi-
-7 gent, and stands in need of relief, shall raise money
8 by taxation or otherwise, and, as further compensa-
-9 tion for such service, shall, under the direction of

10 its mayor and aldermen or selectmen, pay to such
11 soldier or sailor, or, if deemed best, expend therefor,
12 such necessary sum of money as will furnish him rea-

-13 sonable relief or support; and no such soldier or sailor
14 shall be required to receive such relief or support in
15 any almshouse, or in any public institution, unless ho
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Eight.
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16 chooses to do so, or his physical or mental condition
17 requires it; and all sums of money so paid out or
18 expended shall be reimbursed by the Commonwealth
19 to such city or town in the manner state aid is now
20 reimbursed. And any such soldier or sailor requir-
-21 ing full support may select the place where he will
22 be supported; provided the cost of such support at
23 the place selected shall not exceed the fair average'
24 cost of reasonable support for persons of like degree
25 in life in such city or town; and any city or town
26 violating any of the provisions of this act shall be
27 liable, in an action of contract, to any persons fur-
-28 nishing such relief or support, after written notice
29 to such mayor or selectmen that the same is to be-
-30 furnished.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.


