
HOUSE No. 135.

[House No. 101 as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To provide for the Issue of Summonses instead of War-

rants for Arrest for Certain Minor Offences.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Upon a complaint for any criminal
2 offence of a class within the jurisdiction of trial
3 justices, a summons shall issue instead of a warrant
4 for arrest, if in the judgment of the court or magis-
-5 trate receiving the complaint there is no reason to
6 suspect that the accused will evade.

1 Sect. 2. The summons shall fix a day and hour
2 of appearance for trial, and shall be served by an
3 officer empowered to serve criminal process by giving
4 to the accused in hand, or leaving at his last and
5 usual place of abode, an attested copy not less than

Commomucaltl) of illassactjusette.



CERTAIN MINOR OFFENCES. [Feb.’Bl.q

6 twenty-four hours before the return hour. The fee
7 for service shall be the same which the officer would
8 receive the service of a subpoena in the same
9 case, and for attendance before the court or magis-

-10 trate an officer shall be allowed a fee for such as
11 may be taxed for attendance and keeping prisoner
12 in case of an arrest.

1 Sect. 3. If a defendant so summoned fails to
2 appear and abide the orders of the court or magis-
-3 trate, without a reasonable excuse, such failure shall
4 be considered a contempt of court, and may be pun-
-5 ished by a fine not exceeding twenty dollars. A
6 warrant may issue at any time after the issue of such
7 summons, if occasion arises, whether the summons

8 has been served or not.

1 Sect. 4. If a defendant so summoned duly ap-
-2 pears, he may be ordered to recognize for further
3 appearance, but he shall not be required to give
4 surety upon his recognizance at any stage of the
5 prosecution without a special order.

1. Sect. 5. This act shall require no change in the
2 form of complaints or warrants.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.

House of Representatives, Feb. 23, 1881.
Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.
GEO. A. HARDEN, Clerk.
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