
SENATE . . . No. 201.

April 28, 1887.

The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on Manu-
factures, who were instructed to inquire into the expediency
of amending section fourteen of chapter sixty-one of the
Public Statutes relating to the inspection of gas and gas
meters, so as to permit the manufacture of water gas for
illuminating and other purposes, and the several petitions in
aid thereof, dissenting from the report of the majority of
said committee, state the following reasons :

It appears that in no State of the Union, except Massa-
chusetts, is there a statute limitation determining the amount
of carbonic oxide allowed in either illuminating or fuel gas,
and prior to 1880 there was no such statute in this State ; but
in 1880 a statute was passed by the Legislature fixing the limit
of carbonic oxide to be allowed in illuminating gas manu-
factured for sale as not in excess of ten per cent. There
was no limit of the amount of carbonic oxide permissible in
fuel gas, and at the present time fuel gas containing any
amount of carbonic oxide can be manufactured and sold with
impunity in this State.

Illuminating gas containing more carbonic oxide than the
Massachusetts statutes allow is manufactured and sold in
great quantities under legal sanction, to an amount fully
equal to one-third of all the gas consumed in the country, to
the entire satisfaction of the consumers, so far as regards
price, quality, convenience and safety.
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Believing that it is practically safe to allow municipalities
to determine whether or not illuminating gas containing car-
bonic oxide in excess of the statute limit, commonly known
as water gas, should be manufactured and sold in such munici-
palities, we recommend the passage of the accompanying
Bill.

T. POST,
JOHN T. SCULLY.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

AN ACT
In relation to the Supply of Illuminating Gas and to

provide for Reports of Accidents caused thereby.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Upon the written application of
2 any existing gas company, and the petition of at
3 least fifty legal voters of any city or town con-

dr taining less than thirty thousand inhabitants, the
5 mayor and aldermen of such city or the select-
-6 men of such town may grant a license to it to
7 supply illuminating gas in such city or town con-
-8 taining more than ten per cent, of carbonic oxide,
9 and no company thus licensed shall be liable to

10 fine under the provisions of section fourteen of
11 chapter sixty-one of the Public Statutes for sup-

-12 plying gas containing more than ten per cent, of
13 carbonic oxide: provided, such gas upon the in-
-14 spection provided for by that section does not
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15 contain more than twenty-five per cent, of such
16 oxide.

1 Sect. 2. No license shall be granted under
2 this act for a longer period than one year, and
3 may be revoked by the mayor and aldermen or
4 selectmen at any time, for cause. Any justice of
5 the supreme judicial court, upon application of the
6 gas commissioners or of any citizen of any city
7 or town in which illuminating gas is supplied
8 under such license, may issue an injunction to
9 prevent such supply whenever the safety of the

10 public or of gas consumers is so endangered
11 thereby as to require it to be prevented.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of every gas
2 company to at once make a written report to the
3 gas commissioners of every injury to life or

4 health arising from the explosion or inhalation of
5 illuminating gas supplied by it which comes to its
6 knowledge, stating time, place and circumstances
7 of the injury, and such other facts in relation
8 thereto as the gas commissionei'B may require;
9 and said commissioners shall present in their

10 annual report a full statement of all such cases,
11 and the facts attending the same, and of any sirai-
-12 lar cases in the state which may come to their
13 knowledge during the year. Said commissioners
14 shall also personally investigate all accidents aris-
-15 ing from the use and distribution of illuminating
16 gas which result in the loss of life, and include a

17 full statement of the result in their annual report.
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1 Sect. 4. Nothing herein contained shall per-
-2 mit any gas company to dig up and open the
3 streets, lanes and highways of any city or town
4 in which a gas company exists in active operation,
5 for the purpose of laying gas pipes, without the
6 consent of the mayor and aldermen or selectmen
7 of such city or town having been first obtained,
8 as provided in section ten of chapter three hun-
-9 dred and fourteen of the acts of the year eighteen

10 hundred and eighty-five, or the consent of the gas
11 commissioners in case an appeal is taken from the
12 decision of the mayor and aldermen or selectmen
13 under the provisions of section sixteen of said
14 chapter.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








