
HOUSE No. 250.

House of Representatives, Mar. 9, 1881.

Tbe Committee on Harbors and Public Lands, to whom
was referred the Petition of Isaac Pratt, jun., and others for
an Act of Incorporation as the Charles River Embankment
Company, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

J. Q. A. BRACKETT.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-one.

AN ACT
To Incorporate the Charles River Embankment Com-

pany.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section!. Isaac Pratt, jun., Frederick L. Ames,
2 William E. Coffin, Charles Davenport, Marietta G.
3 Allen, John Goldthwait, Matilde C. Allen, and Har-
-4 riett A. Porter, their associates and successors, are
5 hereby made a corporation by the name of “ The
6 Charles River Embankment Company,” to be estab-
-7 lished in the city of Boston, with all the powers and
8 privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions,
9 and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now

10 are or hereafter may be in force relating to all simi-
-11 lar corporations organized under the general laws of
12 this Commonwealth, except so far as otherwise pro-
-13 vided by this act.
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1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is authorized to buy
2 and hold any or all of the land and flats in the city
3 of Cambridge, within the boundaries hereinafter
4 mentioned, for the purpose of improving the same

5 by building a public esplanade, two hundred feet
6 wide, along the water front thereof, and by filling to
7 established grades, of building thereon, and of selling
8 or otherwise disposing of the remainder of said
9 territory for its benefit. Said corporation is further

10 authorized, at any time within two years from the
11 passage of this act, to take and hold, by purchase
12 or otherwise, as hereinafter provided, so much of
13 said land and fiats, not now owned by said persons
14 named in section one of this act, as may be necessary
15 to complete said esplanade along the water-line of
16 the same from West Boston bridge, easterly, to the
17 Grand Junction Railroad bridge, westerly.
18 Said land and flats are bounded as follows :

19 Northerly by the location of the Grand Junction
20 railroad; easterly by Main street and West Boston
21 bridge ; and southerly by a line beginning at the
22 point marked A of the harbor-line established by
23 chapter one hundred and seventy of the Acts
24 of the year one thousand eight hundred and
25 eighty, on the Cambridge side of Charles River,
26 said point being marked by a copper tack through an
27 iron plate on the northerly side of West Boston
28 bridge, thence running southwesterly on a curve of

/ #

29 nine hundred and fifty-one and thirty-four one-hun-
-30 dredths feet radius, tangent at point A, to the said
31 harbor-line, for a distance of five hundred and three
32 and one-hundredth feet; thence continuing south-
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33 westerly on a straight line tangent to said course
34 and about one hundred feet southerly of said harbor-
-35 line, for a distance of six thousand eight hundred
36 and thirty-sight and nineteen one-hundredths feet;
37 thence westerly on a curve of twelve hundred feet
38 radius, tangent to the last-named line, for a distance
39 of four hundred and ninety-six and ninety-seven
40 one-hundredths feet; thence westerly on a straight
41 line tangent to the last-named curve to the Grand
42 Junction railroad bridge.

1 Sect. 3. Such corporation shall, within sixty
2 days from the time it takes any land otherwise than
3 by purchase, file in the office of the registry of deeds
4 for the county of Middlesex a description of each
5 parcel of land so taken, as certain as is required in
6 a common conveyance of land, together with a state-
-7 ment of the purpose for which the lands are taken,
8 which description and statement shall be signed by
9 the president of the corporation.

1 Sect. 4. When any land shall be taken under
2 the provision of this act, said corporation shall pay
3 all the damages occasioned thereby; and said dam-
-4 ages shall, in case the parties fail to agree upon the
5 same, be determined and recovered in the manner
6 provided in the general laws in respect to land and
7 real estate taken by railroad corporations for the
8 location and making of their railroads, or for depot
9 and station purposes.

1 Sect. 5. Said corporation may, subject to the
2 provisions of general laws, fill and occupy, in the

4
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3 manner and for the purposes set forth in the second
4 section of this act, the land now covered by tide-
-5 water which said corporation shall acquire under the
6 provisions of this act; provided, that said corporation
7 shall build a substantial sea-wall on the water-line
8 of said described territory, and shall construct and
9 appropriate-to public use, as an esplanade or park-

-10 way, a strip on said water-line two hundred feet
11 wide, and extending from West Boston bridge to
12 said Junction railroad bridge; and provided further,

13 that within three years from the passage of this act
14 said corporation shall have completed one thou-
-15 sand feet in length of said sea-wall, and shall
16 have deposited on said described territory not
17 less than three hundred thousand cubic yards of
18 earth dredged from Charles-river basin, in such 10-19
19 calities and to such depths as the harbor and land
20 commissioners shall prescribe ; and provided farther,

21 that said sea-wall and the filling of said territory
22 shall be completed within ten years from the passage
23 of this act. Said corporation may transfer to the
24 city of Cambridge the strip two hundred feet wide
25 on said water-line, to be appropriated to public use
26 as herein provided ; and said city of Cambridge may
27 accept and thereafter maintain the same for public
28 use, as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 6. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not be less than five hundred thousand dollars,
3 and may be increased to not exceeding two millions
4 of dollars, as may be necessary, from time to time,
5 by vote of the corporation; and shall be divided
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6 into shares of a par value not exceeding one hun-
-7 dred dollars each; but said corporation shall not buy
8 or take any land or commence the transaction of
9 business until the whole amount of the capital stock

10 as thus fixed shall have been paid in in cash, agrrn-
-11 able to the provisions of the general laws relative
12 to corporations organized under the laws of the Com-
-13 monwealth, and a certificate thereof filed in the
Id office of the secretary of the Commonwealth, as

15 required by section thirty-two of chapter two hun-
-16 dred and twenty-four of the Acts of the year eighteen
17 hundred and seventy.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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