
SENATE No. 159.

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred an
Act authorizing improvements at the State Prison, and for
other purposes (House, No. 154),

/ The great growth of crime in the Commonwealth, which,
by the report of the Board of State Charities is iu so striking
a contrast with the slight increase of pauperism for the last
ten years, has called for new legislation to take care of the
convicted criminals.

That venerable institution—the State
town—seemed to require another enlargement, or prison
accommodation for its class of convicts must be furnished
elsewhere.

As the result of investigation made and reported to the
legislature of 1873, that body authorized the construction of
a new State Prison of the capacity of one thousand men, to
cost, with its household accommodations for officers and
attendants, one million of dollars, the whole subject to the
approval of the governor and council.

The legislature of last year reconsidered the matter, and
amended the Act, reducing the size of the prison to seven
hundred and fifty, with provision for future enlargement, and
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authorizing the construction of walls, fences, work-shops, etc.,
the whole cost carefully limited to the original sum named.

Under the authority of these Acts the work has been begun
by the commissioners, a site selected in Concord, and for
one hundred acres of land, and other outlays thus far made,
there have been expended $21,375.

Your Committee are now called upon to consider an Act
which repeals the Acts of 1873 and 1874, and authorizes the
expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars in improvements
and enlargements at the Charlestown prison. Viewing the
whole subject chiefly in its relations to the treasury of the
Commonwealth, we feel constrained deliberately to approve
this apparently reactionary movement,—

First. In that the sum hereby appropriated will hardly
equal the mere interest that would bo lost in the two or three
years employed in building in Concord, on the one million
dollars which would be invested in that undertaking before
its completion.

Second. Because sufficient room for male convicts may be
obtained in this and other ways for several years to come.
There arc costly county prisons, with many unoccupied cells,
which it would seem might be used if necessary; but more
especially theReformatory Prison for Women, which contem-
plates provision for five hundred of this class of criminals,
will at an early date relieve our houses of correction of one-
half that number. It is important that this undertaking,
carefully considered and ardently encouraged by the best
sentiment of the State interested in prison reform, and which
is an effort to save first the convicts of that sex for whom
every instinct of true manhood appeals, having just received
the endorsement of this body, will now be pushed to its com-

pletion, that we may derive therefrom the added advantage
of saving costly stone and iron cells for the use of that sex

which alone requires them.
Third. The State Prison at Charlestown is too good and

useful a structure for its purpose, to be destroyed. Its loca-
tion for business purposes and the employment of convict
labor, can hardly be improved. Its detects of construction,
so far as they require it, not only should be remedied, but
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may be at a reasonable cost, and there is land and flats
enough for any enlargement that is likely to be required or
authorized. The sanitary objections do not of themselves
justify the removal which has been contemplated.

Fourth. The value of the Charlestown property for any
purpose at present is not enough to save a very large addi-
tional expenditure for a new prison as designed, and the erec-
tion of a small, or medium-sized prison in Concord will of
course compel the retention of the old prison.

Fifth. The grave doubts which exist on the part of our
authorities as to the wisdom of the location, size and plans of
the new prison, especially the plans, as well as the anxiety
which they feel in regard to our entire present system of
prison discipline, forbid the taking any costly step which
cannot bo retraced.

Sixth. Other and more needed enterprises, to which the
State is committed in behalf of those having superior claims
to our care, are requiring very large present expenditures,
and we ought not to burden the tax-payers beyond what is
clearly of necessity in this case.

For the reasons thus briefly stated, and upon which, in
view of the ample public discussion which has already taken
place, we do not feel it our duty to enlarge, your Committee
agree to report the Bill ought to pass.

For the Committee,

JONA. A. LANE




