
SENATE . . . No. 211.

Senate, April 14, 1887.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the
petition of D. H. Hall and others for the payment of certain
bounty money, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

PATRICK D. DWYER.

Senate, April 19, 1887.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was committed
the Resolve in favor of unpaid veterans of the town of Acton,
report, asking to be discharged from the further considera-
tion thereof, and recommend that the same be referred to the

a
Committee on the Judiciary.

For the ( ommittet

Senate, April 27, 1887.

Accepted.
E. Herbert Clapx

Clerk.

(Eommonojcaitl) of ittassacljuectts.

H. M. PHILLIP,



•2 [May,UNPAID VETERANS OF ACTON.

Senate, May 4, 1887.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Resolve in favor of unpaid veterans of the town of
Acton, report that by Statute of 1882, chapter 93, the Legis-
lature authorized the town of Acton to pay bounties to the
soldiers and their legal heirs mentioned in the Resolve; that
the Supreme Court (Mead v. Acton, 139 Mass., 341) held
that this Act was unconstitutional and void, upon the ground
that the town was under no legal obligation to pay these
soldiers bounties, and that such a payment would be a mere
gift or gratuity to individuals, and that a town has no right
to receive money for such a purpose, even with the sanction
of the Legislature. But the Resolve committed to us pro-
vides for the payment of these bounties by the Common-
wealth, and we regard such a payment to be solely a ques-
tion of expediency, and not one involving any legal or con-
stitutional principle. The Legislature has the' right to
appropriate and pay money to individuals, even though a
gratuity, if they shall be of opinion that there is some equi-
table ground upon which such payment ought to be made;
and this question, as we understand, has been passed upon
by another committee, and we therefore ask that we may be
discharged from the further consideration of the Resolve.

For the Committee,

HARRIS C. HARTWELL.



1887.] 3SENATE —No. 211.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven

RESOLVE

In favor of Unpaid Veterans of the Town of Acton.

1 Resolved, That there be allowed and paid out of the
2 treasury of the Commonwealth the sum of one hundred
3 and twenty-five dollars to each of thirty-one soldiers, and
4 the legal heirs of each of said soldiers who may have
5 deceased, who re-enlisted as a veteran in the Twenty-
-6 sixth Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers under the
7 call of the President, dated October seventeenth, eigh-
-8 teen hundred and sixty-three, who was credited to the
9 town of Acton, and has never received therefrom any

10 bounty for such re-enlistment.

€ommomucaltl) of ittassadjusette.




