
No. 304.

Senate, May 25, 1887.

The Committee on Prisons, to whom was referred the
report of the Prison Commissioners as to the number of
prisoners in the several prisons of the Commonwealth, the
number employed at remunerative labor, prices paid, and
industries in which the prisoners are engaged, and system
under which they are employed, report the accompanying
Resolve.

For the Committee,

Senate, June 2, 1887.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was committed
the Resolve relative to the appointment of inter-state com-
missioners to a national convention on prison labor; have
considered the same, and report that the resolve ought to
pass with the following amendment:

Strike out at the end thereof the following words : “and
receive such compensation as the Governor and Council may
determine.”

For the Committee,

ELIJAH A. MORSE.

tCommomucaltl) of Jttossacljusctts.

FRANK W. JONES.



> [June, ’8 7.RESOLVE.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-seven.

RESOLVE

Relative to the Appointment of Inter-State Commissioners
to a National Convention on Prison Labor.

1 Whereas, The question of the abolition of the con-
-2 tract convict system of labor, and the substitution of
3 some other system in its place, is now, and has been for
4 some time, agitating the several states, and
5 Whereas, But slight relief will ensue to our manu-
-6 facturers and workingmen in the abolition of the con-
-7 tract system in one state if continued in another, and
8 Whereas, The best interests of the several states de-
-9 mand uniformity in respect to prison labor legislation,

10 be it
11 Resolved, That the governor is hereby authorized to
12 co-operate with such other states as may join, in calling
13 a convention to meet at some place to be designated by
14 them, to consider the advisability of recommending to
15 their respective states a uniform system of conducting
16 the labor of their convicts, and that the governor is au-
-17 thorized to appoint some suitable person to act as a dele-
-18 gate to such convention, such delegate to be paid his
19 actual travelling expenses and receive such compensa-
-20 tion as the governor and council may determine.

CommomucaUt) of iltassact)itoCtts,






