
SENATE No. 254.

Senate, May 17, 1887.

The Committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the Bill, on leave, in relation to the Charles
River Bridge, report that the same ought to pass in a new
draft herewith submitted.

For the Committee,

A. T. NEWHALL.

Senate, May 20, 1887.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was committed
the Bill to provide for the relocation and widening of Charles
River Bridge in the city of Boston, have considered the same
ao far as it relates to the finances of the Commonwealth, and
report that it ought to pass.

For the Committee,

H. M. PHILLIPS.

Commonmcaltl) of illassadjuoctts.



2 [May »

CHARLES RIVER BRIDGE.

In the ITcar One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

AN ACT
To provide for the Relocation and Widening of

Charles River Bridge in the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The city of Boston may make
2 such changes in the location of Charles River
3 Bridge and the approaches thereto, or of any
4 part thereof, as, in the judgment of the street
5 commissioners of said city, the public convenience
0 and necessity may require. In any new location
7 so made, said city may reconstruct the present
8 bridge and approaches, or may construct a new
9 bridge and approaches, with a width in either

10 case not exceeding one hundred feet. Said city
11 may also construct on the sides of said bridge
12 such fender guards, draw piers and other struct-
-13 ures, extending outside said limit of width, as
14 may be necessary for the protection of said
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15 bridge, and for the convenient operation of the
16 draw therein, and for the prompt and safe pas-
-17 sage of vessels through the same. Said city
18 shall continue to maintain said bridge and ap-
-19 proaches as a public highway upon any new loca-
-20 tion so made.

1 Sect. 2. All the right, title and interest of
2 the Commonwealth in and to the Charles River
3 Bridge, the approaches thereto and the materials
4 of which it is composed are hereby transferred
sto the city of Boston. Said city and its assigns
6 may also continue to cover with the present solid
7 and pile structures, and to use for any lawful
8 purpose, without compensation therefor, so much
9 of the tide-water lands of the Commonwealth

10 lying on both sides of said river within the har-
-11 bor lines now established by law as are covered
12 by the present bridge and its approaches, and are
IB not included in the new location thereof; but so
14 much of said bridge and its appurtenances as

15 lies outside of and between said harbor lines,
16 and is not covered by the new location thereof,
17 shall be discontinued and removed by said city.

1 Sect. 3. In the exercise of the powers granted
2 by this act said city shall be subject to the provi-
-3 sions of chapter nineteen of the Public Statutes
4 and all other general laws applicable thereto.

1 Sect. 4. Said city may acquire by purchase
2 or take such lands and other property as it may
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3 deem necessary for the purposes aforesaid, and
4 shall file from time to time in the registry of
5 deeds for the county of Suffolk, and cause to be
6 recorded therein, a description of any land so
7 taken as certain as is required in an ordinary
8 conveyance of land, with a statement signed by
9 the mayor of said city that the same is taken

10 under and for the purposes set forth in this act ;

11 and the act and time of the filing thereof shall
12 be deemed to be the act and time of the taking
13 of such land, and notice to all persons that the
14 same has been so taken. Said city shall be liable
15 to pay all damages sustained by any person in
16 his property by reason of the taking of any land
17 or other property as aforesaid, and if not settled
18 by agreement or arbitration the same may be
19 assessed by a jury at the bar of the superior
20 court for the county of Suffolk, upon petition to
21 be filed by such person within one year after such
22 taking and not afterwards, in the same manner
23 as damages are assessed for the taking of lands
24 for highways in said city.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


