
SENATE No. 166.

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of A. W. Stevens and others, for a free
bridge at Turner’s Falls, also remonstrance against the same,
have considered the same and report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

Z. C. WARDWELL.

(JlommontDtflltl) of illaosadjusetts.

In Senate, April 22, 1875.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five

AN ACT
To provide for the construction and maintenance of a

Highway and Bridge across the Connecticut River
at Turner’s Falls.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The present commissioners for the
2 county of Franklin, —namely, Nelson Burrows,
3 JohnM. Smith, and Carlos Batchelder,—are hereby
4 authorized and required, as a board hereby consti-
-5 tuted for that purpose, to proceed at once after the
6 passage of this act, to lay ont, construct, or cause
7 to be constructed, a substantial, convenient and
8 safe highway and bridge, with suitable approaches
9 thereto, across the Connecticut River and Great

10 Island, so called, at Turner’s Falls, between the

11 towns of Gill and Montague, in said county of
12 Franklin, pursuant to the adjudication as to com-

-13 mon convenience and necessity, made by the com-

-14 missioners of said county on the sixteenth ,day of

CommoniDealtl) of ittassadjuectto.



1875.] 3SENATE—No. 166.

15 October, in the year of our Lord eighteen hun-
-16 dred and seventy-four, on the petition of A. W.
17 Stevens, and others, for a highway and bridge at
18 the place aforesaid. The said highway and bridge
19 shall be constructed and completed within two
20 years from the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 2. The commissioners aforesaid are
2 hereby authorized and directed to take and appro-
-3 priate, if necessary, for the purpose of said high-
-1 way and bridge, the private property of any per-
-5 son or persons or corporations, and upon taking
6 the same shall, upon due notice and hearing, esti-
-7 mate and award the damages to the owner or
8 owners thereof, and shall forthwith fde in the
9 clerk’s office in the county of Franklin, a descrip-

-10 tion of the property taken, with metes and bounds,
11 with their appraisal of the damages by them
12 awarded to the owner or owners of said property.
13 Any person aggrieved by the award of said
14 commissioners, may, within one year after the
15 filing of the description aforesaid, on application
16 in writing to the commissioners of said county,
17 have a jury to appraise said damages, in the same
18 manner, and subject to the same provisions as in
19 the case of land taken for highways.

1 Sect. 3. The expense of the construction of
2 the aforesaid highway, bridge and approaches,
3 shall in the first instance be paid by the county of
4 Franklin, and the commissioners of said county
5 are hereby authorized, empowered and directed to
6 borrow, on the credit of said county, such sums of
7 money as may, from time to time, be required by
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8 the commissioners named in the first section of
9 this act, for the purposes of the same, not exceed-

-10 ing in the whole the sum of forty thousand dollars.
11 The money so borrowed shall be deposited in
12 the county treasury, and the county treasurer shall
13 pay out the same as ordered, in writing, by the said
1-4 last-named commissioners; and said treasurer shall
15 keep a separate and accurate account of all sums
16 of money borrowed and expended under the pro-
-17 vision of this act, including interest paid on the
18 money borrowed.

1 Sect. 4. Upon the completion of the highway,
2 bridge and approaches aforesaid, the said commis-
-3 sioners shall file in the office of the clerk of the
4 superior court, in the county ofFranklin, a detailed
5 statement, certified under their hands, of the cost
6 of the construction of said highway and bridge,
7 including their own charges for services in the
8 construction of the same, and the amount of
9 interest paid on money borrowed under the pro-

-10 visions of this act.
11 At the term of said court in said county next
12 after the filing of said statement, upon the appli-
-13 cation in writing of any party interested, the said
14 court shall, upon such notice as may be deemed
15 proper, appoint a board of three commissioners,
16 who, having been first duly sworn to the faithful
17 and impartial discharge of their duties, shall, after
18 due notice to all parties interested, and a hearing
19 thereon, determine and decree and name the towns

20 in said county which will be specially benefited
21 by the aforesaid highway and bridge; and deter-
-22 mine and award and name the proportion ot the
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23 expense of the construction of the same that shall
21 be paid by each of said towns, and by the county
25 of Franklin: provided, that not more than one-
-26 tenth of said expense shall be assessed upon said
27 county. The said commissioners shall also deter-
-28 mine and name the towns by which the expense
29 of the maintenance and repair of said highway
30 and bridge, including approaches, abutments and
31 piers shall be paid, and also determine and name
32 the proportion of said expense that shall he paid
33 by each of said towns. The report of said com-
-34 missioners, or of the major part of the same, shall
35 he made in writing and filed in the otfice of the
36 clerk of the superior court for the county of
37 Franklin, and a copy of the same, certified by said
38 clerk, shall be forthwith transmitted to the com-
-39 missioners of said county, and to each of the
10 several towns named in said report, and said
41 court at the term thereof next after the filing of
42 said report, shall, unless sufficient cause is shown
43 to the contrary, accept and affirm said report, and
44 enter judgment thereon, and the same shall there-
-45 upon be binding upon all parties interested therein.
46 The expenses and fees of the commissioners ap-
-47 pointed by said court shall be paid in such manner
48 and by such parties as the said commissioners
49 shall determine and award.

1 Sect. 5. Within twenty days after the entry
2 of the judgment mentioned in the preceding sec-

-3 tion, the clerk of said court shall transmit a true
4 and attested copy of said report and the judgment
5 thereon, to the commissioners of Franklin County,
6 and a like copy to the selectmen of each town
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7 mentioned in said report. And each town liable
8 under said award and decree to contribute to the
9 payment of the expenses of the construction of

10 said highway and bridge, shall pay its proportion
11 of said expense into the treasury of the county of
12 Franklin, in such a manner and in such instalments
13 as the commissioners for said county shall by a
14 special order determine and direct; and if any town
15 shall neglect or refuse to pay its proportion of said
16 expense, as required by said order, the said com-
-17 missioners shall, after notice to said town, and
18 unless sufficient cause is shown to the contrary,
19 issue a warrant against said town for the sum it
20 was ordered to pay, with the interest and costs of
21 the notice and warrant; and the same shall be
22 collected and paid into the county treasury, to be
23 applied in payment of the expenses aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. Upon the completion of the said
2 highway and bridge, the commissioners for con-

-3 structing the same shall cause notice thereof to be
4 served upon the selectmen of the towns of Gill
5 and Montague, and said notice, with the return of
6 the service thereof, shall be filed in the clerk’s
7 office in the county of Franklin, and from, and
8 after the date of the filing of said notice, the
9 selectmen, for the time being, of the towns of Gill

10 and Montague (who are hereby and for such pur-
-11 poses constituted a board with the name of " The

12 Turner’s Falls Bridge Committee”), shall have
13 the care and superintendence of said highway,
14 bridge, abutments, piers and approaches, and shall
15 cause the same to be maintained and kept in good
16 repair, and safe and convenient for travel ,

and
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(

the said committee shall annually, on or before the
first day of February in each year, report in detail
to the several towns bound to contribute to the
maintenance and support of said highway and
bridge, the expense of such maintenance and sup-
port for the year ending on the first day of Janu-
ary next preceding the date of said report, with a
statement of the proportionate sum to be paid by
each of said towns on account of said maintenance
and repairs, under the determination and award
herein before mentioned, which sums shall be paid
by said towns to said committee on or before the

17
18
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21
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28

first day of in each year.29
In case any town shall neglect to pay said sum

on or before the said first day of the said
30
31

committee are hereby authorized and empowered
to commence and prosecute in the name of The
Turner’s Falls Bridge Committee, an action of
contract, in the superior court for said county of
Franklin, for the recovery of the same.

ol
33
34
35
36

1 Sect. 7. The said towns of Gill and Montague
2 shall be jointly liable for all injuries and damages
3 suffered by any one in person or property, by rea-

-1 son of any defect in said highway and bridge, in
5 proportion to the respective valuations of said
6 towns for the year in which the injury or damage
7 is suffered.




