
HOUSE No. 241.

House op Representatives, Mar. 8, 1881.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the
Order relative to offering a bounty for the destruction of
Foxes and other animals, and petitions on the same subject,
report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

N. W. SHORES.

Commontocaitl) of illassacljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-on

AN ACT
To Protect and Preserve Domestic Fowls and other

Animals.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of the
same , as follows :

1 Section 1. Any person who shall take or kill in
2 this Commonwealth any of the following noxious
3 animals shall be entitled to receive the following
4 bounties, to wit: For every lynx or wild-cat the sum

5 of two dollars ; for every fox the sum of one dollar.

1 Sect. 2. Any person who takes or kills any of
2 the noxious animals aforesaid, shall apply to the
3 clerk of the city or town in which the animal was

4 taken or killed, and produce the herd of such animal,
5 and such city or town clerk shall examine such per-
-6 son on oath if he so desires, as to the place where,
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7 when, and how he obtained said head; and upon
8 oath being made as aforesaid, that the same was

9 taken or killed within said city or town, the clerk
10 shall give to such person a certificate thereof to the
11 effect that such person, by reason set forth therein,
12 is entitled to the bounty therein described; and such
13 certificate, upon presentation to the treasurer of the
14 city or town aforesaid, shall be paid by the treasurer
15 thereof.

1 Sect. 3. Any city or town clerk to whom shall
2 be produced the head of any animal aforesaid, shall
3 mark the same by cutting off both eai-s, and shall
4 destroy them, but nothing herein shall be so construed
5 to give the city or town, or city or town clerk, any
6 right of possesion or property in the skin of any
7 such animal, but the same shall be the property of
8 the person who shall kill or take the same.

1 Sect 4. The bounties herein provided for shall
2 be paid by the treasurer from the moneys received
3 by said city or town for the granting of licenses to
4 dogs; but if the moneys received for granting li-
-5 censes to dogs are not sufficient for the payment of
6 the bounties as aforesaid, the balance shall be paid
7 out of the general funds in the hands of the treasurer
8 of the city or town.

1 Sect. 5. Whoever makes any false oath concern-
-2 ing the place where any of the noxious animals mcu-
-3 tioned herein are taken or killed, for the purpose of
4 obtaining the bounty thereon, shall he punished by
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5 imprisonment in the house of correction not less
6 than thirty days nor more than six months, or by a
7 fine of not more than one hundred or less than
8 twenty dollars.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
2 sage.


