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The State Prison at Charlestown
was several times visited by your Committee and found to be
in as good condition as its overcrowded condition would
admit, and appears to be well managed by Warden Chamber-
lain.

Suffolk County Jaii
This institution, situated on Charles Street, was visited by

the Committee, unannounced, who wr ere courteously received
by the sheriff, Col. J. M. Clark, and with the assistance of
M. Bradley, keeper of the jail, were shown every part of the

the Committee were furnishedprison, and by these officers
with many interesting details,

h discipline and well directed
ions here confined characterize

Cleanliness, order, thorou:
effort for the good of the per
the whole institution.

■of which 28 are for women,—The cells, 220 in number,
are ample in dimensions, being 9 by 11 by 11 feet, and
possessing a perfect system of ventilation.

As this building is used only for detention of persons
awaiting trial, of course it is impracticable to find employ-
ment for them, except the necessary work of cleaning, paint-
ing and whitewashing.

While strict regard for economy prevails, yet the inmates
have no cause for complaint with the quantity or quality of
the food provided for them.

Kind and earnest regard is also manifest for the spiritual
welfare of the prisoners by the labors of the chaplain and
other philanthropic persons in personal etlorts among and
with them on the Sabbath, and also on week days; motives
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of prudence preventing the congregating of the prisoners
together for religious services.

The Committee concluded their visit fully persuaded that
no cause exists to criticise the appointments of this model
prison.

Boston House op Correction
This prison is under the charge of Deputy Acting Master

M. Y. B. Berry, (the master, Charles H. Davis, having died
December Ist), whose efficiency is apparent, from the air of
neatness and order which appears to prevail, the Committee
making their visit without any previous notice, and conse-
quently finding everything in its average everyday condition.

The cells, numbering 472, are far too small to be called
humane, being only 4 by ()]■ by 7 feet.

Formerly, 182 of these cells were assigned to female con-
victs, but the increase in commitment of males, compels the
use of the woman’s cells for the safe-keeping of the men, who
number at the present time 490. Accordingly, a dormitory
has been provided for the women, of whom there are 65 ; all
under the supervision and vigilance of an excellent matron.

A dining-room,—where all the female convicts are per-
mitted to take their meals together,—has also been arranged,
and assurance is given that the privilege is properly appreci-
ated, and that occasion for punishment for misdemeanor rarely
oc

The prisoners are principally employed on contract, in the
manufacture of shoes and cheap clothing: the men in cutting
out the work and operating the heavier sewing-machines, and
the women in running the lighter machines and finishing the
garmcn

institution is the privilege of
of the convicts who cannot be
!i no extra expense is incurred,

A noticeable feature of thi
wed by th

otherwise employed, for whic
the teachers being convicts
benefit of instruction is 78, r

The number receiving the
iquiring two teachers.

Institutions at Deer Island
Those institutions consist of a house of correction, a house

f reformation for adults, also for juvenile offenders, and a
pauper institution.
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of the cells are of stone within,
of the two halls (27 feet in len
tiers ot cells, three in each tier

and brick outside. Into each
Rh by 4 iu width) open two

The cells are 8 feet by 9
on the floor; the six below bci
feet in height, and are each pre

X 9 feet, and the six above 8
ided with two flues, one for

ventilation of the cell, and one from the recess in the back
wall (of sufficient size to receive the night-bucket). Both
flues are entirely separate, and extend to the top of the upper
cells, where they all unite in one large flue or chimney.

Ihe locks and fastenings to doors are of a now design,
invented and patented by Mr. Norton, one of the commis-
sioners. Of the food and care of prisoners, we can say
nothing, for Dukes County has at this time no prisoners to
be fed or cared for.

Greenfield Jail and House oe Correction
The county jail and house of correction for Franklin

County, located at Greenfield, was inspected by the Commit-
tee on the afternoon ot February 4 under rather unfavorable
circumstances, as a severe storm had been raging from early
morning. The building is a fine one, of brick, located on an
eminence overlooking the town and the Connecticut Valley.
Sheriff Solomon C. Wells escorted the Committee over the
building, which contains 32 large and comfortable cells
for men and 8 for women, the sexes being entirely sepa-
rated when there are women in the prison; but, as the
sheriff informed the Committee that the female prisoners
from Franklin County had not averaged half a one a year
since he had been in charge of the countv buildings, there

O »/ o ’

would be no trouble in using the cells for men if they were
needed; but, as he had only eight male prisoners then in
confinement, and the time of four of them expired the even-
ing the Committee were there, it would probably be some
time before he should require extra cells, as the average
number of prisoners in his charge last year had been only
5.86. Of the eight prisoners iu the building only one was
for larceny, the others being "tramps” and committed for
vagrancy. The building was cleanly and in fair order. The
ventilation of the cells in the prison is quite good, each cell
having ventilation, top and bottom, through a rear wall into
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a vacant space, the foul air being drawn from this into a
casing-wall surrounding a spiral staircase, and thus it is con-
ducted to the top of the building as through a chimney. In
the winter there is no employment for the inmates, but in the
summer they are employed in doing gardening, sawing wood
and other work about the premises. The food furnished the
prisoners is cooked in the kitchen of the sheriff by hired
female help, and is from the same material as that used at his
own table. ludeed, were it not for the compulsory confine-
ment, it did not seem to be a very severe punishment to be
an inmate of this prison.

An inquiry as to the extent of the library, led to the
information that it was small and probably did not contain
more than fifty volumes. But the reading scarcely suited
even those who could read; and a further question brought
the information that over forty of these volumes were Bibles,
and the taste of the inmates was decidedly in favor of lighter
reading.

Ipswich House of Correction.
This prison contains 106 males and 15 females. Two rows

of cells in one of the wings- is used for the accommodation of
the female prisoners, and is entirely separate from the rest of
the building. The women are employed in doing the laun-
dry work for the prison. The men are employed in making
shoes and bottoming chairs ; they earn on an average about
twenty-four cents a day. This prison is very well arranged
and well kept by Dr. Hurd.

There is also connected with the prison a hospital for the
insane, the inmates being mostly of a class considered
incurable.

Newburyport Jaii
This is an old stone building of the same general style as

the jail at Salem, and was built at about the same time or a
few years later. It contains eight cells, or, more properly
speaking, rooms, which are made for the accommodation of
four prisoners, although it is seldom that as many arc placed
in them at one time. Each cell has two windows, which are
used for ventilation; but as these are under the control of
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tho prisoners, it is not to be supposed that the ventilation is
all times what it should be. The average daily number of
prisoners for the past three months has been 164. The mode
of heating is by stoves, there being one in each cell. This
seems an objection, which should be remedied if this jail is
to be continued. There is no bath-room, and the only op-
portunity for bathing is by taking a sponge-bath in the cells.
This is inconvenient, and the prisoners are apt to shirk this
very important duty, unless carefully ivatched.

It seems to your Committee that if the county should
build one new and modern jail it might answer the purposes
ot this and the jail at Salem, and both of these old ones could
be discontinued. AYe hope this matter may be taken into
consideration at an early day.

Lawrence Jail and House of Correction.
These institutions are both in one building, which ranks

among the best of our county prisons, and is admirably con-
ducted by the sheriff, Mr. Herrick.

The building is of brick, and during the past year a new
wing containing 62 cells has been completed, and the building
now contains 120 cells and 4 rooms. The cells in the new
wing are somewhat smaller than the others, which were
designed for the accommodation of two prisoners.

At the time of our visit there were confined in the jail 26
males and 4 females, and in the house of correction 103
males and 20 females; the female department is entirely
separate from the men’s, one entire wing being devoted to
their use. The women are employed in doing the laundry
work and sewing for the institution. The men are at present
mostly unemployed, a few being kept at work about the
place, and a few are engaged in taking the wire out of machine-
cards, so that the leather can be used for other purposes.
This is an experiment, and if successful the officers hope to
employ a larger number in this kind of work, they having
been unable to obtain work for them for some time.

There is no chapel in the building, but religious services
arc held in the octagon regularly on the Sabbath, which all of
the prisoners attend. There is a library of over 300 volumes
in the prison, which is much used by the inmates. The veu-



1875.] 205. 9SENATE—No.

tilation of the prison is excellent, and everything is kept neat
and in perfect order. The food was examined and found to
he of a good quality, and we heard no complaint from any of
the inmates.

Lowell Jail.
This is one of the best prison structures in the State. Its

appearance is grand, and it is well adapted for the care and dis-
cipline of its inmates. The cells are large and well ventilated,
the air being sweet and pure; neatness and cleanliness behm
observable characteristics throughout. The number of prison-
ers confined here, was 47 males and 14 females; under
sentence, 14 ; for non-payment of fines and costs, 22 ; await-
ing trial, 25 ; number committed during the year, 550.

This jail is under the management of Sheriff Kimball, whose
efficiency, humanity and kindness of heart are so well known.

Nantucket Jail and House of Correction.
This is an ancient wooden structure, built in those days

when lumber was cheap and wood plenty. The jail is built
of timber, or logs, bolted together, with small apertures in
the sides, barred with heavy irons, to let in light and air;
cells were not then in vogue ; but rooms 15 by 11—of which
this jail has eight—with an open fire-place of brick in each
room, thereby securing to each prisoner plenty of pure air
and a chance for exercise, an advantage which our modern
institutions (many of them) do not possess. This building
is now considered to be insecure for vicious criminals and is
seldom occupied by man. When the Committee visited the
prison, it had not an occupant, but Mr. Roland Folger, the
keeper, informed them that a woman was imprisoned there
for thirty days during the last year, and at the expiration of
her sentence he had hired her to work in his family, which
fact indicates that this modern structure is at least of suffi-
cient strength for a reformatory institution for women.

New Bedford House of Correction and Jail.
This is both a house of correction and jail, and is under

the charge of Mr. Charles D. Burt. In the former there are
O

now 144 male prisoners, and 8 in the latter. Thirty women
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arc inmates of the house of correction. In the old part of
the prison the cells are small, but well ventilated and very
clean, each one being whitewashed as often as the weather is
favorable for drying, and all are thus cleansed about once a
week. The new part of the prison is more commodious, and
this contains much the larger portion of the cells, which are

feet wide, 74 feet deep and 7 feet high, with good ventila-
tion and the other conveniences of a modern prison. There
are two large rooms set apart for hospital use, and in one of
these there were seven inmates, all men, suffering from lung
diseases ; this being a larger number than has been sick atone
time for fourteen years. The women are kept entirely sepa-
rate from the men, and are employed in sewing for the house
of correction and jail in Taunton, and in washing and iron-
ing, the laundry being very convenient for the work.

The men are employed in making brogans and baskets,
45 being engaged in each of these departments. The work
is done for the county, and the goods are sold mostly in
New York and the Western cities. The investment in the
shoe-shop is $30,000, and $6,000 in the basket-shop.

Of the prisoners in the house of correction, 29 are what
are known as "bummers,” and, being confined mostly for
drunkenness and vagrancy, are of no use in the shops.

The kitchen was clean, and the bread—wheat, Graham and
brown—was pronounced excellent. Every prisoner has meat
twice each day, and all have milk with their coffee, morning
and evening, the sick receiving extra rations.

The library consists of 300 volumes, free of access to all
the prisoners, and religious services are held every Sunday
morning.

The thoroughness of the discipline, the admirable sanitary
condition of the premises, and the disposition to effect the best
results for the county and the State, as well as for the unfor-
tunates under his charge, reflect the highest credit on Mr.
Burt, the master, and his institution is a model which might
well be imitated elsewhere.

Nokthampton Jail and House or Coeeection.
The visit by the Committee to the Hampshire County Jail

and house of correction was made on Thursday, February 4.
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The buildings are of brick, erected in 1851-52, and were
found iu good condition. Indeed, at the time of building it
was considered the model, prison in New England. The
premises appeared neat and well kept. There are 85 cells in
the prison, 24 of which are designed for women, these being
entirely separate from the others ; but when the Committee
were there that part assigned for women had not a single
occupant, and they were informed there had not been a female
prisoner for some time previously. There were 26 men in the
house of correction and 5 in the jail, one of the latter being a
United States prisoner; with this exception all the prisoners
are confined on short sentences, the majority being for non-
payment of fine and costs or vagrancy. The cells are roomy
and very well ventilated into a hollow central wall. The main
portion of the cells are 8 feet deep and over 8 feet high, with a
width of about 5 feet. On one side of the prison are a dozen
cells double the depth and width of the others, which are
used mainly for prisoners waiting trial, and some of these
had been carpeted and adorned with considerable taste by
persons who had been confined in them. Of the 26 men
in the house of correction 20 are employed in making

Committee were there this
ff material, and a few were

bamboo baskets; but when th
work was suspended for want
employed picking curled hair
oners are so short that contract

but the sentences of pris-
for labor cannot be made,

although last year the labor returned about $23 per man.
In the examination of the provisions furnished the prison-

ers, the bread was found of decidedly inferior quality, being
not only dark in color, but sour to the smell and taste; but
other supplies were unobjectionable.

The prisoners were all in good health, and for a year past
there has scarcely been any sickness among the inmates.

Mr. Longley has been sheriff of the county for fourteen
years, and when he first took charge of the prison, he states,
the average number of female prisoners was about 13; but
the number has been gradually diminishing each year, and
last year the number was smaller than ever before.
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Pittsfield House of Correction,
This is one of the new prisons of the State, and is a good

and well managed prison. At the time of our visit there was
no work for the prisoners, but a contract was made to no
into effect on the Ist of May by Messrs. Willard & Co. of
North Adams, by which they are to be employed in making

hoes

Plymouth Jail and House of Correction.
This is one of the smaller prisons of the Commonwealth.

The building is of brick, and contains 32 cells, 7 feet long, 5
feet wide and 7 feet high, and as well ventilated as perhaps
the average of the prisons of the State. The internal arrange-
ment of the building is hardly in keeping with our more
modern institutions, being inconveniently arranged for the
comfort and efficiency of the officers in charge. There is also
on the same site an old stone building with 0 cells, noted only
for its strength of structure, it being, as it seemed to the Com-
mittee, tit only for the confinement of desperate characters,
and their stay in this building should be of as short duration
as circumstances would permit. Everything about these
buildings indicating efficiency of the officers in charge, and
the attention of the officers being engrossed with the more
important duties of that day (the execution of William E.
Sturtevaut), the Committee forebore a more critical examina-
tion.

There is at present 17 males confined in this prison.

Salem Jail.
This is an old stone structure, built in 1809, and therefore

has none of the appearances of our modern jails; the cells
are large, with but little light or ventilation, and several
prisoners are placed in a single cell in order to accommodate
the number confined here, there being but It! cells and over
40 prisoners.

There is a female department, separated from the males by
an iron door. There were but 5 females there at the time of
our visit. The jail is under the care of Captain John D.

Cross, who has held the position a number of years, and who
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seems to try to have the premises kept in as neat and orderly
a condition as possible.

Taunton Jail.
The buildings here are new, having been finished within the

past two years ; there are 60 cells; they are 9|- feet long and
1\ feet wide and 9 feet high. The jail is under the management
ofDeputy Sheriff Carrier, whose efficiency, humanity and kind-
ness of heart are so well known as to be almost beyond criti-
cism. The jail is kept in perfect neatness, and all its appoint-
ments seem to be of the best description. There is a large
chapel in this jail, and they have religious worship every
Sabbath afternoon by resident ministers ; their choirs accom-
pany them. They have quite a large library belonging to
this institution.

There were 43 prisoners,—4o males and 3 females. The
prisoners are allowed butter on their bread.
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