
SENATE No. 164.

Senate, April 6, 1887.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Order relative to the expediency of amending the law
relating to medical examiners in reference to the disposition
and burial of unclaimed and unrecognized dead bodies, re-
port the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

CHARLES N. CLARK.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

AN ACT
Relating to Medical Examiners.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty of chapter twenty-
-2 six of the Public Statutes is hereby amended to
3 read as follows: “The medical examiner, upon
4 the completion of his autopsy in any case arising
5 under the provisions of this chapter, or upon the
6 conclusion of his view or medical examination
7 when an autopsy is deemed unnecessary, shall
8 deliver the dead body, upon their claim therefor,

to one or more of the persons hereinafter named;
10 and they shall be entitled thereto as follows :

11 First, the husband or Avife, as the case may be.
12 Second, the next of kin. Third, any friend of the
13 deceased. But if the dead body is unidentified
14 or unclaimed for a period of not less than forty-
-15 eight hours following the view thereof, the medi-
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16 cal examiner shall deliver the body to the overseer
17 of the poor of the city or town wherein it is found
18 lying, and said overseer shall decently bury the
19 same, in accordance with the provisions of se .tion
20 seventeen of chapter eighty-four of the Public
21 Statutes.”

1 Sect. 2. Section twenty-four of chapter
2 twenty-six of the Public Statutes is hereby
3 amended so as to read as follows: “ Every medi-
-4 cal examiner shall return an account of the ex-
-5 penses of each view or autopsy, including his fees,
6 to the county commissioners having jurisdiction
7 over the place where the examination or view is
8 held, or in the county of Suffolk to the auditor of
9 the city of Boston, and shall annex to his return

10 the written authority under which the autopsy
11 was made. Such commissioners or auditor shall
12 audit such accounts and certify to the treasurer
13 of the county what items in such account are
14 deemed just and reasonable, and such items shall
15 be paid by said treasurer to the person entitled to
16 receive the same.”

1 Sect. 3. Section seventeen of chapter eighty-
-2 four of the Public Statutes is hereby amended by
3 striking out the words “ except such strangers as
4 are buried by medical examiners under the pro-
-5 visions of section twenty of chapter twenty-six.”

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




