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In accordance with the foregoing order, the Committee on
Prisons have visited and inspected every penal institution
within the Commonwealth. They were found, as a rule, in
a very credit able condition ; the exceptions to cleanliness and
neatness were very rare, confined entirely to county insti-
tutions.

The institutions which come under the direct supervision
and charge of the State, viz., the State Prison, Reformatory
Prison for Women and the Massachusetts Reformatory, were
in their usual excellent condition.

In the above-mentioned institutions cleanliness is truly,
with them, next to godliness, for this virtue seems to be in-
herent in the management, wr ho seek to thoroughly inculcate
it within the minds of the inmates. The management of our
State institutions have much to be commended for. Good
wholesome food, well-ventilated quarters and humane treat-
ment are the prevailing characteristics. No prisoner could be
found by your committee who had.complaint to make as to
the quality and quantity of food given in these places. It
appeared to be well cooked, nutritious, and given in suffi-
cient quantity to satisfy the normal appetite. If there is any
criticism to be made upon the management of our State
Prison and reformatories, it is that the prisoners are dealt
with too leniently. They appear to be treated as if it w T as
an asylum, a home, not as a place of punishment.

They commit some offence against society. Society, by
its laws, condemns them to be placed in secure confinement
at “ hard labor,” as an expiation in part for their crime.
They are committed to our penal institutions. Neat and tidy
cells are assigned them. They are fed far better than many
of the worthy law-abiding citizens. They are set to work
at tasks which do not in any respect conform to the require-
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ments of “hard labor,” tasks which are easily completed
hours before the allotted time for leaving the shops. By
complying with the rules they are allowed many privileges
which go to make their life less monotonous. In fact, every-
thing that kind and willing hearts can suggest is brought to
bear to lessen the weight of their punishment and render it
less onerous.

We believe that the present policy is of manifest injury to
the prisoner and to the Commonwealth. It should be more
rigid and severe, especially in its application to the State
Prison. Humane treatment is all that is required; and
humanity does not demand that the criminal who has
violated the laws, and thus earned the penalty which justice
imposes for such transgression, should by one jot or tittle be
absolved from the rigor of his punishment. The committee,
in visiting the institutions of Pennsylvania, New York and
New Jersey, found a vast difference in the severity of dis-
cipline and treatment of criminals as compared with our
institutions; hard tasks, long hours and lack of privileges
there prevailed. .

To the philanthropist the sentiment as herein expressed
may seem very harsh; but it must be remembered that we
are dealing with criminals, many of them confirmed crimi-
nals, violators of the laws of Goc
prey upon society, who live to p
whom all honor, respect and virl
It is a practical question, and m
ideas. Our criminal class is grow
this untoward growth due in son
which condones the offence by sol

1 and of man, men wh
plunder and destroy, and in
irtue is torpid, if not dead.
must be met with practical
>wing abnormally ; and is not
ome respect to society itself,
softening the punishment?
present Legislature alicA law has been passed by th

the sentences of habitual criminals. It provides that aftc
the third offence punishable with confinement i

1 shall be not less thaPrison, the sentence imposed shall be not less than twenty-
ith that alreadyfive years. This legislation is in th

it. Itin operation in Ohio and just enactc
.abitual criminal out of thetendency will be to drive the

here the sentences arcCommonwealth to other Stat
horter, thus relieving our prisons of one prolific sourc

ff its population.
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There appears to be a constantly growing evil in the matter
of sentencing men to theReformatory for drunkenness. This
institution was established for the purpose of separating the
young offender susceptible of reformation from the con-
firmed criminal. The objective point, certainly, was not to
found an asylum for inebriates; yet it is rapidly drifting in
that direction under the impetus of some of our judges, who
are certainly exercising very poor judgment in sentencing
confirmed inebriates to such an institution.

The treatment of these poor unfortunate victims of their
appetite should be entirely different from that as laid down
for the young criminal; yet, as the rules must of necessity be
inflexible and cannot be made elastic, the course is the same.
They are not criminals, and should not l>e treated as such;
yet so long as they are sentenced to this institution they are
obliged to conform to the system as established for youthful
criminals. This is a detriment to the criminal as well as the
drunkard, and is condemned by the prison officials and
penologists.

Believing that the interests of the State demanded the
separation of these two distinct classes who come before our
courts, your committee reported a bill establishing a home
for inebriates, convinced that such an institution would
relieve the Reformatory from an incubus which at present
rests heavily upon it, and at the same time give the inebriate
proper medical treatment.

The buildings belonging to the State are all in very good
repair, with the exception of those at Charlestown, where
improvements are still going on, which when completed will
make of this a well-fitted, commodious institution.

Your committee reported a resolve making an appropria-
tion for the purpose of replacing the wooden stairways in
the Women’s prison with iron. It seemed a case of criminal
negligence that such precaution against loss of life in case of
fire had not been taken long ago.C 5 O

County Institutions.
In most cases the jails and houses ot correction were found

in excellent condition. There are a few cases, however,
which the detailed report shows, which deserve and merit
severe criticism.
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The prisoners appear to be well treated, and have no com
plaints to make in that respect. The buildings, as a rule, are
in very good repair; in some counties, however, there appear
to be' a disposition on the part of the county commissioners
to delay needed repairs on the score of expense. This is not
true economy : it is absolute waste, not to say criminality,
for the responsible officers not to provide the means for
necessary repairs, and the improvements which common
decency requires. There is a too common, personal, po
litical sentiment which inspires the county officials to pose
as watch-dogs of the treasury, and they thus oppose
measures which are manifestly in the interest of economy,
and which humanity demands. An example of this could
be seen in the action of the county commissioners of Hamp-
shire County in opposing a proposition to appropriate a small
sum for the purpose of providing steam-heating apparatus for
the house of correction of Northampton. Another illustra-
tion was seen in the opposition of the county commissioners
of Essex County to the bill appropriating $75,000 for the
rebuilding of the house of correction at Ipswich. This
building is filled with filth and dirt to such a degree that it
is impossible to cleanse it; ventilation is very poor, and the
building ill adapted to the wants of the county. Your com-
mittee believe that as a measure of economy, cleanliness and
in the interest of humanity the building should be gutted
leaving only the walls standing, and then new blocks of cells
constructed of a proper width and with improved ventilation
having a central guard room, with a well-fitted kitchen in it

atials they now lack. Essex
that in the near future they

an entirely new house of cor-
that at Ipswich, as recom-
plan by many thousands of

proper place. All these esse
County requirements are such
will either have to construct
rection building, or remodel
mended. The less expensive
dollars will be to rebuild at Ipswich as provided in the bill

reported
Prison Labor

The committee have gone into the question of contract
convict labor very extensively ; many and extended hearing
have been held upon the subject, and the committee have

personally examined the several systems as practised in other
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States. They have unanimously come to the conclusion that
the contract system is wrong, that it is a violation of the
rights of the manufacturer and workingmen, is of serious
injury to the discipline of the prison, unwise in principle and
unsound in practice. We have therefore reported a bill
abolishing the contract system and providing that the convicts
shall be employed in manufacturing by hand labor such
articles as can be used in the different State institution
eleemosynary as well as penal. It also establishes the
office of general superintendent, whose duties are to estab-
lish and supervise the labor of the convicts in the several
State and county institutions. In most of the counties there
appears a great lack of ability on the part of the county

the labor of the prcommissioners in managing

therein confined. They appi
this part of their duties, and
this respect. This glaringly

ar to be unable to understand
show serious incompetency in
shows itself when in some of

our houses of correction the labor of the convicts is let out
on contract for the paltry pittance of from eight to fifteen
cents per day.

With this view of the situation the committee decided it
was for the best interests of the people that such power
should be taken from the county commissioners, who have
made it evident that they are incapable of wisely and
properly conducting the labor of the prisoners.

Your committee is thoroughly in earnest in their belief
that, if rightly administered, the proposed bill will accom-
plish the long looked-for result ot relieving our worthy
manufacturers and workingmen from the harassing and
ruinous competition which they have so long undergone by
reason of the unjust competition with convict labor.

It must be borne in mind, however, that the system will
be a total failure unless the general superintendent and the
officials who are subordinate to him are in practical accord
with the intent and purposes of the bill. Upon them will rest
the responsibility, and if properly exercised (he outlay must
be very small; and to them must (he public look if inju-
dicious management wrecks the system.



325. 9SENATE —No.

State Prison, Charlestown.
[lnspected Feb. 7.]

The prison buildings were found to be in fair repair. A
reat deal of cleaning and painting will be required to place

this prison in condition to compare with the other institu-
tions of the Commonwealth.

The present warden, Col. E. J. Russell, has been in charge
since July, 1886, and under his supervision the work of
painting and cleaning has been pushed rapidly forward. The
north wing has been extended and a large and well-arranged
hospital has been built, which compares more than favorably
with the hospitals of the prisons of other States which the
committee have visited.

A new chimney will have to be erected to take the place
of the old one, which is in a very poor condition and requires
constant repairs. A new library building will be erected,
the foundation being in at the present time. The prisoners
were found to be in good health and as happy as could be
expected under the circumstances.

The food was found to be of good quality and served in
abundance, there being no complaints from the inmates. A
new building, to be used only for solitary confinement, will
be erected immediately. This building will be built apart
from the main prison building, the idea being to prevent the
orderly and well-behaved convicts from being disturbed by
the vicious and disorderly. The work will be done by the
prisoners, and the larger part of the material to be used in
its construction will be taken from the old chimney, which is
to be taken down.

Officer in charge : Warden, Edward J. Russell
Second officer in charge; Deputy Warden, Augustus W. Keeni

Physician: Charles D. Sawin
Chaplain: John W. F. Barnes
Nur
Number of prisoners in hospital, 12

49CAverage number of prisoners during the y
Largest number of prisoners during th

Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 4

Number of prisoners to-da
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Number of cell
Number of cells in hospital, 2
Library: Number of books, 4
Labor of prisoners: “ Contract ” and “ piece plan.”
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 56 cents, including all expen les of

prison

Amount received per prisoner per
Worship : Protestant and Catholic
Cells : Size high, 7 ft. 4 in.; loi
Amount of land covered by buildi:
Alterations in building or cells pas

lay, 17 cen

ft. 6 in.; wide, variou
r otherwise: About 11 acres
r: AVest wing extended.

Alterations required; Buildin library; new chimney

Reformatory Prison for Women, Shebborn.
March 11

was found in very fine cor
of the institution under the
Johnson being unexcelled,
established is well-nigh perfe

dition, the discipline and morale
management of Mrs. Ellen C.
The system of grades as here
-t and denotes a great advance.

Cleanliness is here made evident to the highest degree. The
building is in very good repair, but a serious mistake was
made in constructing such a building and using so much wood
m its interior work

Officer in charge : Ellen C. Johnson, Superintendent.
Second officer in charge: Lucy A. Cook, Deputy Superintendent.
Physician: Anna M. Wilkin.
Chaplain : Susan P. Harrold.
Av erage number of prisoners during the year, 245 ; last year, 284.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 264.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 226.
Number of prisoners to-day, 224.
Number of cells, 297.
Number of cells in hospital, 18.
Library; Number of books, 1,186.
Labor of prisoners ; Shirt, coat and vest making; laundry work (pieceprice).
Worship : Protestant and Catholic.
Cells ; Size - high, 10 ft.; long, 10 ft ; wide 6 ft., varying to larger.Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise : Sixty acres.

°
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State Workhouse at Bridgewater.

Visited March 18.

Although this is a large and very excellent plant for an
institution of this kind, it is impossible for it to make a very
good showing toward self-support from the fact that the
prisoners are very largely tramps and vagrants. Many of
the prisoners are old and feeble and unable to perform any
labor.

The institution is very neat and clean in all its depart-
ments, and under the very best of management.

Officer in charge: H. M. Blackstone, Superintendent
Second officer in charge; Thomas J. Cannon, Assistant Superintendent
Physician: Edward Sawyer, M.D,
Chaplains: C. Eddy, Protestant; P. J. Sheedy, Catholic.
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 182 ; female, 4
Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 4.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 154; last year, 19;
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 276.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 64.
Number of prisoners to-day, 155 ; male, 154; female, 1
Number of cells: Male, 106 ; total, 106.
Library: Number of books, 801
Labor of prisoners : Chair seatin
Cost of maintaining prisoner per da;
Amount received per prisoner per d;

, 30 cents, or $2.07 weekly for all
y, 15 cents ('about'), at chair seatinicitinp*.

Worship : Protestant and Cathol
Cells: Size high, 7 ft. 7 in.; lon in.; wide, 4 ft. lin
Amount of land covered by buildi

ft. of buildings.
•r otherwise: About 12,000 sq.

Alterations required: Want drunka Is instead of tramps and vagrants

Massachusetts Reformatory

Visited March 4

Nearly three years have passed since the establishment of
this institution, an act which marked another milestone in
the onward march of this Commonwealth in its wise govern-
ment of the crimirn

The experimental stage can hardly be said to have been
altogether passed, but the question, if any such really ex-
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isted, as to the wisdom of this undertaking has been amply
demonstrated.

The committee found all the buildings to be in most ex-
cellent condition, cleanliness being evident everywhere.
The food is abundant and nutritious, and the health of the
prisoners is even better than could be hoped for, considering
the past life of many of them.

An inspection of the barn recently erected by the labor of
the prisoners, under the supervision of a master carpenter
from outside, was satisfactory evidence that the management
not only believes in, but utilizes, the labor of the convicts to
their own advantage and as a source of financial benefit to
the State; and the committee me pleased to observe that in
the erection of other buildings and the construction of
machinery and tools the labor of the prisoners will be
utilized in like manner.

The report of the Prison Commissioners upon this institu-
tion is so exhaustive that it seems hardly necessary for the
committee to speak in detail upon the matter. The recom-
mendations of the superintendent are based upon absolute
necessities, and should receive attention.

This Legislature has made an appropriation for the purpose
of erecting a coal shed adequate to the needs of the Re-
formatory.

A comparison of the system of management at Concord
with that in vogue at the Elmira Reformatory in New York
led the committee to believe that the methods at the first-
named institution tended to elevate and improve the charac-
ter of the inmates there fully as much, if not more, than
does the plan at Elmira.

Under the public-account plan at Elmira, however, the
prisoners were obliged to work much harder, and the dis-
cipline in the shops was much more severe than it is at
Concord.

It is evident that under the superintendent, Mr. Tufts,
his efficient deputy, Mr. Scott, and his corps of capable
officers, the Massachusetts Reformatory is accomplishing the
objects of its institution, and that time will demonstrate that
the possibilities of reforming so large a percentage of the
criminal class are well worth the cost to the State.
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Officer in charge: Gardiner Tuft,
Second officer in charge; Joseph I
Physician; George E. Titcomb.
Chaplain: W. J. Batt.

Superintendent.
Scott, Deputy Superintendent

Average number of prisoners durin
Number of prisoners to-day, 714.
Number of cells, 720.

the year, 600

Number of cells in hospital: Large,
Library: Number of books, 2,400.
Labor of prisoners : Boots and shoe
Worship : Protestant and Catholic.
Cells : Size high, 7 ft. 10 in,; Ion;

airy room.

harnesses and clothing.

", 8 ft. 10 in.: wide, 5 ft. 4in

SUFFOLK COUNTY

Charles Street Jail.
Visited Jan. 17

Your committee found but one matter for criticism in this
institution, which was that while the food was sufficient and
exceedingly good, the same dinner fare was had every day.

recommended, and adopted
perfect in appointment, and

A change in this particular wa,

by Sheriff O’Brien. The jail it
admirably clean and well kept.

Officer in charge ; John B. O’Brien
Second officer in charge : Darius F. Bradley.
Physician : John H. McCollom, M.D.
Chaplain: Rufus R. Cook
Number of prisoners in jail; Male, 102 ; femal
Number of prisoners committed during the year; Male, 2,799 ; female

total, 3,372, from Jan. 1, 1886, to Dec. 31, 1881
Average number of prisoners during the year, 150; last year, 171
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 197, Feb. 2, 1886.
Smallest number of prisoners, 103,Aug. 11, 1886.
Number of prisoners to-day, 125 ; male, 102; fern;

totalNumber of cells : Male, 192 ; femal
Three cells in outer building used fo:
Library: Number of books, 160.
Labor of prisoners : Work about pri;
Cost of maintaining prisoner per d;

insane and delirium tremens case

in

,y; 39 cents, including salaries of
ffioers, etc

Worship : No congregated form of worship; every prisoner allowed tc
man of his or her own faith

Cells : Size high, 10 ft.; long, 11 ft.; wide, Bft

Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise : 135,900 sq. ft
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House of Correction, South Boston.
This institution was visited by the committee January 31.

The buildings comprising the institution are quite old, yet
they are kept in a condition of tidiness, and clean and neat,
by the energy of the management. The number of
prisoners confined here is large, and they are among the
worst and most vicious of any in the Commonwealth, yet
the discipline is most excellent and the prisoners well
treated. The labor of the prisoners is confined to work
upon clothing, and it appear
stints allotted were too small,
was altogether too light for

d to your committee as if the
and that the labor performed
hygienic or disciplinary pur-

poses
Complaint was made by the prisoners as to the poor

quality of food as occasionally given ; but upon drawing
the attention of the proper officials to this grievance it was
made satisfactory to your committee that such should not
occur again.

Officer in charge: M. Y. B. Berry.
Second officer in charge : George S, Christie
Physician: William 11. Devine
Chaplain: Jonas B. Clare
Number of prisoners in hou: rrection: Male, 402 ; femal
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 912 ; female, ICO.
Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 5 ; female, 3.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 470 ; last year, 491
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 630.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 407.
Number of prisoners to-day, 469 ; male, 402 ; female, C
Number of cells : Male, 462.
Number of cells in hospitals, 40.
Library: Number of books, 1,600.
Labor of prisoners : Making clothin,
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 55 cent
Amount received per prisoner per day, 27 cents.
Worship ; Protestant and Catholic.
Cells : Size high, 6 ft. 7 in.; long, 7 feet; wide, 3 ft. 6 in.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: Ten acres.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY

Jail and House of Correction, East Cambridge.

Visited by your committee February 14. The buildings
are old, and thus entail considerable labor upon the officials
in charge in keeping them clean and tidy. Yet it is the
highest praise of those in char
and the convicts, as well as
wholesome.

;e to say that this is well done,
the buildings, kept neat and

The institution is admirably
respects be emulated by the
tions.

managed, and should in many
management of other institu

Officer in charge : John M. Fisk, Master and Keepe

Second officer in charge: George D. Ford, Deputy Master,
Physician: John B, Taylor, M.D
Chaplain: Rev. D. McFall,
Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 25; female, 6
Number of prisoners in house of correction : Male, 473 ; female, 20
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 2,430 ; female,
Number of prisoners in hospital: Mali
Average number of prisoners during the year, 895§$f; last year, 389
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 550.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 824
Number of prisoners to-day, 524; male, 498 ; female, 26
Number of cells : Male, 428; female, 78 ; total, 606,
Number of cells in hospital, 14
Library: Number of books, 818
Labor of prisoners : Brush manufacturin
Cost of maintaining prisoner per d
Amount received per prisoner per day
Worship: Protestant and Catholic, on alternate Sundays
Cells : Size high, 6f feet; long, 7 feet; wide, 3-f feet. Old prison

high, feet; long, 10 feet; wide, 4 feet. New prison
high, 10 feet; long, 10 feet; wide, feet. Jail

Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise ; 59,596 square feet

Jail at Lowell.

Visited the jail February 25, and found one of the best
constructed buildings for its purposes in the Commonwealth.
There seems to be nothing wanting in the management or

appointments of this institution ; the most noticeable teatuic
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was the perfect cleanliness of everything about the place.
The cells are large and well ventilated, and the building free
from odor.

The food is of good quality and abundant in quantity.
There is no employment inside the prison, but the prisoners
cultivate about two and one-half acres of land, which is a
part of the prison enclosure, which last year produced veg-
etables to the value of eight hundred dollars.

The location of the jail is most excellent, being on ele-
vated ground, affording good drainage facilities, with plenty
of light and air.

The library contains four hundred and fifty well selected
volumes, which are much appreciated by the prisoners.

The hospital is very light and pleasant and without a
patient.

The female prisoners occupy their time making and mend-
ing the clothing for the institution, and working in the
laundry.

The committee do'' not hesitate to say that this is a model
jail.

Officer in charge: Henry G. Cdshini
Second officer in charge; Charles F. Ukann.
Third officer in charge : Isaac B. Pendergast,
Physician : Franklin Nickerson
Chaplain: Thomas Haworth
Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 61; female, 1
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 1,082 ; female, 237
Average number of prisoners during the year, 84; last year, 72,
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 11
Smallest number of prisoners during the year
Number of prisoners to-day, 79 ; male, 61; female, 18,
Number of cells: Male, 72: female, 35: total, 1
Number of cells in hospital; One room
Library; Number of books, 441.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, .33J
Worship: Protestant; Catholic, when requested,
Cells : Size high, 10 feet; long, 10 feet; wide, 6 feet
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise; 242,827 square feet.
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ESSEX COUNTY

Ipswich House of Correction.
[Visited Jan. 25, 1887.]

This institution has been condemned by every one, and
justly, too, as it is a positive disgrace to the county and the
Commonwealth. The old cells are very small, with practi-
cally no ventilation, and it would be exceedingly difficult to
find anything worthy of commendation about the institution,
unless it is the workshop.

In justice to Mr. Morrill, the officer in charge, who had
recently been appointed to the position of master, it should
be said that he was doing all in his power to make the place
habitable.

The house of correction was overcrowded with tramps
and vagabonds, who for years have made this their boarding-
place in the winter months, receiving sentences in this county
just long enough to carry them through the cold weather,
and providing for their release when the season for roving
begins.

An addition of sixty-six cells was in process of construc-
tion at the time of our visit. Most of these cells were sub-
stantially like the old ones in size, being four feet wide,
seven feet long and seven feet high; the only ventilation
being through a small opening over the door of each cell
into the corridor. A number of these cells are built with
the rear end against the outer walls, through which the frost
must inevitably come in the winter, to the discomfort and
risk of health to the inmates. These are but three feet seven
inches wide. If an inmate desires to escape from one of
these cells he has only to dig through the brick wall to the
outer world, a task he could easily accomplish in a tew
hours. Nearly one-half of the new cells face a blank wall,
and little or no direct light ever enters them.

Before this work was begun, the Commissioners ot Prisons

(having no authority to prevent the construction) wrote to
the county commissioners protesting against the expenditure
of any money upon such a plan, on the ground that the cells



18 REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRISONS.

would he smaller than any which had been built in the State
for several years, and that the ventilation must be very poor,
and the lower cells dark, damp and unhealthy.

The excuse for building them was that the institution was
always overcrowded in the winter; but the work was not
begun until October and was not finished until late in the
spring, when the prison population always decreases, and
the new cells were of no use in the past winter. The request
of the Commissioners of Prisons that the work be delayed
until this year, and when it be undertaken it be upon a broad
and comprehensive plan which should provide for a central
guard-room commanding and controlling the whole institu-o O ~

tion, and for cells of a decent size, seems to have been a
reasonable one. The confinement of a prisoner in such a
cell with his bucket from four o’clock in the afternoon until
seven or eight o’clock the next morning, in the winter sea-
son, seems as near inhuman treatment of a human being as
one can conceive of.

It seems almost impossible that any board of commission-
ers in a county which has a jail so well constructed and
arranged as that at Lawrence, which is a fine institution and
a credit to the State, could have planned or constructed that
which they have done at Ipswich, in which the ventilation,
the size of the cells, the lack of light, and in fact everything
connected with it, if known, would call down, and justly,
too, the indignation of every sensible and humane citizen in
the county or Commonwealth.

We are not called upon to criticise the combination of a
house of correction and an insane asylum under one roof,
for the present Legislature has abolished “ the receptacle for
the insane,” so called, and after the Ist of October next
this most objectionable arrangement will cease to exist. This
action will make it possible to have a good house of correc-
tion here. The wing occupied for the insane is filled with
rooms well adapted for their present inmates, but unfit for
prisoners. The cost of tearing these out and constructing
a block of cells in this wing, with a central guard-room and
new kitchen, will not be large. In the course of time the
cells in the old part (including those built during the past
year) should also be torn out and rebuilt.
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With the workshop as now arranged neither the prisoners
nor those in charge can leave the building unless some one
on the outside unlocks and unbars the door. It seems advis-
able, if not imperative, that some other means of escape under
the control of the officer in charge should be provided in case
of fire, so that the prisoners and officers in charge should
have some quick and convenient means of getting into the
yard, thus preventing loss of life, liable to occur under the
present arrangement.
Officer in charge : Chakles W. Morrill.
Second officer in charge: John H. Blake
Physician: Y. G. Hurd.
Chaplain: Rev. John Pike, D.D
Number of prisoners in house of correction; Male, 130 ; female 11
Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 1.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 131J.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 212.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 88.
Number of prisoners to-day, 111; male, 130; female, 11
Number of cells: Male, 81; female, 31; total, 118.
Labor of prisoners : Making shoes.
Amount received per prisoner per day, 15 cents
Cells: Size high, 7 ft.; long, 7 ft.; wide, 2 ft. 10 in. to 1 ft. 2 in.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: About five acres

under and around buildings ; also 20-acre lot near institution, cul-
tivated by prisoners,

Alterations in building or cells past year: Sixty-six new cells in pro-
cess of construction.

Alterations required; Many.

Jail and House of Correction, Lawrence.
Visited April 15,

;ed and well-kept institution,
and the prisoners quiet and
mvenient, the laundry and
and the food of good quality.

Found an excellently mana
The jail is very neat and clean,

orderly. The kitchen is c
bathing accommodations good,
Some improvements in the building are very much needed;
religious services are held in tlic guard-room, thcie being
no chapel. The only industry is shoemaking.

Officer in charge ; H. G. Herrick, Sheriff and Master,

Second officer in charge: John P. Bradstreet.
Physician : George W. Sargent, M.D.
Chaplain: William C. Bartlett
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Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 14; female, 3.
Number of prisoners in house of correction: Male, 151; female, 31
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 1,396 ; female, 143.
Number of prisoners in hospital; Male, 2; female, 1.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 180.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 232.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 129.
Number of prisoners to-day, 199; male, 165; female, 34
Number of cells: Male, 107; female, 15; total, 122; 4 in outside

building; 6 large rooms in addition to c
Library: Number of books, 300.
Labor of prisoners : Shoemaking.
Amount received per prisoner per day, 16 cent
Worship : Protestant and Catholic.
Cells: Size high, 11 ft.; long, 8 ft.; wide, 8 ft. Old part

“ “ high, 11 ft.; long, 8 ft.; wide, 5 ft. 2 in. New wine
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise; Four acres.

Salem Jail and Holse or Correction.
[Visited Feb. 4.]

The institution is somewhat cramped for room, not
enough, so that it is uncomfortable up to the present time;
but relief will have to come some time in the near future.
The place is kept neat and clean, and its inmates are well
cared for. It is under very efficient management.

Officer in charge: Samuel R. Hathaway

Second officer in charge: John J. Howri
Physician; Charles A. Carlton
Chaplain; Charles A. Towne.
Number of prisoners in jail; Male, 33; female, 4
Number of prisoners in house of correction; Male, 104; female, If
Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 2.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 134r

Largest number of prisoners during the year, 170.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 100.
Number of prisoners to-day, 156; male, 187 ; female, 1£
Number of cells : Male, 108; female, 19 ; total, 127. Twenty-one cells

hold two prisoners each.
Library: Number of books, 600,
Labor of prisoners: Making heels for ladies’ boots.
Amount received per prisoner per day, 13 cents.
Worship: Protestant.

ells ; Size high, 8 ft. 7| in.; long, 8 ft,; wide, 5 ft. 6 in.
mount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: One acre
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Newburyport Jail
[Visited Jan. 25.]

This relic of antiquity was visited by the committee and
found to be in as good condition as it can be kept. Criti-
cism seems unnecessary in view of the fact that the Legisla-
ture has authorized the expenditure of a sum not exceeding
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) for the purpose of re-
building.

Officer in charge: Charles L. Ayers.

Physician : Dr. George W. Snow.
Chaplain: None regular.
Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 16
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 167; female, 15; total,

182,

Average number of prisoners during
Largest number of prisoners during
Smallest number of prisoners durin
Number of prisoners to-day: Male,
Number of cells: Male, 6 ; female,
Library: Number of books, 50.
Worship: Protestant.

the year, 11; last year, 14.
the year, 32.

r the year
16.
1; total

ft.; wide, 9ftCells : Size high, 10 ft.; long, 10
Amount of land covered by building
Alterations required; Enlarging.

Aherwise: Half acre

WORCESTER COUNTY

Worcester Jail and House of Correction.
[Visited A

Your committee found this jail in good condition, well
managed and very clean. Each cell is sponged out and thor-
oughly cleaned every day ; in fact, every part of the institu-
tion is a model of neatness, and there is not the slightest
suspicion of prison odor common to many penal institutions.
The system of book-keeping adopted here is deserving of
praise. The cells which are not finished should be completed
at an early date, as there arc times when they are very much
needed. We commend the officers of this institution on its
excellent condition.
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Officer in charge: A. B, R. Sprague.
Second officer in charge: A. F. Earle
Physician: L. F. Woodward.
Chaplains: J. B. Drennan (R. C.) and Calvin Stebbins (P.).
Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 30 ; female, 5.
Number of prisoners in house of correction; Male, 130; female, 8.
Number of prisoners during the year; Male, 1,666 ; female, 102.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 168|f|; last year, 178 a Ys
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 203.

the year, 123Smallest number of prisoners during
Number of prisoners to: day, 178 ; m:
Number of cells : Male, 173; female
Number of cells in hospital: Rooms,
Library: Number of books, 600.

le, 160 ; female, 13,
, 21; total, 194.
4; male, 3 ; female, 1

Labor of prisoners ; Caning chairs
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 16J cents.
Amount received per prisoner per day, 6| cents.
Worship; Protestant and Catholic. Alternate Sundays.
Cells : Size high, 9 ft.; long, 7 ft.; wide, 6 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: Seven acre
Alterations required: In solitaries.

Fitchburg Jail and House oe Correction.
This model jail was visited May 10. We found nothing

to criticise, much to commend. It is excellently well
managed, and very neat and clean. A great many of the
prisoners are employed in farming, and among the vegetables
raised this year were eight hundred bushels of potatoes and
fifteen hundred cabbages, which is not credited to the insti-
tution in its report. The quality of food is good, and the
method of distributing it so as to avoid waste is highly com-
mended. There is good opportunity to extend and enlarge,
and about sixty new cells arc very much needed. The
State is to be congratulated on the excellent condition of
the penal institutions of Worcester County.

Officer in charge; B. D. Dwinnell.
Second officer in charge; Charles E. F. Hayward.
Physician: George Jewett.
Chaplain : P. J. Garrigan.

Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 6
Number of prisoners in house of correction: Male, 68 ; female, 1
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 466.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 75 ; last year, 78.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 97.
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Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 42.
Number of prisoners to-day, 75; male, 74; female, 1
Number of cells: Male, 77 ; female, 4; total, 81.
Library: Number of books, 400.
Labor of prisoners: Chair seating,
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 46 cents.
Amount received per prisoner per day, 22 cent:
Worship: Protestant and Catholic.
Cells: Size high, ft.; long, 7 ft.; wide, 6ft
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise; Forty acres
Alterations required: Sixty cells needed very much.

BRISTOL COUNTY.

Jail at Taunton.
Visited by the committee February 15, and found to be

in good condition, cleanly and well managed. This jail,
being recently erected, has most of the modern and essential
improvements. Owing to the reconstruction of the house of
correction at New Bedford, an unusually large number of
male prisoners are at present confined in the Taunton jail.
There are in many instances two prisoners in a cell. This
however, is never allowed except in case of necessity.
The cells are large and are well ventilated, being f)| feet
long, 7| feet wide and 9| feet high, plenty large enough
(and by some considered too large) for one person; but
they are not large enough for two, and for the sake of
health, discipline and morals the placing of two prisoners
in one cell should be avoided whenever possible.

A large and pleasant room is intended for use as a hos-
pital, but when visited by the committee, there being no
sickness among the prisoners, it was used as a store-room.

The kitchen is well supplied with modern appliances and
the food is good and of sufficient variety, none of the
prisoners making any complaints either as to quality or
quantity.

Officer in charge: Andrew R. Wright, Keepe
Second officer in charge: I. Granville Carrier, Clerk and Turnkey
Physician: Nomus Paigf

Chaplain ; From different denominations
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(

Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 863 ; female, 124
Average number of prisoners during the year, 691
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 94.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year.
Number of prisoners to-day, 85 ; male, 71; female, 14.
Number of cells; Male, 68 : female, 9 ; total, 67
Number of cells in hospital: One large room, 29 ft. by 34 ft
Library: Number of books, 144
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day 41 cent
Worship: Protestant
Cells : Size high, ft;; long, 9J ft.; wide, ft
Amount of land covered by 7 buildings or otherwise: About three acre

Jail and House of Correction at New Bedford.
d Feb. 15.]

During the past year great changes have been made ir
this institution.

A new workshop has been erected and is now occupied
the manufacture of shoes being carried on here vert7 success
fully under the State account plan.

The old workshop has been transformed into a hospital
which contains two wards, one each for the male and female
prisoners, and a dispensary. It is light, very pleasant, and in
every way a model prison hospital. The neat and tidy appear-
ance of the wards and dispensary, and, in fact, of the whole
institution, speaks well for its management, and is worthy
of commendation.

The new jail, which has been recommended by former
committees, is now nearly completed, and within a few 7

months will be ready for occupancy. A portion of the old
buildings have been demolished and a part of the materials
used in constructing the new7

. Owing to this fact a large
number of the prisoners cannot be provided wdth cells, and
when visited by the committee about eighty prisoners passed
their nights on cots put up in one large room. This evil
will, of course, be remedied when the new jail is complete.

The committee believe that the new jail and house of
orrection will be one of the best in the Commonwealth.
The cells, about 275 in number, are large and well venti-

lated, and the corridors are light, roomy and airy.
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The cells in the jail which are intended for prisoners
awaiting trial are different from any that we have seen, and
are certainly superior in their construction and arrange-
ment.

The whole prison was visited and thoroughly inspected,
and, in the opinion of the committee, the institution is in
good hands and is well managed.

Officer in charge : Josiah A. Hunt.
Second officer in charge : Thomas 1
Physician: Milton H. Leonard.
Chaplain; Isaac H. Coe.

Nickerson

81; female, 11Number of prisoners in jail: Mah
Number of prisoners in house of c
Number of prisoners during the y

irreetion : Male, 940; female, 160.
ar: Male, 1,021: female, 171.

Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 23 ; female, 3.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 192||f; last year, 195|||
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 289.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 173.
Number of prisoners to-day, 174; male, 166 ; female, 8.
Number of cells: Male, 72; female, 44; total, 116.

mis, 17 bedsNumber of cells in hospital; sre
Library; Number of books, 323.
Labor of prisoners : Shoemaking
Cost of maintaining prisoner per
Amount received per prisoner pei
Worship: Protestant.

lay, 41.3 cents
day, 4 4 cents.

ft 8 in ; wide, 4 ft.Cells: Size high, 6 ft, 10 in.; lone
ir otherwise: About five acrAmount of land covered by building:

Alterations in building or cells past 3year: Old stone prison, 40 cells, torn
a women’s work-room and hospitaldown. Old workshop made intt

A new building, containing 224
for jail purposes and 10 solitai
House of correction cells : 8 ft
Jail cells : 10 ft. long, 8 ft wide

for house of correction, 80 cells
cells, is now in process of erection

mg’, 6 ft 1 in. wide, 7 ft. 9 in high.
ft high

is for males, there are 80 beds in on
in another.

Remarks ; In addition to the 72 ct

room, 27 in another room and 1
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NORFOLK COUNTY.

irrection, Dedham.Jail and House of (

[lnspected Feb. 8, 1887.]

This is one of the best institutions of its kind in the Com-
mon wealth, and is well kept in every particular, being very
clean and tidy in all its departments.

The house of correction was very crowded, there being
156 male persons and only 72 cells, which makes it neces-
sary to put more than one person in each cell in a number
of cases.

The prisoners were in good health, and were well satisfied
with the treatment they received. The food was found to
be of excellent quality, with good variety.

In some cases men are allowed to sleep on cots on ac-
count of the crowded condition of the prison. An enlarge-
ment under the above conditions would seem to be most
desirable.

Officer in charge: Augustus B. Endicott,
Second officer in charge: Henry White,
Physician: J. W. Chasi
Chaplain; C. B. Smith.
Number of prisoners in jail: Mai
Number of prisoners in house of i
Number of prisoners during the y

18: female, 1
orrection: Male, 138 ; female, 4.
ar: Male, 684 ; female, 36.

Average number of prisoners during the year, 111; last year, 136.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 167.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 68.
Number of prisoners to-day, 161; male, 166 ; female,
Number of cells: Male, 72; female, 40 ; total, 112.
Number of cells in hospital, 3 rooms.
Library: Number of books, 500.
Labor of prisoners : Caning chair-frames.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 34 cents
Amount received per prisoner per day, 12 cent:
Worship; Protestant.
Men’s cells : Size high, 9 ft.; long, 8 ft,; wide, 8 ft.
Women’s cells : Size high, 7ft 3 in.; long, 7 ft.; wide, 4 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise : About two acre
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PLYMOUTH COUNTY

Jail and House of Correction, Plymouth.
Visited March 8.1

This excellent institution is nicely arranged and well
managed ; good cells and well ventilated.

The food is of good quality, the prisoners as contented as
possible, and under first-class discipline. The piece-price
plan has been adopted with good results. Chair-seating is
the only industry.

We commend Sheriff Harmon on the excellent condition
of affairs.

Officer in charge : A. K. Harmon
Second officer in charge: B, V. Bennett,
Physician: Dr. J. B. Brewster.
Chaplain; Rev. George H. Bates.
Number of prisoners in jail; Male, 7.
Number of prisoners in house of correction: Male, 60.
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 591; female, 9.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 70j.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 87.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 52
Number of prisoners to-day: Male, 67.
Number of cells: Male, 85 ; female, 8; total, 9;
Library: Number of books, 60.
Labor of prisoners : Seating chairs
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 15f cent;

Amount received per prisoner per day, 16 cents
Worship: Protestant.
Cells : Size high, 7ft 4 in.; long, 7 ft. 6 in.; wide, Bft
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: One-fourth acre.

BERKSHIRE COUNTY.
Pittsfield Jail and House of Correction

Visited M

by the committee, and found
hi so far as management and
r some years the facilities for

■ purposes have been wholly

This institution was visited
to be in most excellent conditi
cleanliness are concerned. Fc
culinary, laundry and bathing
7*J. . 1 •

inadequate, but under an act of this Legislature the lack in

the laundry and cooking apparatus must be remedied.
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It is to be hoped that the county commissioners will also
provide better bathing facilities, remembering that “ cleanli-
ness is next to godliness,” and that while the latter cannot
be enforced the former may be.

The criticism of the Prison Commissioners to the effect
that “ the safety of officers having charge of the solitaries
would be greatly enhanced if there were grated doors
inside the solid ones” is endorsed, and it is to be hoped that
the county commissioners will remedy the defect at an early
date.

This Legislature has also passed a bill whereby the
drainage system of the prison will be greatly improved and
a source of danger be removed.

While making repairs and improvements in the kitchen,
the brick floor of that department should be replaced by one
of cement, which would be far more desirable, as such a one
can be kept in a more neat, clean and healtlry condition.

It is claimed that by repairing and resetting the boiler a
large saving in coal can be effected, a fact well worthy of
consideration.

The law allowing the expenditure of $lOO annually for
books has not been availed of, it would seem, from the
appearance of the library, and the committee would suggest
that a judicious expenditure be made in putting the same in
good condition.

If more land could be acquired, and the whole properly
fenced in, the labor of the convicts might be utilized for a
large part of the year in the work of raising vegetables,
etc., more profitably than is now done under the contract at
eight cents, per day per capita.

the committee believe that
able management of Sheriff

Given these improvement
this institution, under the
Crosby, may be made one of
wealth.

the very best in the Common-

Officer in charge: John Crosby
Second officer in charge : Lebbexjs Scott
Physician; Abner M. Smith.
Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 17
Number of prisoners in house of correction: Male, 4
Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 447 ; female, 29, includ-

ing duplicates and recommitments.
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Average number of prisoners during the year, 84 -f- ; last year, 89 -)-

Largest number of prisoners during the year, 104.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 58.
Number of prisoners to-day; Male, 64.64
Number of cells : Male, 95 ; female, 24; total, 119
Number of cells in hospital, 4.
Library : Number of books, 538.
Labor of prisoners; Making shoes (contract expired April 1, 1887) ;

new contract, making heels.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day: 40 cents gross, 28 cents net.
Amount received per prisoner per day: $l6 per man per quarter, c

about 21 cents per day; new contract, 8 cents per day
Worship: Protestant, Sunday school by Young Men’s Christian A

ciation; Catholic, priest called on request.
Cells: Size high, 81 ft.; long, 8 ft.; wide, 6 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: About nine acres.
Alterations in building or cells past year: Nothing beyond current

repair
Alterations required : Better cooking, laundry and bathing facilities.

HAMPDEN COUNTY
Springfield Jail and House of Correction

[Visited May 20.]

This institution was formally opened February 17 last. It
is excellent in appointments; but it is to be regretted that
concrete flagstones were used, as, while it may not be so,

the floors have an appearance of uncleanliness. The diet is
not all that could be expected, and the breakfast should be
improved upon at once. The steward’s department is admir-
ably neat and well kept. Punishment cells are in an outside
building, nearing completion. This will result in accomplish-
ing perfect discipline, while no disturbance of oideil) piis-
oners can be made.

A lack of cleanliness is plainly evident all over the cell parts
of the prison, dust being allowed to accumulate to an un-
necessary extent, tilling the bedding of unused cells to a

greater or less extent. Spittoons are in each cell; they are

not kept clean ; floor receives a considerable part of the

expectorations of tobacco juice. A thorough cleaning is
immediately necessary, after which a judicious use of paint
will aid in future cleanliness.
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In the workshop tobacco juice is spat upon the floor with
impunity, although against the rule; and the water-closets
are badly kept. No deodorizer has been used in the buckets ;

this should be done, for without it they are fast becoming
very offensive, and the smell will soon pervade the entire
institution. The outside departments (engine room, etc.)
are well apd neatly kept.

Work is upon a three years’ contract, seating chairs, at
ten cents per day per man. The value of a dozen men’s
services is not so great at this as would be the beneficial
results of their services in keeping things clean.

The sheriff, it is but fair to state, has been in office only a
short time, and seemed anxious to adopt any remedial sug-
gestion. We are satisfied that in a very short time, under
his supervision, no cause for complaint in these particulars
will be found to exist.

Sheriff and Jailer.
Brooks, Turnkey.

Officer in charge : Simon Brook
Second officer in charge: Reube:
Physician: Dr. H. O. Pease.
Chaplain ; Rev. C. B. Dn
Number of prisoners in jail: Ma
Number of prisoners in house of

4
infection: Male, 127 : female, 14.

Number of prisoners during the year: Male, 1,003; female, 113
Number of prisoners in hospital; Male, 4.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 163; last year, 163.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 207.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 134.
Number of prisoners to-day, 145 ; male, 181; female, 14.
Number of cells : Male, 200; female, 66 : total, 256.
Number of rooms in hospital, 9.
Library: Have no library; twenty- books drawn from the city library

very four w
Labor of prisoners : Caning chair-1
Cost of maintaining prisoner; 10T2,

ittom;

■nts per day for provisions for
the year 1886.

Amount received per prisoner per day : 10 cents.
Worship: Preaching service every Sunday morning by the chaplain

(Presbyterian clergyman), attended by all the prisoners, male and
female. Afternoon Sunday school conducted by Protestants. At-
tendance optional; generally attended by all the men. In the wo-
man’s prison Sunday-school exercises are conducted by Catholic and
Protestant women on alternate Sundays.

Cells : Size high, 81 ft ; long, 8 ft.; wide, 6 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise: Seven and a half

acres.
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HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.
Northampton Jail and House of Correction.

Visited May

A good institution in construction. Repairs are needed
upon the floors of the corridors.

The diet and matters pertaining thereto are correct.
The library is such only in name, and entirely unsuitable

for a penal institution. For this the county commissioners
are responsible, and as sufficient authority is vested in them
by statute, the remedy should be at once applied.

The heating apparatus for the cell part consists of two
stoves in either corridor. This is insufficient, and steam-
heating apparatus should be at once introduced.

During the past three years the prisoners have been em-
ployed a little over one year at contracts of eight cents per
day per man. The remainder of the time they are confined
to their cells, having for exercise one hour in the corridor
each a. m. and p. m.

But five men are employed “on the walk.” The men
would be glad to be occupied, and notwithstanding not a
corridor nor a cell nor a stairway nor the workshop is
clean. There is but little difference between used and un-
used cells. In unused cells dust has been allowed to accu-
mulate to such an extent that it covers everything and fills
the bedding, a shake of a blanket or blowing of breath on
a surface being sufficient to fill the air with dust. The occu-
pied cells are more or less stained and defaced. Dust and
dirt exist to an unreasonable extent; the buckets are filthy,
the removal of a cover emitting an odor for the existence of
which, with proper care, there is no reasonable excuse. The
doorways and corners are filled with accumulated dirt.

Such a state of affairs can only result in the subversion of
discipline and the destruction of prison effects, requiring
refurnishing at an expense of more than the prisoners have

All this could be saved and
mers are worked and care of

earned in the time covered,

cleanliness maintained if prh
the most ordinary kind taken All in all, the management
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of this institution merits censure more than any other in the
Commonwealth.

Such a report is as unpleasant to make as it must be to
be read by the officers in charge, but the best interests of
the Commonwealth and the county and a conscientious per-
formance of our duty demand it.

Officer in charge: Henry M. Potter
Second officer in charge: Andrew N.
Physician: George D. Thayer.

N. Thorington

Chaplain: Itinerant
4; female, 1Number of prisoners in jail: Male

Number of prisoners in house of c
Number of prisoners during the ye

orrection: Male, 12 ; female, 1
ar: Male, 224; female, 23.

Average number of prisoners during the year, 23|||; last year, 315§
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 36.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 15.
Number of prisoners to-day, 17 ; male, 15 ; female, 2
Number of cells : Male, 76 : female, 12 : total, 88.
Library: Number of books, 150.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day
Cells : Size high, 10 ft.; long, 8 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildin

16 cents.
wide, 61 ft

or otherwise: One and time
fourths acres.

Alterations required: Steam heat, and concrete or cement on lower cor
ridor floor instead of brick.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

Greenfield Jail and House of Correction.
[Visited May

Found a well-managed prison. The buildings are lacking in
some of the modern conveniences, there being no hospital,
no bath-room and no cook-room ; the cooking is done in the
keeper’s family kitchen.

The prisoners are employed seating chairs.
The food is sufficient and of good quality, as testified to by

the prisoners.
Recommendations for changes are unnecessary, for the

reason that a new building is being constructed in another
locality about one mile from the village, which will probably
be completed about November 1.
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Judging from the plans of the new jail and from the
foundations which are now ready for the top structure, it will
he a first-class building for the purposes for which it is
intended, embracing all the appliances and conveniences
adapted to its use. The estimated cost is $65,000. There
will be seventy-six cells, well lighted and ventilated.

The site of the new jail comprises thirty-eight acres
beautifully located a mile from the village, the most elevated
portion being selected for the buildings, allowing a perfect
system of sewerage, which is to be utilized to irrigate and
fertilize the land.

The committee are very much in favor (in the light of
observation) of a large land area in connection with prison
institutions, and believe that prisoners should be employed
at out-door work as much as possible during the summer
months, and raise vegetables enough to supply all the various
public institutions throughout the Commonwealth, and also
furnish other products for these institutions which can be
manufactured in-doors during the winter.

Officer in charge; George A. Kimball.
Second officer in charge : Levi P. Burrow
Physician : A. C. Walker.
Chaplain: Robert Snow
Number of prisoners in jail; Male, 3; female, 2
Number of prisoners in house of correction; Male, 20; female
Average number of prisoners during the year, 33.
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 48.
Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 30.
Number of prisoners to-day, 27 ; male, 23; female, 4

8; totalNumber of cells : Male, 24; female
Library: Number of books, 176.
Labor of prisoners ; Seating chairs.
Cells : Size high, 8 ft.; long, Bft
Amount of land covered by buildin.

wide, 41 ft
or otherwise; Two acre
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BARNSTABLE COUNTY.

Jail and House of Correction, Barnstabli
Visited Feb. 1

'Hiis is a small but nicely arranged and well-managed jail.
The cells are large, well ventilated, and the food of good

quality and great variety. The prisoners are principally
employed in the care of the premises, and in some instances
are let out for farm work. They appear contented and have

lower floor is very much
in early day.

no disposition to escape. The
worn, and should be repaired at
Officer in charge: Isaiah C. Inman
Physician: George W. Kelley.

Chaplain; None permanent.
Number of prisoners in jail: Female,
Number of prisoners in house of com
Number of prisoners during the year :

lion: Ma
Male, 39 : female

Average number of prisoners during the year, 8 ; last year, 6
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 14.
Smallest number of prisoners during the ye
Number of prisoners to-day, 9 ; male, 7 ; femal
Number of cells: Male, 12 ; female, 4; total, 1(
Number of cells in hospital, 3.
Library; Number of book
Labor of prisoners: $23.29 ; outside labor, principally farm work
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day
Worship: None regular.

;nts

Cells : Size high, 8 ft.; long, Bft
Amount of land covered by building
Alterations required: Lower floor t

wide, 71 ft
or otherwise: Two and a half acre:
be paved with stone slabs.

NANTUCKET COUNTY

Jail and House of Correction
Visited June 11

This institution, if it can justly be termed such, was
inspected by the committee, which found the only convict
there, a United States prisoner, as well situated as such a
wretched place would allow.

Comment upon this superannuated and decayed structure
has been uniformly made by previous committees adverse to
its use as a penal institution.
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The ?) of a prisoner in such a building and
in such manner is a travesty upon justice, and seems almost
like a huge joke.

The Prison Commissioners in their annual report state
that “ were it not for the scarcity of criminals on the island,
the question of constructing new buildings would have arisen
long ago; but they may be used for a while longer, though
they would be of little value for the restraint of any one who
cared to go away

Granted that the construction of a new prison would be
n unwarranted expenditure, a convict imprisoned for so

under sentence there shouldrrave a crime as the one now
now be the case.not be so easily situated as mu

Nor should any convicted i rson be allowed more ex-
tended privileges or a greater degree of freedom than
another, nor should he be confined in a prison which is unfit
for use as such

Therefore, if Nantucket County would not be justified in
mikling a new jail and house of correction because of the

minals, it is the opinion of the committee that
the Commissioners of Prisons should, if the judge who prc
nounces sentence fails to do so, transfer all persons convicted
of crime in Nantucket County to the well-constructed and
in every particular appropriate receptacle for prisoners at
Edgartown in Dukes County

Officer in charge : Stephen S. Gie
Physician : Dr, !

Number of prisoners in jail: Male, 1
Number of prisoners during the year: Mair

the year, 1; last 3 7ear, 1Average number of prisoners dunr

Largest number of prisoners during the year,
the year, 1

Number of prisoners to-day: M
Nui
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, SO cent
Amount received per prisoner per day, 30 cent

ong, 14 ft : wide, !) ftC

3r otherwise ; Perhaps 50 ft squareAnn
ells nast year: The jail building has been put

Alti
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DUKES COUNTY

County Jail, Edgaktown, Ma
Visited June 13,

This is :i small, well arranged jail, containing twelve very
large cells, well ventilated, and heated by stoves placed in
the corridors.

There were no prisoners at the time of our visit. The
whole number of prisoners during the last year, six.

The neat and clean appearance of this institution is worthy
of especial comment.

Officer in charge ; Thomas A. Dexter.
Number of prisoners in house of correction: Male, 2.
Number of prisoners during the year; Male, 10 ; female, 1.
AVhole number of prisoners during the year, 11; last year, 6,

Largest number of prisoners during the year at any one time
Number of cells, 12.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, 50 cents.
Cells: Size high, 8J ft.; long, 9 ft.; wide, 8 ft.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise; About one acre.

House of Industry, Deer Island,

This institution was not visited officially, but the members
of the committee who have seen the place this year speak in
the highest terms of its management and condition. The
location is excellent. The island is about one hundred and
eighty-five acres in extent, one-half of which is under culti-
vation.

Persons convicted of petty crimes and offences in the mu-
nicipal courts are sent here, also a great many truant chil-
dren. An excellent school is connected with the institution
for the benefit of these children. Music and singing is an
important feature, and the children give some very fine con-
certs .

This is the largest of our public institutions, and the city
of Boston has reason to feel proud of its very excellent
condition.
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Officer in charge ; John C. Whiton
Second officer in charge: William A. Witham
Physician: Emanuel Schwab.
Chaplain: Rev. J. W. Dadmun.
Number of prisoners during the year to Jan. 1, 1887: Male, 7,246

female, 2,068. House of Refuge : Males, 68; females, 3; total, 71
Truant School, 103.

Number of prisoners in hospital: Male, 31; female, 29.
Average number of prisoners during the year, 980; last year, 880,
Largest number of prisoners during the year, 1,058.'-

O J 1 -7 ~ w

Smallest number of prisoners during the year, 873.
Number of prisoners to-day, June 16, 908; male, 683; female, 225

House of Refuge: Male, 54; female, 3 ; total, 67. Truant School
91.

Number of cells, 410,
Library : Number of books, 1,200.
Labor of prisoners : Baking, carpentering, painting, tailoring, stone-cut-

ting, blacksmithing, farming, etc , for men, and washing, cleaning
and cooking for women.

Cost of maintaining prisoner per day: 38 cents ; actual cost, 28 cents.
See annual report for income.
Worship : Protestant and Catholic.
Cells; Size high, 6 ft. 7 in.; long, 7 ft. 3 in.; wide, 3 ft. 8 in.
Amoimt of land covered by buildings or otherwise: One hundred and

eighty-five acres.
Alterations in building or cells past year; Nothing special




