
HOUSE No. 41.

House of Representatives, Jan. 27, 1881.

The Joint Special Committee on Constitutional Amend-
ments, to whom was referred the “Resolve providing for
Amendments to the Constitution to provide for Biennial
Elections,” which was adopted by the Legislature of 1880,
and referred to the General Court of 1881, and the remon-
strances of sundry persons against the same, have duly
considered the matter, and report that the proposed articles
of Amendment named in the said Resolve ought to be agreed

O o
to.

For the Committee,

HENRY W. MUZZEY.

[The undersigned dissent. Mr. James L. Quigley, of
the Senate. Messrs. Owen A. Galvin, A. Edwin Clarke,
S. Proctor Thayer, of the House.]

(Hommonruealtl) of illassadjusetts.
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RESOLVE

Providing for Amendments to the Constitution to provide
for Biennial Elections.

Resolved, By both Houses, the same being agreed to by a
majority of the Senators and two-thirds of the members of
the House of Representatives present and voting thereon,
that it is expedient to alter the Constitution of this Common-
wealth by adopting the subjoined proposed Articles of Amend-
ment ; and that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the
journals of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays taken
thereon, and referred to the General Court next to be chosen;
and that the same be published, to the end that if both or
either of said proposed articles be agreed to by the General
Court next to be chosen, in the manner provided in the Con-
stitution, the said proposed articles or article so agreed to
may be submitted to the people ; and if the same shall be ap-
proved and ratified by a majority of the qualified voters voting
thereon, at meetings legally warned and holden for that pur-
pose, the same shall become part of the Constitution of this
Commonwealth. The General Court shall direct the time
and manner of voting by the people upon the said proposed
articles of amendment, and enact all such laws as shall be
necessary to procure a free and fair vote thereon, and to give
effect to the provisions hereof; provided, that said proposed
articles of amendment shall be submitted to the people as
distinct propositions, and may be severally approved and
ratified, or rejected.

(Eommomoealtl) of illassacfyusclta

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.
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First Proposed Article of Amendment.
The term of office of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor,

and Councillors, respectively, shall commence on the first
Wednesday of January, and shall continue for the term of
two years, and until their successors shall be chosen and
qualified.

The term of office of the Secretary, Treasurer and Receiver
General, Auditor and Attorney-General, respectively, shall
begin on the third Wednesday of January, and shall con-
tinue for the term of two years, and until their successors
shall be chosen and qualified ; and the same person shall be
eligible as Treasurer and Receiver General for six years
successively, and no more.

The first election under this article to the offices herein
named shall be on the Tuesday next after the first Monday
of November in the year one thousand eight hundred and
eighty-two, in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of
this Commonwealth, and thereafter on the said Tuesday of
November biennially.

It shall be the duty of the Legislature first to assemble
after the adoption of this article to make all necessary pro-
visions of law concerning the tenure of office of Sheriffs,
Registers of Rrobate, Commissioners of Insolvency, Clerks of
Courts, County Officers, and District Attorneys, and to make
all such provisions of law as may be required in consequence
of the change from annual to biennial election.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution, inconsis-
tent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly
annulled.

Second Proposed Article op Amendment.
Senators and Representatives shall be elected biennially,

and hold office two years, beginning on the first Wednes-
day of January following their election. The first election
under this article to the offices herein named shall be on the
Tuesday next after the first Monday of November in the year-
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-two, in the manner
prescribed by the Constitution of this Commonwealth, and
thereafter on the said luesday of November biennially ; and
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the first session of the General Court elected under the pro-
visions hereof shall begin on the first Wednesday of January
in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution, inconsis-
tent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby wholly
annulled.


