
SENATE No. 82.

[Mr. Phillips gives notice of the following as a substitute for Hov
No. 136

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.

AN ACT
In relation to the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and Western

Railroad Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the consent of
2 the council, shall, as soon as practicable after the
3 passage of this act, appoint five persons to be
4 directors of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel and
5 Western Railroad Company; and whenever three
6 or more of the persons so appointed shall have
7 been qualified, the commissions of the corporators
8 appointed under chapter four hundred and three
9 of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and

10 seventy-four shall be vacated. One of the per-

Commonwealth of illasoacliusetts.
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11 sons so appointed shall hold his office for five
12 years, one for four years, one for three years, one
13 for two years, and one for one year from the first
IT day of July next after the passage of this act;
15 and before the first day of July in each year
16 thereafter, one director shall be appointed for the
17 term of five years. Upon the occurrence of any
18 vacancy before the expiration of a term, an ap-
-19 pointment shall he made for the residue of such
20 term. The said directors shall receive such com-

-21 pensation as the governor and council may deter-
-22 mine.

1 Sect. 2. The board of directors provided for
2 in the preceding section, shall be a body corporate
3 under the name of the Boston, Hoosac Tunnel
1 and Western Railroad Company; and said cor-
-5 portion shall have all the powers and be subject
6 to all the duties and liabilities of railroad corpora-
-7 tions under the laws which now are or hereafter
8 may be in force, except in so far as the same may
9 be inconsistent with the 'provisions of this act or

10 of future acts passed in amendment hereof: pro-
-11 vided, that whenever under the laws of this Com-
-12 monwealth any act of the board of directors of a

13 railroad corporation has to be submitted to the
14 body of stockholders thereof for their action, in
15 every such case the acts of the directors of the
16 corporation hereby established shall, before taking
17 effect, be subject to the approval of the governor
18 and council.

1 Sect. 3. Immediately upon the organization of

2 the board of directors provided for in the first
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3 section of this act, the rights and property of the
4 state in the Southern Vermont Railroad, in the
5 Troy and Greenfield Railroad, and in the Hoosac
(i Tunnel, shall be transferred into their charge;
7 and they shall have full and exclusive authority
8 over, and be accountable for all unexpended
9 moneys which have been appropriated for the
10 construction or completion of said railroads and
11 tunnel. The said board of directors shall there-
12 upon replace all other authorities, and shall repre-
-13 sent the Commonwealth in every transaction
14 affecting said railroads and tunnel, or arising out
15 of any agreements or contracts now in force
16 relating to the same.

1 Sect. 4. The said board qf directors shall pro-
-2 ceed forthwith, upon obtaining control of the rail-
-3 roads and tunnel aforesaid, to have the said rail-
-4 road laid with two tracks of steel rails, and fur-
-5 nished with suitable stations and sidings, and said
6 tunnel arched as far as necessary. And they
7 shall have the said Troy and Greenfield Railroad
8 reconstructed and relocated to adapt it for the
9 transmission of passengers and freight. And they

10 may also procure, either by purchase, lease or
11 contract, a sufficient number of locomotives with
12 a suitable number of snow-ploughs, and a suf-
-13 ficiency of fuel and other articles required to
14 draw over said railroad the cars of connecting
15 railroads; and such other cars, as may be brought
16 to them, with efficiency and dispatch.

1 Sect. 5. The said board of directors shall
2 prescribe just and reasonable tolls, not to be raised
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3 for one year after they are fhns determined, for
4 the passage of cars with freight and passengers,
5 mails and express matter that shall be therein to
6 be drawn over any part of said Troy and Green-
-7 field Railroad, both outside the said tunnel or
8 through the same; and in fixing such tolls, due
9 regard shall be had to the commercial value of

10 said railroad and tunnel, as well as to the cost of
11 said tunnel. The said tolls shall be uniform and
12 equal to all corporations for the transfer of pas-
-13 sengers and for the same classes of freight. And
14 the said board of directors shall, with the assent
15 of the governor and council, release from the obli-

I

16 gations of the contract, bearing date February ,

17 eighteen hundred and sixty-three, and confirmed
18 April twenty-nine, eighteen hundred and sixty-
-19 three, between the Fitchburg Railroad Company,
20 the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company
21 and the Troy and Boston Railroad Company, and
22 the Commonwealth, any or all of the parties
23 thereto.

1 Sect. 6. All railroad corporations whose roads
2 connect, either directly or over intervening rail-
-3 roads, with the Iloosac Tunnel or Troy and Green-
-4 field Railroad, shall have the right to use the same
5 at the rates prescribed, and with all intervening
6 railroads shall have the rights and privileges of

7 connecting roads.

1 Sect. 7. The said board of directors shall make

2 all the reports required of railroad corporations,
3 and shall in addition thereto make reports to

4 the governor and council of the business and earn-
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5 ings and expenses of said railroad under their
6 charge, and shall require their treasurer to pay, at
7 least monthly, to the treasurer and receiver-gen-
-8 oral of the Commonwealth, the earnings of said
9 tunnel and railroad after deducting necessary ex-

-10 penses.

1 Sect. 8. Nothing contained in this act or in
2 any previous act of the legislature of this Com-
-3 monwealth shall be construed to authorize the sale
■1 or alienation of the Hoosac Tunnel or any part of
5 the Troy and Greenfield Railroad, but the same
6 shall be forever held for the use and benefit of the
7 Commonwealth and its inhabitants, and the legis-
-8 lature reserves the right to authorize the use of
9 the same by any other railroad with rates pre-

-10 scribed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




