
SENATE] . . . . No. 86.

Executive Department Boston, March 10, 1887.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Recent events have called my attention to two serious
defects in the laws relating to the sale of intoxicating
liquors, both of which, I think, should be remedied by some
action on your part.

One of these is the decision of the Supreme Court that
the laws in relation to fraudulent voting do not apply to the
taking of the vote upon the question of granting licenses for
the sale of intoxicating liquors. If this vote is to be taken
at all, it ought to be honestly cast and counted. In many of
the cities and towns of the Commonwealth this is one of the
most important of the questions that come up for action at
the annual meetings for the transaction of local affairs, and
every reason which exists for providing proper safeguards
for the taking of votes for officers apply with equal force to
the taking of this vote.

The other grew out of the recent labor troubles in
Cambridge. While they were in progress, his Honor the
Mayor of that municipality issued an order requiring the
saloons to be closed. The reason for desiring to prevent the
sale of intoxicating liquor to men who were already in a
state of great excitement is too obvious to require more
than the mere statement. In compliance with the Mayor’s
order some of the saloons were closed; the proprietors of
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others denied his Honor’s authority to place any such re-
striction upon them, and refused to close their places. It is
unquestionably true that there is no existing provision of law
giving authority to municipal officers to close the saloons in
such an emergency, but it is highly desirable that those con-
trolling the police force should have authority to close all
saloons should a riot occur, or should there be such a public
disturbance as to warrant the belief that life and property
are about to be endangered.

OLIVER AMES.






