
SENATE No. 175.

In Senate, April 29, 1875.

The Committee on Public (

was referred the reports of
institutions of the State,

haritablo Institutions, to whom
the various public charitable

REP OR T :

That early in the session
to meet the expenses of thes

the various appropriation bills
! institutions were referred to

this Committee for examination. But it was found that the
time which it would take for a thorough investigation of theseO O

estimates, would render it impossible for the Committee to
report early enough in the session to meet the then present,
pressing pecuniary wants of the institutions, and as these bills
had been reported by the finance committee of the House,
and passed by that body, this Committee requested to be dis-
charged from further consideration of the subject, which
request was granted.

The members of the Committee on the part of the Senate,
did prpmiso to make such investigation as stated above, but
with the best intentions on their part, as well as of those of
the members of the Committee on the part of the House, they
found it impossible to redeem their pledge, owing to the want
of time which it would require to do the work thoroughly.
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Such a work must be done thoroughly, if at all. A close
examination of books and records must be had; many
inquiries of officials and employes must be made, and a thor-
ough knowledge must be obtained of the management, dis-
cipline and expenses of the institutions, in order to arrive at
any practical beneficial result

No committee can go into such examinations and inquiries
during the session of the legislature.

The Committee are not aware that any such general and
thorough investigation has been made since the existence of
these institutions, though partial examinations may have
taken place on special occasions and for particular objects.

Whether the time has arrived when it would be expedient
for a committee to make such investigations in the interim
between the annual sessions, is a matter for the legislature to
decide.

In regard to the various annual appropriations to meet the
current expenses of these institutions, the law requires the
annual reports and estimates should be placed in the hands of
the secretary of state, and submitted by him to the general
court. They then pass into the hands of the finance com-
mittee.

We find that the law is not complied with by all the super-
intendents and agents, some of whom report directly to the
Speaker of the House, and the reports are then referred to
the finance committee

It is understood that this committee generally predicate
their action upon the estimates of the previous year, and, if
no great increase is apparent, the appropriation is passed.
Your Committee are convinced that abuses may •creep in, and
be continued for years, under this mode of action. In the
multiplicity of work laid upon the finance committee, it is
impracticable for them to criticise every item in the estimates;
therefore, they, together with the annual reports, should in
the first place be referred to the Committee on Public Chari-
table Institutions, who are appointed for this kind of work,
and should be held responsible for the correctness of the in-
vestigations

Your Committee are convinced, from the investigations
which they have already been able to make, that a more
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thorough and exhaustive examination of these institutions, as
regards their current and incidental expenses, treatment and
subsistence of the inmates, numberof employes and their man-
ner of living, the modes of farming adopted, and a clear
insight into all matters appertaining to these establishments,
would result in a reduction of expenses, a reformation in the
management of some, and possibly in the abandonment or
radical change in one or two of them.

The Committee report the accompanying Resolve.

For the Committee,

FRANCIS D. STEDMAN.



In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five,

resolve

In regard to the Annual reports and Estimates of the Public
Charitable Institutions.

Resolved, That hereafter all reports of the public charitable
and reformatory institutions of the state, with their accom-
panying estimates of current and special expenses, after being
delivered to the secretary of state, according to the statute
provided, and by him presented to the legislature, shall be at
once referred to the committee on public charitable institu-
tions for examination, and by said committee reported to the
legislature for action.
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